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VETERINARY  COUNTER=  PRACTICE. 

A  second  edition  cf  this  popular  work  has  jnst  been 
published.  In  its  revision  we  have  Lad  the  assistance  of 
two  competent  veterinary  surgeons,  who  have  carefully  gone 
over  the  book  and  made  a  number  of  additions  and  altera- 
tions. The  new  edition  also  contains  a  chapter  of  new  and 
alternative  formulas ;  and  although  the  book  is  larger  the 
price  remains  the  same  (3s.  6d.),  or  by  post  3s.  9d.  It  can 
be  obtained  from  most  wholesal8  houses  at  the  published 
price. 

OUR  SUMMER  NUMBER. 

The  Publisher  invites  applications  for  space  in  the  issue  of 
July  25,  which  will  be  the  Summer  Number— one  of  those 
half-yearly  issues  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  which 
have  become  noted  for  their  artistic  production,  and  business- 
value  to  advertisers  and  bujers  alike.  We  shall  be  stitching 
circulars  and  price-lists  in  the  issue ;  and  as  there  will  be 
no  ether  opportunity  this  year  of  so  distributing  circulars 
and  price-lists  through  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  it  is 
advisable  that  those  who  are  thinking  of  having  an  inset 
should  settle  the  matter  soon.  Others  who  are  not  so 
thinking  should  see  that  they  have  a  specially  good  adver- 
tisement in  the  number — attractive  and  well  displayed  in 
respect  to  arrangement,  and  seasonable  and  business-inviting 
in  respect  to  the  goods.  Advertisers  should  also  bear  in  mind 
that  their  announcements  s  in  the  Summer  Number  will  appeal 
to  a  large  and  important  calonial  and  foreign  clientele,  vsho 
buy  readily  and  wtll  such  goo3s  as  may  suit  them. 


Summary 

A  novel  way  of  dressing  a  window  is  illustrated  on 
p.  839. 

An  attempt  seems  to  be  intended  to  push  English  camphor 
in  the  United  States  at  any  price  (p.  826). 

The  Bovril  trade- mark  has  been  again  under  legal  con- 
sideration, this  time  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  (p.  833). 

There  are  twenty- three  candidates  for  seventeen  seats 
on  the  Executive  of  the  North  Biitish  Branch  (p.  825). 

We  ask  for  original  information  regarding  Chelsea  pen- 
sioner, as  there  are  half-a-dczen  formulae  in  use  (p.  837). 

It  is  reported  that  1,500  American  chemists  may  be  pro- 
secuted for  buying  phenacetiu  not  made  by  Bayer  (p.  826). 

Particulars  of  the  arrangements  for  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  Meeting  in  Liverpool  are  given  on 
p.  822. 

We  report  the  second  conversazione  of  the  Royal  Society, 
at  which  some  new  developments  of  the  x  rays  were  ex- 
hibited (p.  832). 

Dr  Guisberg,  director  of  Bayer's  Farbenfabrikec,  has 
told  New  York  chemists  how  chemists  are  educated  in 
Germany  (p.  831). 

There  are  some  interesting  items  in  our  Australian 
section,  particularly  one  in  which  a  doctor  sues  a  chemist 
for  commission  (p.  827). 

The  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Company  apply  for  an  in- 
junction against  the  Liebig  Medicated  Wine  Company  in 
respect  of  the  title  (p.  833). 

The  Pasteur  laboratory  is  now  producing  an  anti-choleraic 
serum,  and  Dr.  Koux  has  obtained  Pasteur's  chair  in  the 
Academy  of  Medicine  (p.  825). 

The  Irish  Local  Government  Board  has  ordered  an  inquiry 
into  the  reasons  why  a  Board  of  Guardians  gave  a  local 
druggist  a  drug-contract  (p.  824). 

The  production  of  potassium  cyanide  in  the  Transvaal  is 
said  to  be  unprofitable,  and  the  manufacture  of  the  chemical 
there  may  be  said  to  be  at  an  end  (p.  838). 

Some  account  of  the  judicial  proceedings  of  the  General 
Medical  Council,  with  sketches  and  portraits,  is  given  on 
p.  828.    Comments  on  the  procedure  appear  on  p.  836. 

An  emplo3e  of  Mes3rs.  Oppenheimer,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited) 
has  succeeded  in  an  action  which  he  brought  against  that 
firm  claiming  three  months'  wages  on  being  summarily  dis- 
missed (p  834). 

Dr.  W.  H.  Peekin  has  concluded  his  ten  years'  research 
on  the  optical  properties  of  organic  compounds,  and  shows 
that  such  study  may  lead  to  more  precise  knowledge  of 
structure  (p.  831). 

Mr  Beecham,  of  St.  Helens,  a  creditor  of  the  Chemists' 
Association  (Limited),  now  being  wound  up,  has  obtained  a 
supervision  order  from  the  Court.  The  present  liquidator 
voluntarily  retires  (p.  833). 

Another  chemist  who  sold  his  business  to  the  Trust 
Agency  (Limited)  for  incorporation  into  the  Chemists' 
Co  operative  Society  (Limited)  has  obtained  judgment  for 
over  400!.  damages  for  non-completion  of  the  contract 
(p.  833). 

The  shareholders  of  Barclays  (Limited)  agreed  to  the 
recc n >u uction  of  the  company  on  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
directors  at  tDe  annual  meeting  held  on  Wednesday.  The 
decis  on  will  have  to  be  confirmed  by  a  sub3equent  meeting 

(p.  834;. 

The  letter  of  the  Scotch  chemist  list  week  who  substi- 
tuted Blauo's  pills  for  pil.  aloes  et  ferri,  believing  the 
presciiotr  to  hive  made  a  slip,  calls  forth  comment  from 
several  dispensers  and  medical  men,  generally  adverse  to  his 
proceeding  (p.  848). 

A  house  agent  mentioned  a  chemist's  business  to  the 
manager  of  Parkes  Drug  stores  (Limited).  The  company 
tubs' quently  bought  the  business  by  direct  negotiation. 
The  ;  gent  has  recovered  from  the  vendor  120Z.  as  commission 
in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  (p  833). 
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British.  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 


A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  at 
16  Bloomsbury  Square  on  Wednesday,  June  3,  at  3.30  p.m. 

,  Present :  Mr.  Wm.  Martindale  (President),  in  the  chair  ; 

Messrs.  Atkins,  Atfcfield,  and  Carteighe  (Vice-Presidents); 
Messrs.  Bird,  Holmes,  and  Symes,  and  Mr.  Wardleworth 
(Hon.  Local  Secretary),  Messrs.  Nay  lor  arid  Kansom  (Hon. 
General  Secretaries),  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Nightingale  (Assistant- 
Secretary). 

The  Secretaries  announced  that  letters  had  been  received 
from  Messrs.  Groves,  Umney,  Ewing,  Wells,  Coull,  Conroy, 
Martin,  Moss,  Farr,  and  Wright  rtgtetting  their  inability  to 
be  present.  • 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. 

Mr.  Wardleworth,  on  behalf  of  tbe  Local  Committee, 
presented  a  draft  programme  of  the  local  arrangements  in 
connection  with  the  Liverpool  meeting.  It  is  intended  that 
the  reception  by  the  President  shall  be  held  on  Monday 
evening,  July  27,  at  the  Walker  Art  Gallery.  The  opening 
meeting  -  of  the  Conference  will  be  held  at  the  University 
College  on  the  following  morning,  when  the  President  will 
deliver  his  address  and  the  reading  and  discussion  of  papers 
will  be  commenced.  Luncheon  will  be  provided  at  1.15  p.m. 
on  this  and  the  following  day  at  the  Adelphi  Hotel,  which 
will  be  the  headquarters  of  the  Conference.  The  business 
will  be  resumed  at  2  p.m.,  and  at  4  o'clock  it  is  intended  to 
take  a  cruise  on  the  Mersey,  visiting  the  entrance  to  the 
Manchester  Ship  Canal,  and  passing  the  doeks  up  the  river. 
Business  will  be  resumed  at  10  a.m.  on  Wednesday,  and  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  sittings  in  the  afternoon  it  is  proposed 
to  drive  to  the  Watch  Factory  at  Prescott.  The  usual 
smoking-concert  will  be  held  at  the  Adelphi  Hotel  in  the 
evening,  and  a  drawing-room  will  be  arranged  to  take  place 
at  the  same  time.  Thursday  will  be  devoted  to  the  excur- 
sion, when  it  is  intended  to  cross  the  river  and  visit  various 
places  of  interest,  including  Hawarden,  Eaton  Hall,  and 
Chester. 

It  was  moved,  seconded,  and  carried  unanimously — 

That  the  programme  as  submitted  be  accepted,  and  that  the  best 
thanks  of  the  meeting  be  accorded  to  Mr.  Wardleworth  for  his 
kindness  in  coming  from  Liverpool  to  give  details  of  the  suggested 
arrangements. 

The  place  of  meeting  for  1897  was  considered,  and  it  was 
announced  that  an  invitation  would  probably  be  received  at 
the  Liverpool  meeting. 

A  list  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  drafted  for 
recommendation  to  the  general  meeting. 

Thirty-four  gentlemen,  having  been  duly  nominated,  were 
elected  to  membership. 

Chemists  Distinguish  Themselves. 

At  the  Brewers'  Exhibition,  opened  at  Bingley  Hall, 
Birmingham,  last  week,  Mr.  George  Briggs,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Woodhouse  Lane,  Leeds,  received  tbe  gold  medal 
for  ginger  ale  ;  and  Messrs.  John  Andrews  &  Co.,  chemists, 
Cumnock,  N.B.,  received  the  bronze  medal  in  the  same 
section.  Mr.  Briggs  obtained  the  silver  medal  for  his  ale  at 
the  London  Brewers'  Exhibition  last  autumn. 

Burglary  at  a  Chemist's. 

One  night  last  week  the  premises  of  Mr.  Arthur  Oglesby, 
chemist  and  dentist,  Cheapside,  Barnsley,  were  forcibly 
entered,  and  money  and  goods  stolen  to  the  value  of  nearly 
5i.  Arriving  in  the  morning  Mr.  Edgar  Chappell,  the  manager, 


found  the  shop  in  a  state  of  disorder.  It  was  evident  that 
entrance  had  been  effected  by  a  back  window  belonging  to 
one  of  a  suite  of  rooms  used  for  dental  purposes.  The  dental 
operating-rooms  and  surgery  were  ransacked,  but  furnished 
little  booty,  the  contents  of  the  drawers  consisting  for  the 
most  part  of  teeth-extracting  implements  of  rather  forbidding 
appearance.  In  the  rooms  above  Mr.  Oglesby  had  about  50Z. 
worth  of  plate  gold  for  use  in  his  dentistry  business,  but 
these  rooms  the  visitors  seemed  to  have  passed  by.  From  the 
shop  they  took  what  loose  cash  they  could  find,  some  stamps, 
and  a  few  fancy  goods.  An  attempt  had  been  made  to  break 
open  the  safe,  in  which  a  small  hole  was  found  drilled  near 
the  lock,  but  the  effort  was  unsuccessful.  In  Mr.  Oglesby's 
opinion  the  thieves  were  disturbed,  or  took  the  alarm  at 
something,  there  being  signs  of  a  hasty  departure.  To  the 
till  which  was  robbed  there  is  a  strong  bell  attached,  and 
possibly  that  scared  them. 

Chemists  at  Cricket. 

Davy,  Yates  &  Hicks  C.C.  v.  Heron  C  C.  (Hearon,  Squire 
&  Francis). — This  match  was  played  on  June  6  at  Brockley. 
Kesult :  D.,  Y.  &  H,  65 ;  Heron,  49.  This  is  D.,  Y.  &  H.'s 
first  season,  and  this  was  their  first  match. 

Allenburjs'  Cricket:  Club  met  Barron- Harveys'  C.C.  on 
June  6,  and  won  by  50  runs.  The  full  scores  were :  Allen- 
burys,  92 ;  Barron-Harveys,  42.  For  the  winners  Needham 
made  60  not  out,  and  took  6  wickets  for  18  runs;  while  for 
the  losers  McLennon  was  best  with  15  runs. 

A  match  was  played  at  Nunhead  on  June  6  between  the 
Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy  and  the  Westminster 
College  of  Pharmacy,  in  which  the  Metropolitan  College 
scored  90  runs  and  the  Westminster  College  61  runs. 

On  Saturday,  June  6,  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.'s 
C.C.  played  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  C.C.  on  the 
former's  ground  at  Willesden,  when  B.,  B.  &  Co.  scored  63, 
and  the  Pharmaceutical  S.  C.C.  25.  Selwood,  for  the  victors, 
was  top  scorer  with  18,  not  out.  Eyley  and  Argent  per- 
formed well  with  the  ball,  taking  all  the  P.  S.  C.C.'s 
wickets. 

The  secretary  of  Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell's  C.C,  95a 
Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  writes  to  say  they  are  open  for  con- 
tests with  other  trade  club3  on  their  own  ground  on  June  27 
and  July  25. 

A  Chemist's  forfeited  Wine- licence. 

At  East  Penwith  County  Petty  Sessions  on  June  5,  Mr. 
J.  V.  Thomas  applied  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Blewett,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Hayle,  for  a  renewal  of  the  certificate  for  a  licence 
to  sell  wine.  It  will  be  remembered  that  a  conviction  was 
registered  against  Mr.  Blewett  in  April  for  selling  spirits 
without  a  licence,  and  in  consequence  his  wine-licence  was 
forfeited.  The  Excise  authorities,  however,  had  since 
intimated  that  they  would  offer  no  objection  to  Mr.  Blewett 
having  the  certificate  renewed  provided  he  could  obtain  the 
Justices'  certificate.  Mr.  Dobell,  of  Truro,  objected  to  the 
application  on  behalf  of  the  local  Licensed  Victuallers'  Asso- 
ciation ;  and  the  Bench,  after  consideration,  intimated  that 
for  the  present  they  could  not  grant  a  certificate,  but  if  the 
matter  was  brought  before  them  at  the  next  Brewster  Ses- 
sions they  would  consider  it  again. 

For  Guy's. 

Guy's  Hospital  seems  to  have  universal  sympathy  just  now. 
The  last  thing  promoted  to  benefit  its  funds  is  a  life-saving 
exhibition,  which  is  to  be  held  at  the  Central  Hal),  Holborn, 
W.C.,  from  July  9  to  18.  There  is  to  be  no  question,  so  far 
as  Guy's  is  concerned,  whether  the  exhibition  will  pay  or 
not,  as  one- third  of  the  entrance  receipts  will  be  handed  to 
the  hospital  fund.  The  direct  object  of  the  exhibition  is  to 
bring  before  the  public  the  many  devices  and  appliances 
which  now  exist  for  the  prevention  of  loss  of  life  f/om  various 
causes  and  accidents.  One  of  the  main  features  of  the  show 
will  be  the  display  of  various  kinds  of  lamps  constructed  for 
the  purpose  of  minimising  the  great  loss  of  life  which  is 
annually  reported  as  being  traceable  to  the  use  of  unsafe 
pretroleum  lights.  There  will  be  a  medical  appliances 
department,  demonstrations  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade,  railway  servants  first-aid  competitions,  health 


June  13,  1896 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DKUGGIST 


823 


lectures,  and  musical  attractions.  Space  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  Secretary  at  22  Budge  Row,  E.C. 

No  Profit  in  Priestley. 
A  chemist  at  Aston,  near  Birmingham,  has  made  a  little 
too  much  out  of  the  local  celebrity  and  world-famed  Priestley. 
In  his  window  he  exhibited  some  small  magnifying- glasses, 
with  which  it  was  claimed  that  the  sun's  rays  could  be  so 
concentrated  as  to  light  a  pipe  or  cigar.  An  inquisitive  lad 
speculated  Id.  in  one  of  the  glasses,  and  directly  he  got  out- 
side the  shop  he  proceeded  to  conduct  an  experiment  on  the 
chemist's  window-blind.  In  a  few  seconds  the  blind  began 
to  smoke,  and  in  the  course  of  a  minute  or  two  it  was  in 
flames.  A  passer-by  notified  the  pill-builder  of  the  fact,  and 
now  he  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Id.  magnifying- 
glasses  are  not  a  profitable  extra. 

Objection  to  Draper-druggist  Wine-licences. 
At  the  St.  Marylebone  Licensing  Sessions  on  Monday, 
June  8,  before  Mr.  E.  Boulnois,  M.P.,  and  a  full  bench,  Mr. 
Grey,  solicitor,  made  an  application  on  behalf  of  Messrs. 
H.  D.  Evans  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Oxford  Street,  for  a  wine- 
licence  in  respect  of  the  chemist's  shop  they  have  added  to 
their  establishment.  Mr.  Grey  said  it  was  only  intended  to 
sell  medicated  wines.  The  Chairman  said  it  would,  to  his 
mind,  become  a  very  serious  thing  if  all  the  drapers  in  London 
opened  chemists'  shops  in  their  establishments  and  then 
applied  for  wine-licences,  as  they  might  do  if  this  applica- 
tion was  granted.  The  application  was  one  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Bench,  should  not  be  dealt  with  at  that 
sessions,  but  should  come  before  the  general  annual 
licensing  meeting  in  March  next. 

The  Mineral- water  Trade  and  the  Factory  Acts. 
On  Monday  evening  Sir  J.  Blundell  Maple,  M.P.,  intro- 
duced to  the  Home  Secretary  a  deputation  from  the 
mineral-water  trade,  who  urged  that  light  work  and  healthy 
conditions  of  labour  justified  them  in  asking  for  an  order 
exempting  their  trade  from  the  increased  restrictions  of  the 
recent  factory  legislation  as  to  overtime.  It  was  stated  that 
one  firm  in  London  produced  in  summer  months  3,000,000 
bottles  of  mineral  waters  in  a  week,  and  that  30,000  women 
were  employed  in  the  trade  in  London  alone,  being  engaged 
in  washing,  labelling,  filling,  and  corking  bottles.  If  the 
new  restrictions  were  enforced,  many  of  these  women  might 
lose  their  work,  and  be  replaced  by  men,  whose  overtime 
was  not  restricted.  The  Home  Secretary  promised  to  inquire 
into  the  points  they  had  brought  before  him.  An  exception 
had  been  made  in  favour  of  women  and  young  persons 
employed  in  jam- factories,  because  in  that  industry  the  ingre- 
dients were  perishable ;  but  in  this  case  the  ingredients  were 
not  perishable,  although  the  product  might  suffer  by  being 
kept  too  long  in  stock.  He  would  consider  what  power  he 
had  in  the  matter. 

Fatal  Accident  to  a  Druggists'  Clerk. 
Mr.  Charles  Berry,  65  years  of  age,  clerk,  in  the  employ 
of  Messrs.  James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.,  wholesale  chemists, 
Manchester,  was  knocked  down  and  killed  a  few  days  ago  by 
the  Chester  express  train  at  Patricroft  station. 

Brine-pumping. 
By  an  order  just  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
provision  is  made  for  the  formation  of  a  Brine-pumping 
Compensation  Board.  By  the  Brine-pumping  Act  the  salt 
and  alkali  makers  in  the  North wich  district  are  to  contribute 
up  to  3d.  per  1,000  gallons  of  brine  pumped  for  damage 
occasioned  by  the  subsidence  of  property.  The  Board  is 
to  be  elected  in  November,  and  will  consist  of  nine  members, 
of  whom  three  are  appointed  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council,  two  by  the  North  wich  Urban  Council,  one  by  the 
Northwich  Rural  Council,  and  three  by  the  brine-pumpers. 
The  Chairman  of  the  County  Council  will  act  as  returning- 
officer  at  the  election,  at  which  the  brine-pumpers  vote  for 
candidates  on  the  basis  of  one  for  every  10,000,000  gallons 
of  brine  pumped  in  the  year  preceding.  The  Board  retains 
office  for  three  years. 

A  Suggestion  for  the]Pharmaceutical  Society. 
At  an  inquest  held  in  Sheffield  on  Saturday  last,  it  ap- 
peared that  a  man  named  Mason  had  died  on  June  4  from  '.he 


effects  of  poison.  It  was  found  that  he  had  obtained 
Qd.  worth  of  laudanum  from  a  chemist's  shop  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  as  it  was  alleged  he  was  under  the  influence 
of  drink  at  the  time,  the  chemist  was  summoned  to  give 
evidence.  The  wife  of  the  deceased  said,  when  she  heard 
that  her  husband  had  taken  poison  she  went  to  the  chemist's 
shop  kept  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  was  told  that  her  husband 
had  bought  \d.  worth  of  laudanum,  which  he  said  he  wanted 
for  his  back.  Dr.  W.  Mitchell  came  to  see  her  husband,  who 
was  removed  to  the  hospital.  Mr.  Thomas  Mitchell,  of 
28  Hobart  Street,  stated  that  he  managed  the  chemist's  shop 
at  152  Sharrow  Lane  for  his  brother,  Dr.  Walter  Mitchell. 
He  was  not  a  qualified  man.  The  deceased  purchased 
<\d.  worth  of  laudanum,  sajing  he  wanted  it  to  rub  his 
back  with.  He  appeared!  to  be  sober,  and,  as  he  was 
holding  his  hand  to  his  back,  witness  was  of  opinion  he 
was  very  ill.  He  was  unaware  that  he  had  committed  any 
breach  of  the  law  by  selling  laudanum,  although  his  brother 
did  not  happen  to  be  in  the  shop. 

The  jury  expressed  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Mitchell  had 
acted  wrongly  in  selling  such  a  quantity  of  laudanum  to  the 
deceased,  and  the  Coroner  said  if  any  proceedings  were 
taken  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  would  undertake  them. 

A  Horse  Runs  Through  a  Chemist's  Window. 

At  Falmouth,  on  June  4,  a  frightened  horse,  ridden  by  a 
young  mao,  bolted  up  the  street  and  rushed  with  full  force 
into  the  window  of  Messrs.  Wilmer  &  Co.,  chemists,  smash- 
ing two  panes  of  plate  glass  and  damaging  goods  in  the 
window  to  the  value  of  15Z.  or  201.  The  rider  escaped  with 
cuts  in  the  head  and  wrists,  but  the  animal  was  terribly 
injured. 

Chemist  and  Colonel. 

Lieut.-Col.  Foster,  who  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  Volunteer  movement  for  many  years,  and  who 
carries  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  at 
Cullompton,  was  present  at,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Devon 
County  Volunteer  Association,  held  at  the  Clyst  Valley 
Range  last  week,  when  he  managed  to  put  on  33  from  the 
knee  at  500  yards,  one  of  the  best  performances  of  the 
meeting.  Commenting  on  this  fact,  a  correspondent  writes 
to  a  contemporary  :  "  The  gallant  colonel  has  seen  something 
like  three  score  years  and  ten,  and  it  is  believed  that  a  similar 
feat  to  his  has  never  been  achieved  by  a  man  of  his  age." 

A  Day  in  Cornwall. 

With  a  party  of  over  seventy,  and  typical  June  weather, 
the  annual  excursion  of  the  Plymouth  and  District  Chemists 
Association,  on  Wednesday  last,  proved  a  decided  success 
Starting  from  Plymouth,  the  party  journeyed  by  saloon  car- 
riages to  St.  Germans,  Cornwall,  and  thence  by  waggonettes 
to  St.  Germans  Hut,  a  favourite  haunt  of  the  tourist.  A 
further  drive  through  the  picturesque  Cornish  scenery,  and 
Downderry  was  reached.  Here  boating  and  bathing  were 
indulged  in,  and  at  6  o'clock  high  tea  was  served  in  the 
pavilion,  where  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Park, 
President.  Complimentary  speeches  occupied  a  little  time, 
after  which  the  sports  took  place,  when  the  "  knights  of  the 
pestle  "  entered  the  lists  and  proved  their  powers  as  their 
originals  in  days  of  old,  tugs- of- war  being  substituted  for 
tilting  at  the  ring.  At  8.30  p.m.  the  return  journey  was 
begun,  and  by  road  and  rail  Plymouth  was  reached  after  a 
good  day's  outing.  A  photograph  of  the  group  was  taken  as 
a  memento  of  the  occasion.  Great  credit  for  the  success 
of  the  day  is  due  to  the  energetic  committee,  which  in- 
cluded Messrs.  C.  J.  Park,  J.  G.  Netting,  James  Cocks,  P.  A. 
Kelly,  H.  O.  Westcott,  E.  T.  Cocks,  and  A.  D.  Breeze  (Hon. 
Secretary). 

The  Stramonium  cigarette  Business. 
At  the  Manchester  Police  Court,  on  Tuesday,  Levi  Small,  who 
was  stated  to  reside  at  Birmingham,  was  charged  on  remand 
with  having  obtained  money  by  means  of  false  pretences  from 
a  number  of  small  shopkeepers  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  was 
alleged  that  the  prisoner  had  induced  people  to  purchase 
cigarettes,  which  he  represented  were  good  for  asthma, 
bronchitis,  and  lung-troubles.  He  also  promised  to  appoint 
them  as  salaried  agents,  and  to  refund  the  money  expended 
on  the  cigarettes  if  they  were  not  sold.  After  it  had  been 
proved  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner  that  the  goods  were  what 
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he  represented  them  to  be,  Mr.  Headlam  said  that  tinder  the 
circumstances  he  must  lay  the  depositions  before  the  Public 
Prosecutor. 

Carbolic  Victims. 

We  note  the  deaths  from  carbolic-acid  poisoning  since  we 
last  reported,  a  fortnight  ago,  of  the  following  : — 

Fanny  Miller,  of  Grimsby  (22),  daughter  ofa  sea  captain. 
She  had  been  suffering  from  a  spinal  disease,  and  had  been 
greatly  depressed. 

Thomas  Wrigley  (55),  a  Manchester  cabdrivar,  after 
drinking  heavily  finished  up  with  carbolic  acid. 

George  Philpot,  carman,  of  Southwark,  who  had  been 
despondent  lately  because  he  could  not  get  permanent 
employment,  committed  suicide  with  carbolic  acid. 

John  McNaught,  a  Scotchman,  living  near  the  Caledonian 
Koad,  N.,  took  home  a  quartern  of  whisky  in  a  medicine-  bottle, 
which  he  placed  on  the  kitchen  sideboard  beside  a  similar- 
sized  bottle  holding  crude  carbolic  acid.  Before  going  to 
bed  he  left  his  wife,  saying  "  he  wanted  another  drop  of 
whisky,"  entered  the  badly-lit  kitchen,  and  drank  the  con- 
tents of  the  carbolic-acid  bottle  by  mistake.  Before  the 
doctor  arrived  he  was  dead. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.— July 
Examinations. 

The  last  days  for  entrance  will  be  as  follows : — For 
the  Preliminary  examination,  Monday,  Jane  22  ;  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Licence  examination,  Wednesday,  June  24 ; 
for  the  Pharmaceutical  Assistants'  examination,  Monday, 
Jane  29;  for  the  Registered  Druggists'  examination,  Tues- 
day, June  30. 

Drapers'  Boxes  Damaga  a  Druggist. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Kankin,  of  Belfast,  the  secretary  of  the  Irish 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Association,  who  travels  in  Ireland 
for  Messrs.  Boehm,  of  London,  and  for  Messrs.  Ball  &  Sons, 
of  Liverpool,  met  with  a  nasty  accident  at  Omagh  railway- 
station  last  week.  Mr.  Rankin  was  passing  through  the 
station  and  proceeding  towards  the  train,  when  suddenly  a 
number  of  drapers'  cases,  which  had  been  piled  up  on  the 
platform,  came  toppling  on  him,  felled  him  to  the  ground, 
and  seriously  injured  his  legs.  He  was  extricated  from  the 
boxes,  and  after  a  time  proceeded  to  Strabane,  but  there  be 
became  so  ill  that  medical  attendance  had  to  be  obtained. 
He  was  got  home  to  Belfast,  and  has  since  been  under  the 
treatment  of  Dr.  Tweedie. 

Drug- contracts. 

Mr.  William  Cooke,  Gorey,  has  secured  the  contract  for 
the  supply  of  drugs  and  medicines  to  the  Gorey  Union. 

Messrs.  Thacker  &  Hoffe,  chemists,  Dublin,  have  been 
appointed  drug  and  medicine  contractors  to  the  Killarney 
Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  notified  a  number  of 
Poor-law  Unions  throughout  the  country  that  in  future  the 
prescribed  form  of  tender  for  drugs  and  medicines  must  b i 
used  exclusively,  aDd  that  the  conditions  laid  down  as 
regards  the  analysis  of  drugs  must  invariably  be  observed. 

The  Mullingar  Board  of  Guardians  are  in  trouble  over  1h3 
recently-made  drug  and  medicine  contrast  to  the  Union. 
The  Local  Government  Board  has  informei  them  that,  in 
consequence  of  a  report  from  the  Medical  Iaspeiror  (Or. 
Stafford)  a  sworn  inqairy  will  be  held  on  June  15  into  the 
cirumstmcas  undsr  whish   the   Gurdians  acsep'id  the 


tender  of  a  local  contractor  without  opening  the  tenders  of 
other  contractors.  From  an  examination  of  the  prices  a*; 
which  the  drugs  most  generally  in  use  in  the  dispensaries  of 
the  Union  were  tendered  for  by  the  competing  firms,  it  would 
appear  that  the  action  of  the  Guardians  may  lead  to  very 
heavy  loss  on  the  part  of  the  ratepayers.  Dr.  Stafford  also 
reported  that  although  the  present  contractor,  under  the 
terms  of  the  contract  and  bond,  had  undertaken  to  supply 
articles  requisitioned  outside  the  authorised  list  at  wholesale 
prices,  the  Guardians  had  permitted  the  contractor  to  charge 
for  articles  not  on  that  list  at  a  special  rate  fixed  by  the 
contractor.  The  Guardians  defend  their  action  on  the- 
ground  that  none  of  the  tenderer,  save  the  one  appointed, 
had  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  advertisement. 

A  Keverse. 

At  Dublin,  on  Saturday  last,  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice; 
Messrs.  Barron  &  Bjrne,  chemists  and  mineral- water  manu- 
facturers, Dublin,  appealed  from  a  decision  of  the  Recorder 
awarding  the  sum  of  81.  to  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought 
against  them  by  Mr.  Greenfield,  formerly  a  partner  in  the 
concern.  Evidence  was  given  that  the  partnership  was 
dissolved  under  an  agreement  by  which  the  plaintiff  was 
entitled  to  remain  on  as  an  emploje  until  May  1.  Appellants 
alleged  that  owing  to  Greenfield's  carelessness  and  his  dis- 
obedience of  instructions  regarding  his  duty  he  was  properly 
dismissed  on  April  6,  all  wages  being  paid  up  to  that  date. 
The  Lord  Chief  Justice  reversed  the  decree,  with  costs. 

Compounders  and  what  the  L.G.B.  Think  of  Them. 

Mr.  James  Acheson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Ballymena 
has  been  appointed  temporary  compounder  of  medicines  toi 
the  local  Union,  pending  the  election  of  a  successor  to  Dr. 
Gillmer,  deceased. 

The  Local  Government  Board  think  a  salary  of  100Z.  per 
annum  for  a  compounder  of  medicine  to  the  Castlereagh 
Dispensary  is  excessive,  and  say  a  suitable  man  can  be  pro- 
cured for  40Z  or  so.  The  Gaardians  thitk  otherwise,  and 
insist  on  "  their  lights." 


A  Fraternal  Trip. 

The  annual  excursion  in  connection  with  the  Edinburgh 
District  Chemists'  Association  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
June  17.  Full  particulars  and  tickets — from  Edinburgh, 
10s  6d.,  and  from  Glasgow,  8s.  6d  ,  each,  including  dinner 
and  tea  at  Tarbet  Hotel — may  be  had  from  the  Hon.  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  C.  F.  Henry,  1  Brandon  Terrace,  Edinburgh.  The 
excursion  is  not  confined  to  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  men, 
as  chemists  in  the  towns  that  the  Linlithgow  and  Falkirk 
line  passes  through  may  also  join  it ;  for  if  there  is  anything 
that  the  Association  members  believe  in  it  is  the  sajing, 
"  Aye  the  mair  the  meirier."  Mr.  Henry  will  give  all  infor- 
mation. The  train  starts  from  Waverley  Station  at 
8  50  a  m. 

Gibson  v.  Anderson. 

Lord  Kincairney  has  heard  counsel  in  the  Court  of  Session 
on  the  question  of  the  adjustment  of  issues  to  be  submitted 
to  the  jury  in  the  action  brought  by  Gibson  &  Co  ,  Nioolson 
Street  and  South  Clerk  Street,  Edinburgh,  against  Anderson 
&  Co  ,  wholesale  chemists,  Leith,  claiming  500Z  as  damages 
for  alleged  breach  of  agreement.  The  plaintiffs'  ca'e  was 
that  defendants  agreed  to  stop  proceedings  in  an  action  for 
payment  of  a  debt  of  43Z.  on  condition  that  plaintiffs  paid 
251.  in  cash.  Although  plaintiffs  paid  the  25Z.  the  case  went 
on  ;  there  was  no  appearance  for  the  present  plaintiffs  in 
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court,  and,  consequently,  decree  was  obtained  against  them, 
and  the  name  of  the  plaintiffs'  firm  was  published  in  the 
"  Black  List  "  Mr.  Watt  (for  Messrs'.  Anderson)  objected  to 
the  issue  on  the  ground  of  relevancy.  He  argued  that 
unless  malice  was  averred  damages. could  not  be  claimed  in 
connection  with  judicial  proceedings,  and  he  quoted  oases  to 
show  that  it  had  been  held  that  in  such  a  case  damages 
could  not  be  claimed  against  a  party  taking  out  a  decree 
because  the  name  of  the  party  against  whom  decree 
had  been  obtained  was  published  in  the  black  list. 
Lord  Kincairney  said  he  thought  the  ground  of  the 
opinion  quoted  by  counsel  was  not  that  the  proceedings 
were  of  a  judicial  character,  but  because  the  other 
party  had  neglected  to  see  that  proceedings  were  not 
taken  against  him.  Mr.  Watt  said  the  ground  really 
was  that  it  was  not  necessarily  an  intentional  legal  wrong 
committed  when  a  man  took  decree  or  allowed  decree 
to  go  out  against  a  party  who  had  paid  him  his  debt  in  the 
course  of  the  judicial  proceedings.  He  further  argued  that 
the  Court  could  not  admit  that  a  slip  occurring  between  a 
principal  and  agent  would  infer  negligence  of  a  kind  that 
would  justify  an  action  for  damages.  He  argued  that  the 
defendant  had  taken  all  the  means  he  could  to  inform  the 
agent  that  the  case  was  not  to  go  on  by  postiDg  a  letter  to 
him  on  the  Saturday.  Mr.  Kemp  (for  Messrs.  Gibson)  argued 
that  the  insertion  of  the  word  "  maliciously"  was  unnecessary. 
He  submitted  that  the  case  quoted  was  not  applicable  in  the 
present  case  because  the  damages  in  this  case  were  soueht 
for  breach  of  agreement.  A  condition  of  paying  the  25Z 
was  that  Messrs.  Anderson  agieed  to  stop  the  pioceedirgp. 
There  had  been  a  breach  of  that  contract,  and  he  did  nor, 
need  to  aver  malice  in  claiming  damages  for  a  breach  of 
contract.    Ultimately  Lord  Kincairney  reserved  judgment. 

North  British  Branch  Executive. 
There  are  twenty-three  candidates  for  seventeen  vacan- 
cies in  the  Executive  of  the  North  British  Branch  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  Mr.  Adam  Gibson,  Edinburgh,  and 
Mr.  John  Nesbit,  Portobello,  members  of  the  present  Execu- 
tive, do  not  seek  re-election.  The  following  are  the  candi- 
dates for  the  seats  in  the  chamber  which  Colonel  Storrar, 
one  of  the  members,  has  hinted  is  that  superior  place 
where  there  is  nothing  to  do : — 

1.  Aitken,  Robert,  73  Princes  Street,  Edinburgh. 

2.  Baker,  William  Charles,  13  Dundas  Street,  Eiiuburgh. 
*3.  Bowman,  John,  3  Duke  Street,  Leith. 
*4.  Coull,  George,  17  Smith's  Place,  Leith  Walk,  Edinburgh. 
*5.  Currie,  William  Little,  223  Byres  Road,  Dowanliill,  Glasgow. 
*6.  Davidson,  Alexander,  172  High  Streei,  Montrose. 

7.  Dunlop,  Thoma?,  181  Albert  Road,  Pollockshields,  Glasgow. 

*8.  Ewing,  James  Laidlaw,  9  Princes  Street,  Edinburgh. 

*9.  Fisher,  John  Hutchison,  6S  High  Street,  Dunfermline. 
*10.  Hardie,  James  Miller,  68  High  Street,  Dundee. 
•11.  Henry,  Claude  Francis,  1  Brandon  Terrace,  Edinburgh. 
*12.  Kermath,  William  Ramsay,  1  North  Bell  Street,  St.  Andrews. 
*13.  Kerr,  Charles,  56  Nethergate,  Dundee. 
•14.  Lunan,  George,  20  Queensferry  Street,  Edinburgh. 
*15.  McAdam,  Robert,  34  Virginia  Street,  Glasgow. 

16.  McKellar,  Arthur,  69  South  Portland  Street,  Glasgow. 

17.  Mackenzie,  James,  45  Forrest  Road,  Edinburgh. 

18.  McLaren,  David,  42  South  Clerk  Street,  Edinburgh. 

19.  Macpherson,  Colin  Allen,  S7  Dairy  Road,  Edinburgh. 

20.  Mitchell,  Donald,  30  Union  Street,  Inverness. 
*21.  Moir,  James,  447  Victoria  Road,  Crosshill,  Glasgow. 
*22.  Paterson,  James,  15  Regent  Quay,  Aberdeen. 
*23.  S.rachan,  Alexander,  133  Rosemount  Place,  Aberdeen. 

Those  marked  with  an  asterisk  are  members  of  the  retiring 
Executive.  The  election  will  take  place  on  F.idiy  of  j_ext 
week. 


French  mews, 

{From  our  Paris  Correspond  en'. ~\ 


The  Society  of  Pharmacists  fob  the  Manufacture 
of  Iodine  will  hold  a  general  meeting  of  its  shareholders 
on  June  25  at  the  Hotel  des  Societei  aavantes,  28  Rue  Ser- 
pente,  Paris.  The  present  position  of  the  Society  will  be 
explained  at  the  meeting,  and  the  business  usual  on  such 
occasions  will  be  transacted.    The  works  of  the  company 


are  mentioned  as  being  at  Lampaul  Ploiiaizel,  tear  Saint- 
Benan,  Finislee. 

Foreign  Medical  Students  formed  the  subject  of  a 
question  by  M.  L.  Lonnebroque  at  the  Chamber  ot  Deputies 
on  Tuesday  last.  The  difficulty  that  has  arisen  is  tha"; 
foreign  doctors  are  practising  in  France  who  have  not.  had 
either  to  go  through  the  same  studies  or  the  same  military 
service  as  French  subjects.  The  Chamber  voted  in  favour  of 
a  proposition  by  M.  Bertrand,  to  the  effect  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  at  once  introduce  a  Bill  concerning  the  position 
of  foreign  doctors  and  students  in  France.  It  is  stated  that 
there  are  at  least  400  foreign  practitioners  in  Paris  alone. 

At  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine,  Dr.  Roux,  of 
the  Pasteur  Institute,  has  been  elected  to  the  seat  rendered 
vacant  by  the  death  of  M.  Pasteur.  The  new  academician's 
bacteriological  work,  especially  in  connection  with  diphtheria, 
is  well  known,  and  he  was  warmly  applauded  on  taking  his 
seat  at  the  Academy  of  Medicine  last  Tuesday.  At  the  same 
meeting  D  '.  Cornil  announced  that  the  French  Medical  Pres3 
intends  to  celebrate  next  autumn  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  use  of  anaesthesia  in  medicine,  and  asked  the  Academy 
to  support  the  commemoration.  A  vote  was  passed  in  favour 
of  doing  so. 

"  A  Tbagic  Idyll,"  a  tale  of  cosmopolitan  life,  is  the 
latest  book  by  the  popular  writer,  Paul  Bouxget.  In  it  are 
introdu  :ed  the  characters  of  an  Austrian  Archduke  who  is 
des  ribed  as  "  jealous,  ferocious"  and — culminating  crime — 
"  a  ctnemist."  Also  Miss  Flossie  Marsb,  niece  of  an  American 
railway  king,  who  "  understands  archaeology,  paints,  and 
manipulate!  in  chemical  labaratories."  She  marries  a  M. 
Marcel  Verdier,  who  has  been  educated  at  the  Eoole  NormaJe,. 
and  of  whom  she  promises  to  make  a  second  Edison.  M. 
Bonrget  has  not  dwelt  at  length  on  the  acquirements  of  his 
subjects  in  chemistry,  though  evidently  the  theme  has 
tempted  him  a  good  deal. 

Anti-choleraic  Serum — The  question  of  tin  cure  of 
cholera  seems  to  be  an  all-important  one  at  the  Pasteur 
Insitute  just  now.  Researches  on  the  subject  have  bsen 
going  on  for  a  long  time  at  the  famous  laboratory,  princi- 
pally by  Drs.  Metchnikof,  E.  Roux,  and  Salembeni,  who 
believe  they  have  now  discovered  the  real  toxine  of  cholera. 
The  new  serum  has  been  experimented  with  on  young 
rabbits,  which,  as  Dr.  Metchnikof  found  two  jears  ago,  can 
take  true  human  cholera.  The  serum  cured  a  certain 
number  of  young  rabbits  suffering  from  cholera,  but  injected 
animals  not  immunised  by  the  serum  have  often  suc- 
cumbed. The  discovery  is,  however,  still  in  the  experi- 
mental stage. 

Murder  of  a  Chemist. — Last  Sunday  night,  about 
11  o'clock,  M.  ■  Collin,  chemist,  of  Bailleul-sur-Thcrain 
(Oise),  was  returning  home  with  his  wife  from  a  neighbour- 
ing village  when  they  were  caught  up  by  t  vo  cyclists,  whom 
they  recognised  as  another  chemist,  Wilhelm  by  name,  and 
his  wife.  Mme.  Collin  wished  the  couple  "  good-night,"  but 
Wilhelm  suddenly  got  off  his  bicyclette,  knocked  Collin 
down,  and  finally  shot  him  dead  with  a  revolver.  He 
mounted  his  machine  again,  and  quietly  joined  hi*  wife. 
Mme.  Collin  was  left  alone  in  the  darkness  with  the  body  of 
her  dead  husband  until  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  a 
chance  passer-by  gave  her  assistance  in  having  it  conveyed 
home.  Wilhelm  has  been  arrested,  and  pleads  self-defence, 
but  he  appears  to  be  mentally  weak. 

An  Association  of  Pharmaceutical  Students. — 
Taking  the  lead  from  the  association  of  pharmacy-assist- 
ants, pharmaceutical  students  announce  the  formation  of  an 
association  comprising  the  "Universality  of  students  of 
pharmacy  of  France,  the  professors  of  the  various  schools, 
and  pharmacists  in  business  "  This  Association  is  stated  to 
have  no  commercial  object,  and  has  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  Military  Hospital  Society  promising  its  aid  and  sup- 
port. A  representative  of  the  C.  Sf  D.  called  at  the  Paris 
School  of  Pharmacy  a  few  days  ago  to  obtain  some  parti- 
culars of  the  Society.  The  officials  of  the  school  professed 
to  be  ignorant  of  its  doings,  and  referred  to  it  as  "  an  affair 
got  up  amongst  the  students  themselves."  A  notice  was, 
however,  posted  in  the  hall  bearing  the  heading  of  "Asso- 
ciation Amicale  des  Etudiants  en  pharmacie  de  France. "  It 
was  signed  "  Le  Comity,"  and  was  merely  a  vote  of  thanks 
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to  the  "  Chers  Camarades"  for  their  kind  approbation  at  a 
recent  meeting. 

The  Fbench  Codex. — In  an  article  published  by  the 
Lyons  Bulletin  de  Pharmacie,  M.  A.  Lambert  says  there  is 
some  injustice  in  constantly  reproaching  the  compilers  of  the 
Codex  with  the  imperfections  of  their  work.  There  are  not 
enough  pharmacists  on  the  committee,  and  they  have  an 
extremely  difficult  task  to  perform.  All  they  can  do  is  to 
undertake  a  work  of  compilation,  and,  as  the  documents  at 
their  disposal  are  often  wanting  in  exactness,  M.  Lambert 
says  it  is  not  surprising  that  errors  occur.  He  adds,  "  The 
Codex  will  never  give  real  satisfaction  to  pharmacy  until  it 
is,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  collective  work  of  all  pharma- 
cists. It  would  be  well  if  the  various  societies  of  pharmacy 
could  prepare  the  work  of  the  official  committee  by  making 
a  complete  study  of  all  medicaments  in  constant  use,  and 
by  submitting  to  severe  criticism  the  various  published 
works  on  pharmacology,  as  well  as  the  notes  published  in 
the  professional  journals."  The  writer  asks  that  at  each 
meeting  of  the  Lyons  Society  of  Pharmacy  several  pages  of 
the  Codex  should  be  examined  and  discussed. 


foreign  ano  Colonial  IFlewa. 


A  poisoning  ASE  with  antipjrin  is  reported  from 
"Kattowitz,  in  Germany.  The  victim  was  a  young  lady  who 
took  an  overdose  (quantity  not  stated)  as  a  remedy  against 
headache.  Collapse  followed,  and  the  patient  died  in  spite 
of  promptly  forthcoming  medical  aid. 

The  New  York  Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry  last  month  entertained  three  distinguished  foreign 
chemists — Dr.  C.  Duisberg,  director  of  the  Farhenfabriken, 
vorm.  Friedr.  Bayer  &  Co.,  of  Elberfeld  ;  Dr.  C.  Kolbe,  son  of 
the  inventor  of  salicylic  acid,  and  himself  the  inventor  of 
guaiacol ;  and  Dr.  Le  Petit,  of  Milan — to  dinner  at  the  Man- 
hattan Club. 

Carbolic-acid  Poisoning  at  Johannesburg.— Three 
young  Dutchmen  were  being  entertained  at  the  house  of  an 
acquaintance  at  Johannesburg,  and  a  glass  of  a  golden-orange 
liquid  believed  to  be  Cape  sherry  was  set  before  each  of  them. 
The  liquid  was  carbolic  acid,  and,  after  drinking,  the  three 
men  had  to  be  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  two  of  them  died. 
The  third  lies  in  a  precarious  condition.  How  three  sober 
men  could  swallow  a  glassful  of  carbolic  acid  each  without, 
apparently,  crying  out  or  notioing  the  difference  in  the  aroma 
between  the  fatal  liquid  and  sherry  passes  understanding. 

Decaying  Business — "  British'  trade  with  the  great  port 
of  Trieste  is  decaying,"  says  our  Consul,  and  gives  the  follow- 
ing instance  among  others  : — "Since  the  year  1820  there  has 
been  a  firm  in  Trieste  who  hav'e  dealt  exclusively  in  British 
manufactures  of  almost  every  description,  except,  perhaps, 
heavy  goods  such  as  coal,  metals,  and  machinery.  Now, 
after  seventy-five  years  in  this  miscellaneous  business,  the 
bouse  is  about  to  close  its  doors,  the  manager  stating  that, 
although  British  goods  are  infinitely  superior  to  the  native 
articles,  they  can  no  longer  compete  because  the  Customs 
duties  are  so  high.  The  closing  of  the  fi  ee  port  was  the  last 
straw,  and  he  considers  it  is  useless  to  struggle  further,  for 
he  has  done  less  and  less  business  since." 

A  New  Liquor  LAW  affecting  druggists  has  been 
enacted  in  New  York.  It  provides  that  liquors  can  only  be 
sold  in  drug-stores  "upon  the  written  prescription  of  a 
regularly  licensed  phjsician,  signed  by  such  physician,  which 
prescription  shall  state  the  date  of  the  prescription  and  the 
name  of  the  person  for  whom  prescribed,  and  shall  be  pre- 
served by  the  vendor,  pasted  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose, 
and  be  only  filled  once.  The  liquor  must  not  be  drunk  on  the 
premises  where  sold."  The  tax  payable  by  diuggists  is  in 
cities  of  1,500,COO  population  or  more  #100,  down  to  $10  for 
places  of  a  population  of  1,200.  The  Act  does  not  apply  to 
the  sale  without  prescription  of  alcohol  to  be  used  for 
medicinal,  mechanical,  or  chemical  purposes. 

Drugs  and  Chemicals  for  Smyrna. — Smyrna  uses  an 
enormous  quantity  of  potash  in  its  raisin-industry.  This 
potash  comes  from  Austria  and  Germany,  Austria  having  the 
bigger  share  of  the  business.   The  law  provides  that  the 


potash  shall  contain  not  less  than  50,  nor  more  than  64,  per 
cent,  of  carbonate  of  potassium.  The  Smyrna  buyers  are 
very  particular  about  the  appearance  of  the  stuff.  They  like 
it  of  uniform  appearance  and  in  lumps  showing  a  greenish- 
blue  tint  throughout.  More  than  half  the  drugs  used  in 
Smyrna  come  from  France,  the  next  largest  source  of  supply 
is  Britain,  then  comes  Germany.  Formerly  France  was  also 
paramount  in  soaps  and  perfumery,  but  Britain,  Germany, 
and  Austria  are  now  beginning  to  secure  that  trade. 

German  Syndicates  and  their  Ways —Last  year  the 
German  glassmakers  formed  a  syndicate,  which  has  already 
twice  raised  the  price  of  glass,  and  a  furthur  advance  is 
anticipated,  which,  of  course,  is  not  relished  by  consumers. 
The  tendency  of  several  branches  of  German  industry  to  sell 
to  other  countries  at  prices  that  leave  no  margin  whatever, 
while  recouping  themselves  by  skinning  the  helpless  home 
consumer,  has  been  followed  by  the  glass  syndicate.  But  this 
policy  has  also  its  difficulties.  For  example,  a  London  firm, 
availing  themselves  of  the  specially  low  rate  of  glass  quoted 
by  the  syndicate  for  export  to  England,  bought  a  considerable 
quantity,  but,  instead  of  importing  it  into  England,  sold  it 
with  a  good  profit  to  a  Berlin  house,  thereby  enabling  that 
firm  to  sell  the  goods  below  the  price  fixed  for  the  home 
market.  The  syndicate  brought  an  action  against  the  Berlin 
house,  but  the  suit  was  dismissed  by  the  German  Court. 

A  Chemist  in  a  Madras  Gaol. — Some  time  ago,  in  a 
suit  brought  by  Mr.  Savege,  chemist,  Montrose,  N  B  ,  against 
Mr.  R.  M.  Savege  and  Mr.  Frost,  carrying  on  business  as 
chemists  under  the  name  and  style  of  Savege  &  Co.,  Mount 
Road,  Madras,  a  decree  was  passed  against  Mr.  Frost  for 
3,052  rs.,  together  with  interest  and  costs.  In  execution  of 
the  said  decree,  Mr.  Frost  was  arrested  on  May  11,  and  in- 
carcerated in  the  Civil  Debtors'  Gaol.  Two  days  later 
application  was  made  before  Mr.  Justice  Davies  at  the 
High  Court  for  the  debtor's  release.  This  was  opposed  on 
behalf  of  the  execution  creditor,  on  the  ground  that  the 
judgment  debtor  had,  after  the  institution  of  the  suit  in 
question,  transferred  his  interest  in  the  firm  to  his  wife 
without  considering  the  claim  of  the  execution  creditor ;  and 
finally  his  Lordship  passed  an  order  directing  Mr.  Frost  to 
be  committed  to  gaol  for  the  full  term  of  his  warrant.  Mr. 
Frost,  it  has  been  suggested,  may  put  in  his  paper  for  the 
insolvency,  and  then  the  question  of  his  release  or  not  would 
be  considered. 

English  Refined  Camphor  in  the  States. — The 
American  wholesale  trade  are  troubled  in  their  minds  about 
the?  position  of  refined  camphor.  It  is  said  in  New  York, 
according  to  the  Shipping  and  Commercial  List  of  that  city, 
that  the  foieign  camphor-refiners  have  cabled  instructions 
to  their  American  agents  to  keep  the  price  of  refined  camphor 
2c.  per  lb.  below  that  of  the  American  makers,  come 
what  may.  "  On  the  heels  of  this  information,"  says  our 
contemporary,  "  comes  the  report  that  members  of  the  crude 
syndicate  have  pulled  themselves  together,  and  decided  to 
convert  their  large  stocks  into  refined,  having  already  made 
contracts  with  three  English  refiners  for  at  least  one  year's 
operations.  The  American  markets  are  to  be  worked  in  the 
interest  of  this  English-refined  product.  Hereafter  the 
American  refined  is  to  be  undersold  in  its  own  territory,  no 
matter  what  price  may  be  named.  Probably  peace  negotia- 
tions will  bring  about  a  different  situation  before  next 
e<  a  son,  but  during  the  balance  of  this  summer,  at  least,  the 
warfare  may  be  carried  on.  The  comparatively  high  prices 
of  the  past  few  months  influenced  the  refiners  of  England 
and  Germany  to  try  the  experiment  of  unloading  their 
surplus  supplies  in  the  United  States.  A  previous  attempt 
bad  been  made  to  procure  a  foothold  here  for  English  bell- 
sbaped  camphor,  bat  consumers  preferred  either  the  1-oz. 
cubes  or  the  larger  cakes,  and  the  b8lls  did  not  sell." 

Phenacetin  .  in  U.S.A. — We  have  at  various  times 
reported  that  the  patent  rights  of  phenacetin  in  the  United 
States  are  held  "by  the  firm  of  Dickerson  &  Brown,  whoobtaia 
the  drug  from  Bayer  &  Co.rof  Elberfeld,  and  sell  it  through 
Schieffelin  &  Co.  The  American  price  is  much  higher  than 
the  European  one,  and  in  consequence  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  phenacetin  sold  which  has  not  passed  through 
Schieffelin's  hands.  Many  druggists  who  have  sold  this  so- 
called  contraband  phenacetin  have  been  fined,  and  now, 
says  the  Era,  the  alleged  ringleader  in  the  concern  is 
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waiting  his  trial  on  a  criminal  action  for  perjury.  This  is  a 
Mr.  A.  C.  Davis,  of  Falton,  N.Y.,  who  is  alleged  to  have  sold 
phenacetin  to  1,500  retail  druggists.  At  first  Dickerson  & 
Brown  tried  to  get  at  bim  by  civil  action,  but  tbeir  evidence 
was  insufficient,  for  Davis  and  his  customers  bad  arranged  to 
destroy  all  documents  passing  between  them,  and  the 
Fulton  postmaster  declined  to  give  evidence  excepi  in  a 
criminal  action.  In  the  civil  action  Davis  pleaded  not  guilty 
of  selling  phenacetin,  and  this  is  now  taken  as  the  basis  of 
the  action  for  perjury.  The  important  result,  for  the  prose- 
cutors, follows  that  the  postmaster  is  brought  in  as  a  witness, 
and  he  has  had  to  disclose  his  money-order  transactions 
between  Davis  and  bis  customers,  so  that  Dickerson  &  Brown 
have  got  the  names  of  1,500  retail  druggists,  whom  they 
threaten  to  prosecute.  It  looks  a  clever  move,  but  how  the 
first  action  will  result  has  jet  to  be  seen. 


Hustralasian  IRews, 


Most  of  the  following  notes  are  based  upon  information 
of  the  May  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Aus- 
tralasia published  at  Melbourne.  Copies  of  that  journal 
(price  6d.  each)  may  be  had  from  the  publisher,  42  Cannon 
Street,  E.C. 

A  Food  and  Dbug3  Act  in  New  South  Wales.— The 
Prime  Minister  of  New  South  Wales  has  announced  that  his 
Government  intend  next  session  to  pass  a  Bill  to  protect 
people  against  adulteration  of  diink  or  food.  This  is  a 
matter  which  will  need  watching  on  the  part  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  New  South  Wales.  If  the  Bill  touches 
medicines  at  all  it  is  highly  desirable  that  it  should  take  up  a 
definite  position  as  to  how  far  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  is 
to  be  the  legal  standard  for  drugs  in  ordinary  use  and  for 
dispensing. 

The  Dbug-tea.de  in  New  South  Wales. — The  imports 
of  drugs  and  chemicals  into  New  South  Wales  have  increased 
by  800Z.  during  the  first  quarter  of  1896  compared  with  the 
first  three  months  of  1895.  This  is  said  to  be  wholly  due  to 
the  new  tariff,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Eeid  tariff  only 
affects  a  few  articles,  the  only  substantial  reductions  being 
on  acetic  acid  and  methylated  spirit.  Tinctures,  essences, 
and  a  variety  of  goods  on  which  the  trade  agitated  for  a 
reduction  remain  unaffected.  The  increase  in  the  imports  is 
more  correctly  accounted  for  by  the  early  anticipation  of  a 
sweeping  free-trade  reform,  which  did  not  come  to  pass. 
Fancy  soaps  and  soda  crystals  are  free,  certainly,  but  there 
is  no  greater  demand  for  them  than  last  year.  The  thousands 
of  people  one  sees  daily  in  the  streets  do  not  look  one  whit 
the  cleaner  for  the  reduction  of  duty  on  soap,  although  Pears' 
unscented  transparent  is  placarded  in  some  pharmacies  at 
3|<Z.  a  cake. 

Retailing  by  Wholesale  Houses.— The  New  South 
Wales  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  still  troubled  with  the 
question  of  retailing  by  wholesale  drug-houses.  At  the 
April  meeting  of  the  Society  a  letter  was  read  from  the 
manager  of  the  Australian  Drug  Company  to  the  President 
stating  that  for  the  last  ten  years  the  company  have  rigidly 
refused  to  sell  retail  quantities  unless  required  for  trade 
purposes.  The  senders  of  retail  orders  by  post  are  referred 
to  their  nearest  chemist ;  but  there  is  some  difficulty  with 
pharmacists  themselves,  who  will  often  send  around  an  order 
for  one-twelfth  or  one-sixth  dozen  of  a  certain  article  which 
they  do  not  stock,  and  for  which  they  happen  to  have  an  in- 
quiry. It  was  therefore  impossible  to  carry  out  a  rule  refus- 
ing to  supply  goods  in  retail  quantities.  The  Council,  after 
discussing  the  letter,  decided  to  wait  upon  the  wholesale 
firms  with  a  view  to  pat  a  stop  to  the  custom  of  supplying 
goods  in  retail  quantities.  The  Council  intend  placing  before 
the  directors  of  the  wholesale  houses  taeir  ideas  of  what 
should  constitute  wholesale  quantities,  and  it  is  probable 
that  some  understanding  will  result. 

Death  op  a  well-known  New  Zealand  Phabmacist. 
— New  Zealand  has  lost  one  of  its  most  prominent  pharma- 
cists in  Mr.  Wm.  Elder,  of  Danedin,  who  died  suidenly  at 
Christchurch  on  April  17.  Mr.  Elder,  who  was  50  years  of 
age,  was  born  at  John  o'Groats,  Scotland.  His  father  was 
inspector  of  fisheries  at  Hellensdale.  After  serviog  his 
apprenticeship  with  a  chemist  at  Thurso,  and  qualifying, 


the  deceased  acted  as  assistant  in  Scotland  and  England, 
and  in  1864  emigrated  to  Otago,  New  Zealand.  After  serv- 
ing as  manager  to  Mr.  Dodds,  Princes  Street,  Dunedin,  he 
entered  into  business  on  his  own  account  at  Port  Chalmers. 
Mr.  Elder  took  great  interest  in  public  matters.  He  was  a 
J.  P.,  and  served  for  years  on  a  local  school  committee,  on  the 
Otaoro  Harbour  Board,  and  the  Otago  Education  Board.  In 
1887  Mr.  Elder  was  selected  to  proceed  to  London  with  a  view 
of  floating  a  loan  for  a  new  gravin|  dock.  His  brother  chemists 
had  the  uimost  confidence  in  him,  and  elected  him  to  the 
Pharmacy  Board  on  more  than  one  occasion.  He  had  also 
been  President  of  the  Otago  Pharmaceutical  Association,  and 
was  a  prominent  director  of  Kempthorne  Prosser's  New 
Zealand  Drug  Company  from  its  formation  some  seventeen 
years  ago.    Mr.  Elder  leaves  three  sons  and  seven  daughters. 

Extbaoedinaey  Decision  of  a  Magistbate.— They 
have  strange  ways  of  administering  justice  in  New  South 
Wales.  A  German  pharmacist,  Dr.  Finselbach,  a  man,  it 
would  seem,  of  high  attainments  in  his  profession  and 
much  general  culture,  settled  some  time  ago  at  Murwillum- 
bah,  in  that  colony.  The  law  of  his  new  country  forbids 
him  to  practise  there  as  a  chemist,  which  is  not,  perhaps,  a 
very  strong  cause  for  complaint,  considering  that  Germany 
is  one  of  the  least  liberal  of  nations  in  her  treatment  of 
foreigners.  Still,  N.  S.  Wales  might  well  have  set  an  example 
of  broad-mindedness.  The  doctor  has  been  refused  a 
poisons-licence,  and  must  be  content  with  selling  harmless 
drugs  like  any  other  unqualified  man.  Bat  the  other  day  he 
was  prosecuted  by  the  police  for  selling  poison — to  wit, 
arsenic— without  a  licence.  A  bottle  of  liquid  allegei  to 
contain  arsenic  was  purchased  from  him.  No  expert  evidence 
was  brought  to  show  that  it  contained  arsenic  or  any  other 
poison  whatsoever,  the  police  merely  swore  that  they  believed 
it  did  so;  Dr.  Finselbach  swore  positively  it  did  not.  The 
Magistrate  fined  the  doctor  101.  and  costs ;  but,  to  make 
confusion  worse  confounded,  the  police  appear  to  have  been 
stricken  with  a  most  unpolice-like  remorse  at  the  result  of 
their  action,  and  have  written  to  say  that  they  themselves  do 
not  now  believe  that  the  bottle  contained  arsenic,  and  have, 
rather  belatedly,  sent  the  liquid  to  an  analyst  for  examina- 
tion and  report. 

Ageeements  between  Doctoes  and  Chemists. — A 
singular  action  was  recently  tried  in  the  Bingera  County 
Court,  New  South  Wales  Dr.  G.  C.  Cory,  a  local  practi- 
tioner, sued  a  chemist,  Mr.  P.  P.  Rjsenthal,  for  1001.  for 
breach  of  agreement.  The  defendant  denied  liability,  and 
made  a  counterclaim  for  251.  8s.  9d.  for  medicines  supplied. 
Dr.  Cory  came  to  Bingera  in  1895.  and  proposed  an  arrange- 
ment under  which  he  would  send  the  chemist  all  his  dis- 
pensing. The  agreement,  which  was  drawn  up  by  a  solicitor, 
provided  that  each  party  should  confine  himself  to  his  own 
business  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  1001.  to  the  other  party. 
In  August  Dr.  Cory  was  sent  for  by  the  chemist  to  see  a 
patient  at  Rosenthal's  shop.  He  found  the  client  suffering 
from  hcemorrhoids,  prescribed  an  ointment,  and  directed 
how  to  use  it.  On  December  7  the  doctor  was  told  by  the 
same  patient  that  hi*  ointment  had  given  him  fearful  pain  ; 
that  he  had  been  to  Mr.  Rosenthal,  who  had  cured  him.  Dr. 
Cory  then  went  to  the  chemist  and  told  him  that  the 
man  admitted  having  been  prescribed  for  and  cured  by 
him  Mr.  Rosenthal's  excuse  for  this  was  that  the  man 
would  not  go  to  the  doctor.  No  evidence  was  called  for  the 
defence.  With  reference  to  the  charge  for  medicines  and 
goods  supplied,  Dr.  Cory  stated  that  it  referred  to 
emergency  drugs,  which  were  usually  given  by  a  chemist 
without  charge  when  the  latter  had  the  doctor's  dispensing. 
He  admitted,  however,  that  he  had  not  paid  his  account 
with  the  chemist  in  time.  The  defence  was  that  the  1001. 
mentioned  in  the  agreement  was  penalty,  and  not  liquidated 
damages,  and,  consequently,  only  the  actual  damage 
sustained  could  be  recovered,  and  this  was  nothing;  that 
if  the  1C0/  was  a  penalty,  then  the  non-payment  of  the 
amount  due  to  the  defendant  under  the  agreement  on  the 
stipulated  dates  was  a  breach,  and  the  defendant  must  also 
reoover.  If  the  chemist  had  broken  the  agreement  in  treat- 
ing a  patient,  the  doctor  had  also  broken  it  by  not  paying 
the  chemist's  account  on  the  proper  date.  The  Judge  sug- 
gested an  arrangement,  and  the  case  was  settled  by  the  agree- 
ment beiDg  cancelled,  each  party  paying  his  own  costs,  and 
plaintiff  paying  the  defendant  24/.  Is.  9dr 
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THE  General  Medical  Council  has  been  in  session  durirg 
the  past  two  weeks  DuriDg  the  year  considerable 
alterations  have  been  made  in  the  Council's  house,  which 
some  chemists  may  remember  as  the  old  College  of 
Chemistry  in  Oxford  Street  where  Dr.  Hofmann  taught. 
The  last  (November)  session  of  the  Council  was  held  in  the 
ball  of  the  College  of  Physicians  in  Pall  Mall,  the  alterations 
in  the  Oxford  Street  premises  being  at  that  time  in  progress. 
The  principal  change  effected  is  in  the  Council  Chamber 
itself.  It  used  to  be  irreverently  described  as  a  cellar, 
beiDg  considerably  below  the  level  of  the  street.  It  was  a 
fairly  commodious  room  though,  and  would  hardly  have 
been  altered  if  it  bad  not  been  for  the  abounding  wealth 
of  the  Council,  resulting  from  registration-fees  and  sales  of 
the  Pharmacopoeia.  The  new  hall  has  been  built  over  the 
old  one,  and  the  floor  is  now  on  the  level  of  the  ground.  It 
is  a  large,  square  hall  with  a  glass  roof,  in  the  centre  of 
which  is  a  ventilating  arrangement,  which  is  rendered 
effective  by  a  circular  gas  chandelier  which  creates  the 
upward  current.    From  the  four  comers  of  the  roof  hang 


sentatives  of  the  public,  and  in  the  new  room,  by  a  sort  of 
c  upboard  on  the  ground  floor,  for  four  or  five  Press  repre- 
se  ntatives.  The  architect  cannot  be  complimented  on  the 
skUl  of  this  latter  provision,  for  the  Press  kennel  seems  to 
be  arranged  with  a  view  to  limit  the  opportunity  for  seeing 
and  hearing  as  far  as  possible. 

Among  the  33.000  persons  whose  names  appear  on  the 
Medical  Register  there  are  a  dozen  or  so  discovered  every 
year  whose  professional  conduct  does  not  square  with  the 
model  set  up  by  the  best  moral  and  medical  authorities. 
To  the  Medical  Council  is  entrusted  the  duty  of  considering 
cases  of  professional  misconduct  which  may  be  brought 
before  it,  and  of  judging  whether  the  faults  proved  amount 
to  what  is  termed  in  the  statute  "  infamous  conduct  in  any 
professional  respect."  If  they  do  the  Council  is  invested 
with  the  power  to  order  the  erasure  of  the  name  from  the 
Medical  Register,  thus  conveying  a  stigma,  as  well  as  sub- 
stantial disabilities,  which  go  far  towards  inflicting  social 
and  sometimes  pecuniary  ruin  on  the  culprits. 

The  Medical  Council  gives  its  most  careful  attention 
to  this  branch  of  its  duties,  and  the  increasing  activity  of 
such  vigilance  bodies  as  the  Medical  Defence  Union  and  the 
British  Dental  Association,  who  undertake  the  role  of 
accusers-general,  seems  likely  to  lead  in  the  near  future  to 
a  considerable  extension  of  the  Council's  sessions. 


The  Medical  Council  in  Session  :  A  Sketch  fsom  the  Gallery. 

The  Prudent,  Sir  Richard  Quain,  Bart.,  sits  at  the  desk  ;  to  his  right  are  Dr.  Wm.  Moore  and  Dr.  Tnke.  The  first  one  on 
the  left  is  Mr.  Miller,  B. A.,  the  registrar  :  then  come  Dr.  Wheelhouse  (spectacles  on  brow),  Sir  Wm.  Turner,  Mr.  Bryant,  Sic 
Dyce  Duckworth  (grasping  his  beard),  Dr.  Pettigrew,  Dr.  Church,  Sir  Wm.  Roberta  (with  eyeglasses),  Dr.  Atthill,  and  Dr. 
Thorne-Thorne.  Dr.  MeVail  and  Dr.  Heron  Watson  complete  the  row.  The  dark  gentleman  with  his  thumb  in  bis  waistcoat 
is  Sir  Walter  B.  Foster,  M.P.  The  other  memoers  of  the  Council,  most  of  whom  were  unfortunate  enough  to  have  had  their  backs 
to  our  artist,  were  Dr.  Gairdner,  Sir  John  Banks,  Dr.  Thomson,  Mr.  Teale,  Dr.  Glover,  Mr.  O.  R.  0.  Tichborne,  Sir  Philip  Smyly, 
Dr.  Philipson,  Dr.  Fraser,  Dr.  Cameron,  Dr.  Leech,  Dr.  Bruce,  Mr.  Brudenell  Carter,  and  Dr.  MacAlister. 


electric-light  chandeliers,  which  have  not  been  needed  this 
session.  The  furnishing  of  the  chamber  is  evidently  not 
yet  complete,  but  it  contains  a  few  oil  portraits  and  busts 
of  Sir  G.  Paget,  Sir  H.  Acland,  and  John  Marshall,  past  Presi- 
dents of  the  Council.  An  expense  of  over  17  CO 3Z.  appears 
in  the  Council's  accounts  for  alterations  to  the  house. 
fitThe  General  Medical  Council  consists  of  twenty-nine 
members.  Five  of  these  are  nominated  by  the  Privy 
Council,  four  are  elected  by  medical  practitioners,  and  the 
remaking  twenty  are  chosen  by  the  twenty  licensing  bodies 
in  th&'United  Kingdom.  The  General  Council  sits  usually 
twice  a  year,  and  ihe  session  lasts  from  three  or  four  days 
to  a  fortnight.  There  are  besides,  formed  out  of  the  General 
Council,  an  Executive  Committee,  a  Dental  Committee,  and 
English,  Scottish,  and  Irish  branch  Councils.  The  fees  and 
expenses  paid  to  members  of  the  General  Council — that  is, 
exclusive  of  fees  for  attendance  on  committees  and  at 
branch  councils — amounted  last  year  to  3  228Z.  3s.  That 
year  the  sessions  covered  fifteen  days,  so  that  each  day's 
work  costs  well  over  200Z.  in  fees  alone. 

The  gentlemen  who  constitute  the  Council  are  all  more  or 
less  eminent,  and  the  talent  displayed  when  a  really  im- 
portant debate  arises  is  often  of  a  very  high  order.  It  may 
not  be  universally  known  that  the  General  Medical  Council 
w'jen  in  session  is  one  of  the  free  shows  of  London.  Accom- 
modation is  provided  by  a  gallery  for  about  a  dozsn  repre 


These  judicial  proceedings  of  the  Medical  Council  are 
properly  public,  and  ought  to  be  reported  much  more  fully  than 
they  are.  We  append  notes  of  the  cases  which  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Council  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  of 
last  week. 

A  Sun  Stroke. 

Some  months  since  the  London  evening  newspaper,  the 
Sun,  did  good  service  by  a  crusade  the  particulars  of  which 
were  published  under  the  title  of  "  The  Massacre  of  the 
Innocents."  In  its  course  were  narrated  two  very  circum- 
stantial accounts  of  interviews  by  members  of  the  staff  with 
a  "  Dr."  Ady  and  a  certain  Mrs.  Minnie  Graham,  nominally 
his  foster- daughter,  residing  in  Trent  Road,  Brixton  Hill. 
The  first  of  these  interviews  was  initiated  by  a  young  lady 
(representing  the  Sun  under  an  eclipse),  who  graphically 
described  how,  under  the  assumption  that  she  was  "  in 
trouble,"  she  received  offers  of  service  on  calling  at  the 
address  aforesaid.  The  second  interview  was  obtained  (also 
under  fictitious  pretences)  by  a  young  gentleman  who  pro- 
fessed to  be  in  much  mental  anguish  concerning  the  condition 
of  a  lady  friend.  He  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  assurance 
from  Mrs.  Minnie  Graham  that  if  the  lady  were  attended  by 
"  the  doctor"  at  the  house,  there  was  very  little  probability 
of  the  child  being  born  alive,  adding  that,  should  this  turn 
out  otherwise,  means  would  be  found  of  disposing  of  the 
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infant  with  no  trouble  to  the  parties  concerned  beyond  the 
payment  of  a  trifling  sum  of  501.  or  so. 

Mr.  Ady  was  arraigned  at  ths  instance  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  Sun,  represented  by  Mr.  Horace  Avory,  on  the  chaTge 
"  that  in  conjunction  with  a  woman  named  Graham  he  held 
himself  out  to  persons  who  consulted  him  and  the  said 
woman  as  being  ready,  for  a  sum  of  money,  to  treat  pregnant 
women  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause  them  to  be  delivered 
of  stillborn  children,  or,  in  the  event  of  a  child  beiog  born 
alive,  to  procure  someone  to  take  over  the  child  in  such  a 
way  that  the  mother  would  never  hear  of  it  again." 

It  was  shown  that  Mrs.  Minnie  Graham  had  advertised 
for  accouchement  cases  from  the  address  where  she  resided 
in  common  with  Mr.  or  Dr.  Ady.  She  had 
also  advertised  some  wonderful  "regu- 
lating pills."  Mr.  Cadett,  the  Sim's  young 
man,  gave  evidence  of  his  visits  to  the 
house,  and  of  his  interviews  with  Mr. 
Ady. 

Mr.  Ady,  who  holds  the  double  Edin- 
burgh qualification,  is  of  Burmese  descent, 
which  may,  for  aught  we  koow  to  the 
contrary,  account  for  bis  daik  skin  and 
generally  unprepossessing  physiognomy. 
While  he  was  under  examination  by 
members  of  the  Council,  attention  was  called  by  Dr. 
Thome  Thome  to  the  fact  that  attempts  were  being  made 


The  "Su: 


Max. 


Mr.  Ady. 

to  prompt  him  by  someone  in  the  gillejy,  and  it  was 
generously  suggested  that  facilities  should  be  offered  to 

enable  Mr.  Ady  to  derive 
what  assistance  could  be  ren- 
dered by  the  person  who  thus 
testified  to  the  desire  to  help 
him.  The  person  in  question 
— who  turned  out  to  be  Mrs. 
Minnie  Graham — was  accord- 
ingly authorised  to  descend 
into  the  arena  and  seat 
herself  near  her  associate. 
Younger,  and  more  stylishly 
attired  than  are  usually 
women  mixed  up  in  affairs  of 
VhzBL  ~     -  P"i-j*!r»  Iroijut    ^is  kind,  Mrs.  Graham  was 

nothing  abashed  at  the 
succes  de  curionte  which  she 
scored  on  entering.  She 
was  accompanied  by  a  small 
child  of  chiracteristij  com- 
plexion and  physiognomy,  whose  presence,  however,  was 
dispensed  with.  With  all  her  presence  of  miod  and  natural 
astuteness  she  did  not  succeed  in  galvanising  her  Othello 
into  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  gravity  of  the  charges 
brought  against  him.  He.  poor  man,  was,  or  successfully 
counterfeited,  abject  stupidity  itself,  his  only  defence  con- 
sisting in  abuse  of  the  witnesses  and  sweeping  imputations 
of  mendacity.  He  professed  an  exceeding,  and,  under  the 
circumstances,  somewhat  unnecessary,  sensitiveness  on  the 


Minnie  Graham. 


subject  of  his  domestic  relations  ;  but  he  was  unable  to 
formulate  any  questions  to  the  witnesses  calculated  to  shake 
their  evidence. 

Mrs  Graham  then  stepped  pertly  into  the  rostrum,  sur- 
veying the  Council  with  smiling  indifference,  and  proceeding 
to  bandy  humorous  remarks  with  Mr.  Avory,  she  declared 
that,  though  she  had  advertised  as  alleged,  it  was  without 
the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Ady  (who,  however,  had  previously 
admitted  being  aware  thereof),  adding  that  whatever  her 
intentions  might  have  been,  she  had  never  bad  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  wrong,  seeing  that  she  had  had  no  replies. 
She  had  no  hesitation  in  opposing  emphatic  denials  to  all 
the  incriminating  allegations,  and  she  showed  every  dis- 
position to  "defy  the  allegators." 

Mr.  Avory,  in  conclusion,  urged  that  sufficient  had  been 
proved  to  justify  the  Council  in  findirg  Mr.  Ady  guilty  of 
•'  infamous  conduct  in  a  professional  respect,''  although  no 
evidence  had  been  alleged  of  any  specific  illegal  act,  adding 
significantly  that  if  such  evidence  were  deemed  necessary  it 
would  be  forthcoming. 

It  did  not  take  the  Council  long  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  Mr.  Ady  was  a  black  sheep  in  more  ways  than  one,  and 
unworthy  of  remaining  a  member  of  an  honourable  pro- 
fession. His  name  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  erased 
from  the  Mediial  Register. 

Chemist  and  Doctor  Combined. 

Not  the  least  interesting  of  the  penal  cases  before  the 
Council  was  one  concerning  Mr.  Currab,  an  ex-chemist,  now 
a  dispensary-doctor,  of  Hyde  Road,  Hoxton.  Against  him 
it  was  alleged  that  a  certain  unqualified  person,  Charles 
Keating  by  name,  acting,  or  purporting  to  act,  as  his  assist- 
ant, was  permitted,  authorised,  and  enabled  by  him  to 
carry  on  medical  practice  and  administer  medical  treatment 
to  patients  as  if  he  were  a  duly  qualified  or  registered 
practitioner,  and  in  such  a  manner  a9  to  lead  those  on  whom 
he  attended  to  believe  that  he  is  so  duly  qualified  and  regis- 
tered. 

It  was  in  these  euphonious  and  ponderous  terms  that 
Dr.  Bateman,  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Defence  Union, 
described  the  offences  alleged  against  Mr.  Currah.  It  seema 
that  a  certain  baby  in  the  vicinity  of  Hjde  Road,  Hoxton, 
died  after— or,  shall  we  say,  in  spite  of — having  been  seen 
and  prescribed  for  by  Kpa'ing  As  the  latter  could  not 
sign  the  certificate  of  death,  and  the  other  doctor  who  had 
been  called  in  would  not,  an  inquest  was  held,  and  the 
Coroner  thought  proper  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Medical 
Defence  Union  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Currah,  who  is  a  Licentiate  of  the  Scciety  of  Apothe- 
caries, declared  that  as  a  one-time  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
though  not  now  on  the  register,  he  had  bought  the  business 
in  question  in  the  hope  of  building  up  a  practica,  and  he 
asserted  positively  that  Keating  had  baen  engaged  by  him 
simply  and  purely  as  a  chemist's  assistant,  being  forbidden 
to  see  or  prescribe  for  patients  except  in  so  far  as  was 
customary  with  chemists  in  poor  neighbourhoods,  a  limita- 
tion which  the  Medical  Defence  Union  would  probably 
regard  as  leaving  a  tolerably  elastic  margin. 

It  was  pointed  out  to  him  by  Dr.  Bateman  that 
Keating  possessed  no  qualification  entitling  him  to  take 
charge  of  a  chemist's  shop,  but  Mr.  Currah  did  not  appear  to 
be  cognisant  of  the  law  that  hedges  the  sile  of  poisohs. 

The  gravamen  of  the  charge  lay  in  the  fact  that  the 
mother  of  the  deceased  infant  gave  it  in  evidence  that, 
having  seen  the  name  of  "Dr."  Currah  oi  the  door,  she 
thought  the  gentleman  behind  the  counter  was  he,  and  she 
evidently  felt  aggrieved  at  learning  that  the  powder  and  the 
medicine  were  supplied  to  her  by  someone  not  bearing  the 
imprimatur  of  a  medical  licensiog  body. 

Mr.  Currab,  with  some  ingenuity,  endeavoured  to  show 
that  it  was  contrary  to  his  interests  for  the  assistant  to 
attend  patients,  but  he  was  unable  to  attenuate  the  fact 
of  his  having  done  so  in  this  particular  instance.  With 
more  candour  than  prudence,  indeed,  he  is  reported  to  have 
said  before  the  Coroner  that  "  people  who  paid  6d.  for 
advice  and  medicine  did  not  expect  to  be  attended  by  a 
qualified  man,"  adding  that  the  wages  of  an  unqualified  man 
were  mostly  less  than  his  qualified  riva'. 

In  the  result  Mr.  Currah's  nains  was  ordered  to  be  erased 
from  the  Medical  Register,  so  that  he  will  be  enabled  to 
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devote  his  attention  to  pharmacy  pure  and  simple  for  some 
time  to  come.  iscf*^ 

This  sentence,  it  may  be  well  to  explain,  is  not  irrevocable. 
In  the  ordinary  course  of  events  an  application  for  reinstate- 
ment, accompanied  by  promises  of  future  good  conduct, 
after  the  lapse  of  a  year  or  two  usually  meets  with  a 
favourable  reception. 

The  Pbivate  Hospital. 

Mr.  Gordon  Griffiths  Jones,  of  15  Welbeck  Street,  W.,  a 
Licentiate  of  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
Glasgow  and  of  the  Boyal  College  of  Physicians  of  Edin- 
burgh, who  was  registered  in  Eosrlaud  in  1883,  was  charged 
with  having  covered  his  father,  David  Jones,  an  unregistered 
practitioner,  and  with  having  promoted  and  associated  him- 
self with  methods  of 
obtaining  and  attract- 
ing patients  which  are 
professionally  discre- 
ditable— that  is  to  say, 
by  systematic  adver- 
tisements of  cures 
practised  by  the  said 
David  Jones,  and  by 
publications  inviting 
the  resort  to  David 
Jones  for  such  cures. 
Dr.  Bateman,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Medical 
Defence  Union,  read 
the  charge  against 
Gordon  Griffiths  Jones, 
which  comprised 
lengthy  extracts  from 
a  book  published  by 
the  Joneses.  It  ap- 
peared that  they  were 
associated  in  carrying 
on  a  private  hospital 
for  bladder  and  urinary 
cases  for  males  and 
they  claimed  to  have 
such  cases:  and 


Mr.  G.  G.  Jo\e3. 


females  in  Dean  Street,  Soho 
extraordinary  skill  in  the  treatment  of 
their  book  implied  that  the  father  had  been  removed  from 
the  Medical  Register  in  consequence  of  the  jealousy 
of  regular  medical  practitioners.  When  the  charge  had 
been  read  Mr.  Jones  stepped  forward.  A  document  put 
in  by  him  was  read  by  the  Council's  legal  adviser,  and  in 
that,  as  well  as  orally,  Mr.  Jones  admitted  the  truth  of  the 
allegations  made  against  him,  and  expressed  contrition.  He 
complained,  however,  that  Dr.  Bateman  had  thrown  into  his 
reading  of  the  incriminating  passages  of  his  pamphlet  un- 
necessary sarcasm  and  sneers.  Mr.  Jones — whose  well- 
groomed  appearance  and  intellectual  face  made  an  impres- 
sion in  his  favour — met  the  questions  put  to  him  by  members 
of  the  Council  in  such  a  respectful  manner  that  it  seemed 
as  if  he  would  have  some  influential  support  in  his  efforts 
to  retain  his  name  on  the  register.  Dr.  Thorne  Thome,  in 
particular,  seemed  disposed  to  give  him  a  chance.  He  asked 
him  if  he  would  undertake  to  repudiate  his  past  conduct 
and  obey  the  Council's  instructions  if  they  would  not  impose 
the  punishment  which  they  were  asked  to  mete  out,  and 
this  Mr.  Jones  readily  promised.  Other  members  of  the 
Council,  however,  questioned  him  in  a  more  minatory  tone. 
Mr.  Bryant,  the  representative]  of  the  College  oE  Surgeons, 
selected  one  case  from  the  book,  and  having  extracted  from 
Mr.  Jones  particulars  concerning  it,  given  "  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  memory,"  turned  to  the  Council  and 
solemnly  stated  that  the  description  referred  to  one  of  his 
(Mr.  Bryant's)  patients,  and  that  Mr.  Jones  had  been  wrong 
in  his  diagnosis  of  it.  Unless  the  misfortune  of  not  know- 
ing as  much  surgically  as  Mr.  Bryant  is  an  item  of  infamous 
conduct,  in  a  professional  sense,  it  was  difficult  to  under- 
stand the  purport  of  that  gentleman's  cross-examination. 
After  a  short  deliberation  the  Council  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  Mr.jJones's  name  must  be  erased  from  the  register. 

Medical  Competition  in  Hampshire. 

The  next  case  illustrated  forcibly  the  keen  rivalry  which 
prevails  among  country  medical  practitioners.  Early  this 
year  Mr.  John  Hamilton  Foley,  L.R.C.S.I„  L.K.Q.  Colk  Phys. 


Ireland,  received  a  memoiial  signed  by  some  leading  inhabit- 
ants of  Titchfield,  Hants,  requesting  him  to  come  and 
practise  among  them.  Mr.  Foley  went,  took  a  house,  bought 
a  horse  and  trap,  and  engaged  a  certain  unqualified  person 
named  Walter  John  Oliver  as  his  assistant.  Five  or  six  of 
the  other  medical  practitioners  of  the  place  alleged  that  Mr. 
Foley  was  simply  covering  Mr.  Oliver,  and  they  wrote  their 
version  of  the  case  to  the  General  Medical  Council.  From 
the  letter  and  from  Mr.  Foley's  own  statements  it  appeared 
that  Mr.  Oliver  was  a  man  who  had  become  very  well  known 
in  and  about  Titchfield.  He  had  been  associated  in  some 
way  or  other  with  three  or  four  of  the  medical  men  of  that 
locality  during  the  past  twenty  years  ;  with  several  of  the 
memorialists,  among  others.  Mr.  Oliver's  last  engagement 
was  with  another  doctor,  with  whom  he  had  something 
approaching  a  partnership.  That  doctor,  who  was  not  one 
of  the  memorialists,  on  receipt  of  an  intimation  of  proceed- 
ings, had  paid  Mr.  Oliver  150Z.  to  leave  him,  and  then  followed 
the  engagement  with  Mr.  Foley.  It  was  alleged  that  this 
was  of  the  same  character  as  the  previous  one  ;  but  no  one 
appeared  to  press  the  charge,  and  Mr.  Foley  himself  declared 
positively  that  Mr.  Oliver  was  only  his  dispenser  and  book- 
keeper, and  that  he  only  attended  cases  under  his  immediate 
supervision.  Also  that  he  had  no  interest  in  his  business 
beyond  his  salary  of  120Z.  a  year.  If  Mr.  Foley  had  left  his 
solicitor  to  say  this  for  him,  as  he  might  have  done, 
and  had  not  presented  himself  at  all,  the  Council  would 
have  had  no  evidence  before  them  on  which  to  pro- 
ceed. But  Mr.  Foley  also  appeared,  and  took  his 
stand  in  the  witness-box,  whereupon  he  was  raked  with 
a  severe  cross-examination  from  some  half-dozen  of  the 
councillors  conceived  on  the  French  system  of  getting  and 
piecing  together  admissions  from  the  accused.  One  asked 
him  how  he  came  to  buy  a  horse  and  trap  before  he  knew 
whether  he  was  going  to  have  any  practice;  another 
elicited  the  fact  that  he  had  a  door-plate  with  "  Dr."  on  it ; 
another  demanded  particulars  of  his  first  month's  practice  ; 
and  another  ascertained  that  Mr.  Oliver  had  been  present  at 
two  confinements  without  Mr.  Foley.  Ultimately  the 
Council  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  charge  had  not 
been  satisfactorily  established,  but  the  President  cautioned 
him  as  to  his  future  conduct — a  piece  of  paternal  kindness 
which  the  statute  does  not  authorise. 

A  Dentist  undeb  Consideration. 
The  last  case  on  Saturday's  programme  was  in  respect  to 
Clement  Henry  Sanders,  a  registered  dentist,  who,  it  was 
alleged,  carried  on  dental  practice  at  Okehampton,  Alder- 
shot,  and  Exeter,  leaving  the  last  named  place  for  two  or  three 
days  at  a  time  to  be  earned  on  by  an  unqualified  assistant. 
The  Council  found  the  charge  proved,  but  adjourned  the 
further  consideration  of  it  till  the  November  session.      ,  , 


Healb — Adams. — On  June  2,  at  Clapham  Parish  Church, 
by  the  Rev.  Noel  P.  Tower,  Thomas  Albert  Oakley  Heale, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co., 
to  Annie,  only  daughter  of  John  Adams,  St.  Luke's  Road, 
Clapham. 

2>eatb$» 

Bigelow. — Mr.  E.  A.  Bigelow,  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  J.  C.  Ayer  Company,  Lowell,  Mass.,  died 
theie  on  May  18.  1 

Hawthorne. — On  May  28,  Mr.  George  Hawthorne,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Leamington.    Aged  72. 

Holt.— On  May  30,  Mr.  Herbert  Collins  Holt,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist,  Altiincbam.    Aged  29. 

Williams  —On  May  25,  Mr.  John  T.  Williams,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  Swansea.  Aged  62.  Mr.  Williams  was ,  at 
business  on  the  Saturday  before  the  Monday  when  he  died. 
He  succumbed  to  an  attack  of  pneumonia.  He  went  to 
Swansea  in  1859,  when  he  was  25,  and  opened  business  in 
Nelson  Street,  where  he  successfully  practised  for  thirty- 
seven  years.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  St.  Helen's  Road,  in  which  at  the  time,  of 
his  death  he  held  the  position  of  manager  and  secretary 
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THERE  was  a  small  meeting,  but  a  fall  front  bencb,  on 
Thursday  evening,  Jane  4,  when  Dr.  W.  H.  Perkin, 
F  R  S.,  communicated  his  paper  on  "  The  Magnetic  Rotation 
of  Organic  Substances,  with  especial  reference  to  Benzsnoid 
Compounds."  Whatever  future  generations  of  chemists  may 
make  out  of  Dr.  Perkin's  researches,  there  is  no  doubt  of 
the  fact  that  they  are  amongst  the  most  notable  things  in 
the  present  half  of  this  century.  For  a  decade  he  has  been 
plodding  along  a  line  of  woik  in  which  he  had  no  previous 
experience — viz  ,  the  examination  of  tbe  optical  properties 
of  chemical  compounds,  with  a  view  (amongst  other  thiDgs) 
to  finding  what  effect  the  addition  or  subtraction  of  such 
groups  of  atoms  as  CH.,,  NO,  HO,  and  so  on  have  upon 
these  properties.  Thus,  slowly,  there  has  accumulated  an 
enormous  mass  of  data  which  tend  to  throw  light  upon 
intra- molecular  stiucture,  and  while  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  Society  have  not,  perhaps,  risen  to  the  importance  of 
the  research,  and  have  looked  upon  Perkin's  communications 
as  somewhat  "dreicb,"  such  men  as  Dr.  J.  H.  Gladstone, 
Professor  Carey  Foster,  Mr.  Crookes,  Dr.  H.  E.  Armstrong, 
Professor  Ramsay,  and  Professor  Herbert  Macleod  have 
been  faithful  followers  of  the  papers.  They  were  all  there 
on  Thursday  last.  Dr.  Perkin  made  a  heroic  attempt  to 
interest  his  audience,  for  he  bad  brought  with  him  photo- 
graphs of  his  apparatus  and  diagrams  of  the  data,  which 
were  thrown  upon  the  wall  of  the  room  by  the  electric 
lantern.  When  we  say  that  Dr.  Perkin  occupied  the  whole 
evening  from  8  o'clock  to  9.45,  and  that  he  skimmed  the 
surface  of  his  communication  only,  it  will  be  understood 
how  impossible  it  is  to  attempt  to  adequately  report  the 
matter  in  these  pages,  especially  as  there  cannot  be  many 
of  our  readers  who  are  particularly  interested.  Bat  it  may 
be  well  to  oall  attention  to  at  least  one  point  to  show  the 
natare  of  the  research,  and  how  a  definite  change  in 
chemical  composition  is  not  followed  by  an  equivalent 
change  in  physical  properties.  It  is  that  of  a  series  of 
compounds  in  which  the  benzene  nucleus  is  associated  with 
unsaturated  carbon  groups. 

Mo'.Eot.   Diff.  forH. 
Hexane,  03H7.CH„.CH'„.CH'3  .      .      ,      .6  646)  0g27 
Hexylene,  C  ,H,.CH:CH.CFT,  .      .      .      .     7  473' 
'      Propylic  beDzjate.  C„H5  CO.O.CTJ. CH,.Cff3 .   14-373)  QSig 
Allylic  benz.ate,  P6H,.O0.O.CH,CH:ck,     .   15  722) 
Propylbenz  me,  C.H.,.C?a.OHa.0H3       .      .   14  553  I  ,Q.fi 
Allylbenzeno,  CoH5.CH:CH.0H3    .      .      .   17599 ) 
DibcDzyl,  CJTE.CH=.CHa.U0H5       ,      .      .   24  977)  ~,L 
StUbeue,C„H5CH:0H.CliH5   .      .      .      .   33  143) 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  the  same  chemical 
difference  between  tbe  pairs — viz.,  H2 — but  the  difference  in 
molecular  rotation  for  the  H2  varus.  Dr.  Perkin  pointed 
out  that  in  the  first  pair,  where  there  is  no  benzene  nucleus, 
it  is  practically  the  same  as  in  the  second,  where  there  is 
one,  but  the  unsaturated  group  is  screened  off  by  the  CO 
group.  In  the  third,  where  it  is  in  direct  union  with  the 
nucleus,  the  difference  rises  to  3  046  ;  whilst  in  the  fourth, 
where  the  unsaturated  group  has  both  ends  in  union  with 
the  nuclei,  it  is  no  less  than  8'166,  or  nearly  ten  times  as 
great  as  the  first  two  differences,  and  more  than  twice  that 
of  the  third. 

There  are  many  cases  in  which  the  molecular  rotation 
does  vary  in  strict  accordance  with  variation  in  chemical 
composition ;  for  example,  in  the  well-known  C„H2,j  group 
the  difference  in  mol  rot.  is  practically  the  same  lor  each 
CH2  The  ethereal  beczoates  from  methyl  to  octyl  are  each 
about  a  unit  more  than  their  predecessors ;  but  the  above 
striking  example  shows  that  when  we  are  dealing  with 
molecules  of  great  complexity  the  position  of  certain  intra- 
molecular groups  affects  the  molecular  rotation,  and,  in- 
ferentially,  the  rotation  may  settle  the  position  of  the 
group.  Another  curious  example  must  be  mentioned — viz., 
that  the  changes  in  the  magnetic  rotation  of  water  raised 
from  the  normal  to  the  boiling  point  are  not  merely  the 
changes  of  decreasing  density.  Hence  it  follows  that  the 
water  molecule  (whatever  it  may  be,  but  not  H20)  is  altered 
on  heating.  Professor  Carey  Foster,  in  his  remarks  on  the 
paper,  referred  to  this  abominable  behaviour  of  water,  the 
cheapest  liquid  obtainable,  therefore  the  standard.    Dr.  J.  H. 


Gladstone  followed,  then  Dr.  H  E.  Armstrong,  both  speaking 
entirely  in  praise  of  the  research,  and  the  President  closed 
the  discussion  ;  a  "  Note  on  Santalal  and  some  of  its  Deriva- 
tives," by  Alfred  C.  Chapman  and  H.  E.  Burgess,  being  held 
till  next  meeting,  and  one  on  "  Mononitroguaiacol,"  by  Pro- 
fessor Meldola,  R  F.S.,  being  taken  as  read. 


Next  week's  meeting  (Thursday,  June  18)  will  be  one  of  ex- 
ceptional interest.  It  is  the  last  meeting  of  the  Session,  and 
over  a  dozsn  communications,  several  of  them  with  illustra- 
tions, are  down  for  reading.  There  will  also  be  a  ballot  for 
the  election  of  Fellows. 


AT  the  May  meeting  of  the  New  York  Section  of  the 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  Mr.  A.  H.  Mason  pre- 
siding, a  notable  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  C.  Daisberg,  director 
of  F.  Bayer  &  Co 's  Works,  Elberfeld,  which,  by  the  way, 
are  now  in  the  course  of  removal  to  Leverkusen,  near 
Cologne.  The  author  had  been  on  a  visit  to  the  United 
States,  and,  as  mentioned  elsewhere,  was  entertained  by 
New  York  chemists  before  leaving,  and  his  paper  was  an 
expression  of  gratitude  for  the  hospitality  shown  to  him. 
Having  glanced  at  the  present  condition  of  chemical  in- 
dustry in  America,  Dr.  Daisberg  referred  to  the  educational 
requirements  of  those  engaged  in  the  industry  in  Germany. 
In  his  own  works  there  are  at  present  one  hundred  chemists 
having  a  university  education,  and  about  twenty-five  en- 
gineers from  tbe  technical  high  schools.  The  main  object 
of  the  high  training  is  that  those  superintending  large 
operations  may  be  able  to  cope  with  the  unthought-of  re- 
actions which  occur  wbenhuge  masses  of  material  are  brought 
together,  and  previously  hidden  by-reactions  or  new  reac- 
tions due  to  the  influence  of  mass  become  apparent.  It  is 
in  respect  to  these  things  that  the  educated  man  shows 
superiority  over  the  rule-of-thumb  one,  the  former  also 
being  able  to  cheapen  production— an  excellent  instance  of 
which  is  fuming  sulphuric  acid,  which  is  now  sold  at  a 
twentieth  of  the  price  it  cost  ten  years  ago. 

The  starting-point  in  this  education  must  be  a  thorough 
schooling,  the  general  education  extending  to  mathematics, 
natural  philosophy,  languages,  &c.  As  to  the  first  steps  of 
the  technical  education  of  the  young  chemist,  Dr.  Duisberg 
outlined  a  course  which  is  substantially  tbe  same  as  is  now 
adopted  in  the  higher  technical  and  university  colleges  of 
this  country.  He  insisted,  however,  upon  the  high  qualifica- 
tions of  the  teacher,  who  must  be  a  true  teacher,  and  one 
able  to  direct  the  student  in  independent  research- work,  in 
finding  new  analytical  methods,  &c.  The  author  did  not 
believe  in  narrow  specialising  during  tbe  student's  career; 
his  education  must  be  general  and  thorough,  for  it  almost 
always  depends  upon  accident  in  which  special  field  he  will 
find  his  career.  For  that  reason  the  chemical  technologist 
should  not  be  taught  in  such  a  manner,  as  is  often  the  case, 
that  the  smallest  detail  of  the  apparatus  is  taken  into 
account,  and  all  the  tricks  which  are  wanted  in  some 
technical  work  are  explained.  The  great  processes  he  must  of 
course  learn. 

Dr.  Duisberg  then  referred  to  the  course  of  technical 
education  for  chemists  generally  pursued  in  Germany,  and 
stated  that  at  Bayer's  works  in  Elberfeld  and  Leverkusen 
the  laboratory  recruits  are  from  the  high  schools,  and  have 
had  one  or  two  years  with  the  professors.  The  recruit 
spends  his  first  year  in  the  experimental  dye  and  print 
laboratory  ;  he  then  passes  into  the  scientific  laboratory,  and 
it  becomes  his  duty  to  keep  the  principals  informed  of  every- 
thing new  that  appears  in  their  field  of  manufactures  in 
literature,  patents,  &c.  He  produces  a  few  colours  on  his 
own  account,  experiments  with  the  products  of  rival  firms, 
and  gradually  he  is  worked  into  some  special  branch.  Every 
fortnight  the  chemists  of  the  establishment  meet  the  director 
of  the  works,  when  everyone,  from  superintendent  down  to 
the  youngest  recruit,  is  required  to  make  a  report  of  his  work, 
and  to  relate  any  difficulties  or  problems  which  have  come 
under  his  notice  since  the  previous  meeting.  These  chemists 
must  be  chemists,  not  chemical  engineers,  a  combination 
which  the  author  roundly  condemned.  In  concluding  he  sub- 
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mitted  the  following  statistics  regarding  633  chemists 
employed  in  83  works  where  there  are  more  than  one 
chemist.  Of  these  works  13  are  devoted  to  inorganic  pro- 
ducts, 14  to  organic,  10  are  wood  and  coal  tar  distilleries, 
9  tar-colonr  works,  and  10  pharmaceutical  and  perfumery 
factories.  Of  the  chemists  70  per  cent,  have  passed  the 
higher  school  examination,  45  per  cent,  are  university  men, 
17  per  cent,  are  from  the  technical  high  schools,  and  35  per 
cent,  have  heen  at  both,  while  65  per  cent,  of  them  are 
PhD.'s. 

The  Chairman  led  off  the  discussion,  which  was  then 
taken  up  by  Dr.  W.  Jay  Schieffelin.and  continued  with  much 
spirit  by  a  series  of  doctors  who  praised  the  German  sjstem 
and  said  how  much  they  would  like  to  mould  ihe  American 
one  to  the  same  pattern.  Bat  Professor  Coblentz  hit  the 
weak  spot.  He  said  Americans  want  to  be  chemists,  they 
want  to  become  so  real  quick,  and  they  don't  want  to  bother 
much  about  learning  the  theory  of  chemistry.  They  will 
take  a  young  man  before  he  has  completed  his  school  educa- 
tion, and  will  turn  him  into  a  college.  The  college  will 
hurry  him  through,  and  he  comes  out  an  analyiical  chemist, 
able  to  get  along  very  nicely  in  that  one  spsciality  of  his, 
but  always  labouring  under  the  disadvantages  that  he  has 
not  got  a  proper  foundation. 


ON  Wednesday  evening  the  Royal  Society  held  (he  second 
of  its  summer  conversazioni,  the  guests  cn  this  occasion 
including  ladies.  The  majority  of  the  exhibits  were  some  of 
those  described  in  our  issue  of  May  9 — indeed,  the  conversa- 
zione held  on  May  6  served  to  sift  the  exhibits,  the  best  on 
that  occasion  getting  larger  space  this  week.  This  applies 
particularly  to  Mr.  Goold's  sounding-bars.  Toe  x  rays  were 
again  to  the  front,  Mr.  Herbert  Jackson  having  the  whole  of 
the  archives  room  for  his  demonstration,  and  this  was  a 
centre  of  interest  the  whole  evening.  Prof.  S.  P.  Thompson, 
F.E  S.,  demonstrated  in  the  conceit-room  that  one  may  get 
fluorescence  in  a  Crookes  tube  without  getting  any  x  rays.  He 
had  a  particularly  fine  tube,  the  light  of  which  was  exceed- 
ingly brilliant  and  beautiful,  bat  not  an  x  ray  would  come 
from  it  until  the  tube  was  attached  to  Ebert's  apparatus  for 
producing  luminescence  by  oscillations.  In  the  same  room 
Dr.  John  Macintjre  exhibited  a  remarkable  series  of  skia- 
graphs of  the  soft  tissues  of  the  body,  several  of  which  showed 
the  human  heart  both  in  normal  and  abnormal  condition, 
also  the  muscles,  and  the  buttons  on  the  pants,  clearly 
indicating  that  the  possibilities  of  Rontgen's  discovery  are 
not  yet  exhausted.  As  if  to  prevent  us  nineteenth-century 
people  having  too  great  conceit  of  ourselves  in  these  matters, 
Messrs.  Siemens  Brothers  &  Co.  exhibited  a  series  of  apparatus 
used  long  ago  for  electric  discbarges  in  vacuo.  First  there 
was  a  facsimile  of  Dr.  Wm.  Watson's  vacuum  tube  of  1751, 
which  was  the  first  apparatus  ever  constructed  for  experi- 
ments cn  the  electric  discharge  in  a  vacuum.  It  is  a  tube 
about  3  feet  long  and  4  inches  diameter,  with  brass  ends. 
The  discharge  from  a  Leyden  jar  passed  through  10  inches, 
and  that  from  a  factional  machine  through  3  feet — the 
whole  leDgth  of  the  tube.  Beside  this  was  a  facsimile  of 
Lord  Cavendish's  double  barometer  of  1751,  used  by  Dr. 
Watson  in  his  researches.  There  was  also  apparatus  for 
showing  electric  dis  charges  at  different  degrees  of  exhaustion 
from  70mm.  to  0mm. 

Professor  Dewar  exhibited  his  portable  liquid-air  appara- 
tus, and  there  was  a  magnificent  exhibit  of  apparatus  intended 
for  the  Davy  -Farad  ay  Research  Laboratory  of  the  Royal 
Institution,  made  by  Mr.  Robert  L.  Mond,  M  A.,  who  has 
selected  it.    They  comprised  the  following : — 

Kilogram  automatic  balance.  (Rueprecht,  Vienna.) 
Prism  automatic  spectroscope.    (Kru?s,  Hamburg.) 

One-Inch  spectrometer  after  Landolt  &  Briial.    (Bildebrandt,  Freiburg.) 

HUfner  photo-spectrometer.    (Albrecht  Tubingen.) 

Large  polariscope  6-inch  Landolt. 

Small  Landolt  polariscope.    (Schmidt  &  Haenseh.) 

Berthelot  platinum  bomb.    (Golaz,  Paris.) 

Glass  scale  cathetometer.   (R.  Fuess,  Berlin.) 

Petrographical  microscope.    (R.  Fuess,  Berlin.) 

Millivolt  meter  reading  degrees  O.  for  Le  Chatelier,  Thermopile. 
(Keiser  &  Schmidt,  Berlin.) 


Compensation-box  o£  Physikalische  Reichsanstalt,  Berlin.  (Wolff, 
Berlin.) 

Set  of  standard  resistances.  (Wolff.) 

The  value  of  these  twelve  items  would  start  as  many 
small  pharmacies,  and  we  name  them  because  of  their  origin 
— not  a  single  one  is  made  in  England.  It  would  be  wrong, 
however,  to  conclude  from  this  fact  that  delicate  physical 
instruments  are  not  made  in  England,  for  there  was  ample 
demonstration  to  the  contrary  in  other  parts  of  the  rooms, 
but  these  dealt  with  other  branches  of  science. 

The  director  of  Kew  Gardens  exhibited  on  this  occasion 
models  of  the  flowers  of  Aristolochia  gigas  from  Brazil,  and 
of  Stapelia  gigantea  from  Natal,  made  by  Miss  Emett  for 
the  museums  of  the  Royal  Gardens,  Kew.  It  is  impossible 
to  distinguish  these  from  the  natural  flowers,  except  by  the 
fact  that  they  are  odourless,  while  the  originals  stink  with 
icdol  or  some  allied  body,  which  makes  them  the  haunt  of 
canion-flies  and  duDg-beetles. 

Mr.  Dyer  also  showed,  on  behalf  of  the  Government  of 
Natal,  photographs  of  bEematczoaof  fly-disease  of  South  Africa. 
Surgeon-Major  Biuce  has  recently  discovered  that  the  Tsetse- 
fly  is  itself  innocuous,  and  is  only  fatal  to  animals  when 
it  is  the  carrier  of  a  flagellated  infusorian  Qicemaio- 
zoori),  which  it  introduces  into  their  blood.  The  photo- 
graphs show  the  iDfusorian  alongside  the  blood-corpuscles. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  Professor  Herkomer  gave 
demonstrations  of  his  new  black-and-white  process,  in  which 
the  artist  paints  on  a  copper  plate,  which  is  then  sprinkled 
with  a  powder,  and  an  electrotype  taken  from  it,  which 
electro  is  used  for  printing.  The  print  is  like  a  photogravure. 
Professor  Dewar  gave  liquid-air  demonstrations  at  11 30. 
There  were  many  things  besides  those  mentioned  on  exhibi- 
tion but  they  do  not  come  within  our  province.  The  Lords 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education  have  arranged 
for  the  public  exhibition,  in  the  Western  Galleries  of  the 
Science  Museum  at  South  Kensington,  of  a  number  of  the 
objects  shown,  and  as  this  exhibition  will  remain  open  to 
the  public  for  about  a  fortnight,  many  of  those  who  read 
these  notes  may  have  the  opportunity  of  inspecting  the 
exhibits  for  themselves. 


Mr.  H.  Leins,  Ph.D.,  English  and  foreign  chemist,  149 
Houndsditch,  has  been  appointed  English  agent  for  Eogen 
Dieterich's  liquid  iron-manganese  preparations. 

Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Company  have  lately 
received  the  followind  awards : — A  gold  medal  from  the 
Leicestershire  Industrial  Exhibition,  held  at  Leicester;  a 
gold  medal  from  the  Yorkshire  Brewers  and  Allied  Trades 
Exhibition,  held  at  Leeds  ;  and  a  gold  medal  from  the  second 
Derbyshire  Trades  and  Industrial  Exhibition,  held  at  Derby. 

Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson  announce  that  on  and 
after  July  4  their  establishment  will  be  closed  at  1  p.m. 
instead  of  at  2  p.m.  as  heretofore  on  Saturdays.  Messrs. 
Burroughs, Wellcome  &  Co.  announce  that  their  London  effices, 
warehouses,  and  wharf  are  closed  at  1  p.m.  on  Saturdays 
(instead  of  2  p.m.)  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and 
August. 

The  Rio  Chemical  Company,  the  Saltan  Drug  Company, 
and  the  Peacock  Chemical  Company,  of  St.  Louis,  U  S. A., 
with  the  Od  Chem  Co.  of  New  York,  have  opened  a  joint- 
depob  in  London,  for  the  sale  in  Britain  and  all  other 
countries  outside  the  United  States  of  aletris  cordial, 
celerina,  pinus  canadensis,  cactina  pillets,  seng,  Peacock's 
bromides,  cbionia  and  sanmetto.  The  depot  is  at  36  Basing- 
hall  Avenue,  E  C  ,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Kiihlenthal  is  the  manager. 

Cadbtjry's  Cocoa  Essence  is  such  an  old  favourite  that 
it  seems  superfluous  to  say  a  word  even  in  praise  of  it.  We 
happen,  however,  to  have  recently  tested  it,  and  were  sur- 
prised to  note  that  the  makers  have  so  much  increased  its 
solubility,  without  the  addition  of  alkali  or  any  other 
"  doctoring,"  that  in  an  ordinary  cupful  there  is  scarcely  any 
deposit  observable  while  it  is  being  drunk.  The  flavour  of 
the  cocoa  is  good ;  indeed;  we  should  say  that  in  this  and 
other  respects  the  cocoa  is  eminently  one  which  will  retain 
its  public  favour,  so  that  the  drug-trade  may  handle  it  with 
confidence. 
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SELLING  A  BUSINESS:  A  QUESTION  OF 
COMMISSION. 

OnJ  Wednesday,  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Grantham  and  a  common  jury,  Mr.  Frederick 
Piggott,  house-agent,  of  Ormonde  Road,  Richmond,  claimed 
from  Mr.  Palmer  1202.,  being  5  per  cent,  commission  on  the 
sale  of  his  chemist's  business  at  f  0  George  Street,  Richmond. 
The  defendant  denied  that  he  had  given  any  instructions  to 
the  plaintiff  to  sell  the  business  in  question,  or  that  the  sale 
was  brought  about  by  the  plaintiff. 

Mr.  McCall,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Harper  were  for  the 
plaintiff ;  Mr.  Lewis  Edmunds,  Q  C  ,  and  Mr.  T.  M.  Stevens 
for  the  defendant. 

The  case  for  the  plaintiff  was  that  in  January,"  1894, 
Parkes  Drug  Stores  (Limited)  had  inquired  from  him  as  to 
whether  he  knew  of  any  premises  in  Richmond  suitable  for  a 
chemist's  business.  He  had  spoken  on  the  matter  to  the 
defendant,  who  had  asked  him  to  persuade  Parkes  Com- 
pany to  take  his  business.  He  had  thereupon  entered 
into  negotiations  with  the  Parkes  Company,  but 
these  came  to  an  end  without  a  sale  being  effected. 
He  afterwards  ascsrtained  that  the  defendant  had  sold 
his  business  to  Parkes  Ccmpary  direct.  He  had  not  made 
aay  bargain  as  to  commission,  but  5  per  cent,  was  a  reason- 
able one.  For  the  defence  it  was  at  first  contended  that 
Parkes  Drrg  Stores  had  bargained  for  the  purchase  of  the 
business  wuh  the  defendant  direct  on  the  terms  that  the 
defendant  should  have  no  commission  to  pay,  and  that  the 
Stores  Company,  did  not  come  on  the  plaintiff's  introduction. 
It  was,  however,  admitted  by  Mr.  Murison,  the  manager  of 
Parkes  Company,  that  he  had  gone  to  the  defendant  be- 
cause he  had  heard  of  the  business  from  the  plaintiff. 
The  question  was  therefore  reduced  to  the  amount  of  com- 
mission due.  ..f,'] 

Mr.  Lewis  Edmunds  submitted  to  the  jury  that,  as  the 
plaintiff  had  not  acted  as  a  business  transfer  agent,  the  only 
commission  payable  was  that  on  the  transfer  of  the  premises-. 
If,  however.thej1 1  hought  there  was  any  commission  payable  on 
the  goodwill,  the  proper  amount  would  be  622.  10s. — namely, 
5  per  cent,  on  the  first  1001.  and  2^  per  cent,  on  the  rest. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  120?.  Judg- 
ment accordingly. 


ONE  OF  THE  CHEMISTS'  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S 
BUSINESS. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice, 
on  Thursday,  the  case  of  Berry  v.  the  Trust  Agency  Com- 
pany (Limited)  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Grantham  and  a 
common  jury.  This  was  an  action  to  recover  damages  for 
breach  of  contract  under  the  following  circumstances. 
Plaintiff  is  now  the  proprietor  of  the  George  Hotel,  Walsall, 
and  formerly  carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  at  the  Cross-, 
Gloucester,  and  the  defendants  entered  into  an  agreement 
to  purchase  the  business  for  1,8002.,  and  paid  a  deposit  of 
302.  They  failed,  however,  to  complete  the  purchase,  and, 
as  the  result:,  plaintiff  had  to  sell  the  business  to  somebody 
else  for  1,4002.  He  therefore  claimed  4222.  10s.,  being  the 
difference  between  the  two  figures,  and  for  22?.  10s.  expenses. 
Mr.  McLean  appeared  for  plaintiff,  and  said  the  solicitors 
who  instructed  him  bad  received  a  letter  from  the  solicitors 
acting  for  the  defendants,  stating  that  they  were  no  longer 
engaged  in  the  case,  and  would  not  appear  at  the  trial.  The 
defendants  were  a  limited  liability  company,  and  could  not 
appear  in  person,  so  that  it  might  be  taken  for  granted  the 
action  was  undefended.  His  Lordship  gave  judgment  for 
the  amount  claimed,  with  costs,  accordingly. 


COUNTY  COURT  CASES. 

Chemists  in  Westminster  County  Court. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Hill, 
described  as  a  chemist,  got  an  order  for  payment  of  a  dubt 
for  perfumery  supplied  to  a  person  named  Prince. — Mr. 
•Parsons,  described  as  a  chemist's  traveller,  was  ordered  to 
pay  a  debt  by  monthly  instalments  of  12.  each     An  order 


for  committal  was  asked  for  against  a  chemist  named 
Simons,  who  did  not  appear.  The  plaintiff  said  the  de- 
fendant was  well  able  to  pay.  His  Honour  said  he  was  not 
satisfied  as  to  that,  and  made  a  new  order  for  payment  of 
the  amount  due  by  monthly  instalments  of  12.  each. 


A  Chemist's  Hoese  dealing. 

At  the  Woolwich  County  Court,  on  Wednesday,  before  Judge 
Bristowe,  Mr.  Sutton,  a  veterinary  surgeon,  carrying  on  a  prac- 
tice at  Plumstead,  sued  Mr.  Harwood,  a  chemist  in  New  Road 
Wcolwich,  for  25s.  for  examining  four  horses  at  defendant's 
request.  Plaintiff  said  that  two  years  ago  defendant  told 
him  he  wanted  to  buy  a  horse,  and  witness  went  with  him  to 
see  various  horses,  including  two  at  Eltham.  He  ultimately 
bought  one  for  35  guineas.  Defendant  said  he  never  engaged 
the  plaintiff  to  examine  or  report  on  any  horses  for  him. 
He  went  with  him,  but  it  was  ia  the  interests  of  the  vendors. 
The  Judge  :  That's  all  nonsense.  Do  you  expect  a  veterinary 
surgeon  to  run  all  over  the  place  for  you  for  nothing?  If 
he  did  he  would  soon  be  in  the  Bankruptcy  Court.  I  give  a 
verdict  of  12.  and  costs. 


A  Wholesale  Druggists'  Cleek's  Claim  for 
Salary. 

At  Shoreditch  County  Court  on  Thursday,  June  11,  before 
Judge  French,  Q  C,  and  a  jury,  Mr.  Chas.  Jas.  Bostock 
claimed  damages  of  502.  for  three  months'  wages  in  lieu  of 
notice  (less  102.  Is.  2d.  admittedly  owing)  from  Messrs. 
Oppenheimer,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited),  wholesale  chemists. 
Defendants  counterclaim  ed  for  moneys  said  to  have  been 
received  by  the  plaintiff  and  not  accounted  for. 

Mr.  Wildey  Wright  appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  A. 
Hughes  appeared  for  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Wright;,  in  opening  the  case,  said  the  plaintiff  was 
engaged  as  secretary  in  the  employ  of  the  defendants  at  a 
salary  of  2002.  a  year.  His  salary  had  been  raised  from 
1302.  to  this  amount.  He  was  summarily  dismissed  on 
April  11  of  the  present  year  by  the  managing  director. 
Plaintiff  occupied  a  prominent  position,  and  was  generally 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  business.  When  the 
1894  accounts  were  audited  in  1895  it  was  discovered  that 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  722.  between  the  moneys  received 
and  the  moneys  forthcoming.  Mr.  Oppenheimer  then  gave 
the  plaintiff  assistance,  and  put  the  cash  in  charge  of  some- 
one else. 

The  Judge :  What  is  the  defence  ? 

Mr.  Hughes :  That  the  plaintiff  was  grossly  neglectful  of 
his  duties,  and  that  he  has  kept  in  his  pocket,  or  at  any 
rate  not  accounted  for,  a  considerable  sum  of  money. 

The  Judge  :  Those  are  spscific  cuarges.  The  onus  is  upon 
the  defendant. 

The  plaintiff,  on  examination,  bore  out  his  counsel's  state- 
ment. No  blame  was  attached  to  him  in  regard  to  the 
deficiency.  He  himself  suggested  that  the  cash  should 
be  placed  in  someone  else's  hands,  and  that  the  duties  of 
superintending  the  cash  should  be  divided  between  two  per- 
sons. Mr.  Oppenheimer  told  the  auditors  to  write  off  the 
amount  to  profit-and  loss  account.  This  was  done,  and  the 
report  presented  to  the  shareholders.  He  continued  in 
exactly  the  same  position,  and  no  alteration  was  made  in 
his  salary.  He  only  on  one  occasion  heard  any  suggestion 
that  he  was  to  repay  the  amount.  On  April  11  last  Mr. 
Oppenheimer  came  to  him  and  said,  "  You  know  Fry  has 
been  robbing  us.  You  must  have  known  it  "  The  plaintiff 
replied  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it ;  but  Mr.  Oppenheimer 
replied  that  he  would  have  to  suffer  for  it,  and  summarily 
dismissed  him.  The  pla'ntiff  immediately  wrote  to  the 
defendants,  and  received  an  answer  stating  that  Fry's  case 
had  nothing  to  do  with  his. 

Mr.  Hughes,  in  cross-examination,  was  going  into  the 
question  of  the  discrepancy,  hut  trie  Judge  held  that  if  any 
blame  attached  to  the  plaintiff  the  matter  ought  to  have 
been  gone  into  before  when  the  facts  were  lresh,  but  the 
fact  ot  the  plaintiff  still  continuing  in  the  same  position  dis- 
posed of  that  defence.  It  was  impussible  to  say  what  had 
become  of  the  money  in  a  firm  with  so  large  a  turnover  as 
25,0002.  and  so  many  hands  employed.  _ 
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Mr.  Hughes  was  then  going  into  the  accounts ;  but  Judge 
French  held  that  the  Court  were  not  auditors  to  audit 
accounts. 

The  plaintiff  denied  emphatically  that  Mr.  Oppenheimer 
told  him  he  would  have  to  refund  the  money.  The  1895 
accounts  showed  a  discrepancy  of  about  8/. 

The  Judge :  With  a  turnover  of  from  25.000Z.  to  30,000Z. 
I  shall  rule,  as  a  matter  of  law,  that  Mr.  Oppenheimer,  having 
continued  the  clerk  in  his  employment  after  the  discovery  of 
the  alleged  misconduct,  must  stand  by  that. 

Mr.  Hughes,  for  the  defence,  contended  that  the  defendants 
in  1895  discovered  that  the  secretary  had  entered  in  his 
cash-book  sums  of  money  as  being  received,  and  on  the 
other  side  sums  of  money  paid  into  the  bank,  and  these 
latter  figures  were  wrong.  The  plaintiff  was  told  by  the 
defendant  that  he  would  have  to  refund  the  money,  and 
there  and  then  the  cash  was  taken  out  of  his  hands.  Having 
taken  the  temptation  away  the  defendant  still  continued  him 
in  his  employment. 

Mr.  William  Oppenheimer,  managing  director  of  the  defend- 
ant company,  said  he  had  an  interview  with  the  plaintiff 
in  the  presence  of  the  accountants,  when  plaintiff  said  he 
could  not  account  for  the  discrepancy.  So  far  from  the 
plaintiff  being  pressed  with  woik,  he  bad  very  little  to  do 
indeed.  Tbey  had  a  youDg  bookkeeper  named  Fry  who 
had  formerly  been  in  business  with  the  plaintiff,  and  this 
man  had  robbed  them  very  extensively,  and  it  was  partly 
owing  to  this  that  the  plaintiff  was  summarily  dismissed.  In 
answer  to  the  Judge  he  said  he  had  suspected  the  man  Fry 
for  some  time. 

Judge  French,  in  summing  up,  said  the  plaintiff  was 
entitled  to  three  months'  wages  upon  being  summarily  dis- 
missed unless  the  employer  could  make  out  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  jury  that  the  plaintiff  was  properly  dismissed  and  for 
good  cause.  In  this  case  the  employer  had  all  the  facts 
befcra  him  some  months  ago,  and  the  opinion  he  then  formed 
was  that  the  plaintiff  was  a  person  whom  he  could  still  con- 
tinue to  trust  in  an  honourable  and  responsible  position  in 
his  service.  The  only  alteration  which  the  defendant  deemed 
necessary  was  to  lighten  the  burden  of  the  work  :  his  salary 
was  not  cut  down,  no  deductions  were  made  to  meet  the 
deficiency,  and  the  business  went  on  as  usual.  If  there 
were  discrepancies  in  the  accounts,  it  would  not  by  any 
means  follow  that  suspicion  should  fall  upon  the  plaintiff, 
because  this  was  a  very  large  firm  employing  a  large  number 
of  hands. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  on  both  the 
claim  and  counterclaim. 

Judge  French  said  he  thought  it  right  to  say  that  no  im- 
putation of  dishonesty  whatever  rested  upon  the  plaintiff. 

THE  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION  (LIMITED). 

In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  on 
Monday,  June  8,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Beecham  for  the 
winding  up  of  this  company  was  down  for  hearing  before 
Mr.  Justice  Eomer.  Mr.  Eve,  Q.C.,  said  that  it  was  a  credi- 
tor's petition,  there  being  a  voluntary  winding  up  pending ; 
but,  subject  to  his  Lordship's  approval,  he  had  agreed  with 
Mr.  Farwell,  Q.C.,  who  appeared  for  the  company,  to  take  a 
supervision  order.  The  present  voluntary  liquidator  would 
retire,  and  another  gentleman  be  substituted  for  him  for  the 
protection  of  the  unsecured  creditors. 

Mr.  Justice  Eomer  made  a  supervision  order,  and  referred 
the  appointment  of  a  liquidator  in  substitution  for  the 
retiring  liquidator  to  chambers. 


THE  TITLE  OF  LIEBIG'S-EXTRACT  WINE. 

On  Friday,  last  week,  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  Mr. 
Warrington,  QC,  mentioned  to  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  a 
motion  which  he  had  to  make  in  the  action  of  Liebig's 
Extract  of  Meat  Company  (Limited)  against  the  Chemists' 
Co-operative  Society  (Limited)  and  the  Liebig  Medicated- 
wine  Company  (Limited)  to  restrain  the  defendants  from 
paesing  off  their  goods  as  those  of  the  plaintiffs' ;  but  it  had 
been  arranged,  subject  to  his  Lordship's  sanction,  that  the 
case  should  be  set  down  for  trial  without  pleadings,  no  order 
to  be  made  as  to  costs,  except  that  they  be  costs  in  the 
action.  They  would  ask  his  Lordship  to  fix  an  early  day  for 
the  hearing.    To  this  he  assented. 


BOVRIL  AS  A  TRADE-MARK. 

In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  Thursday,  before  Lords  Justices 
Lindley,  Lopes,  and  Rigby,  Mr.  Bower  appeared  in  supporc 
of  an  appeal  by  Messrs.  Rosetree  &  Co.,  from  a  decision  of 
Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  refusing  to  rectify  the  Trade-Marks 
Register  by  expunging  therefrom  a  mark  consisting  of  the 
name  "  Bovril,"  registered  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Johnston  and 
assigned  by  him  to  "  Bovril,  Limited,"  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  descriptive  and  not  a  word  which  could  be  registered. 
Mr.  Moulton,  Q  C,  for  the  respondents  argued  that  "  Bovril " 
was  an  assented  fancy  name,  and  that  the  learned  Judge  in 
the  Court  below  was  indisputably  right  in  the  decision 
arrived  at.    The  case  was  not  concluded. 


ftew  Companfea  an&  Company 

Commercial  Ozone  Syndicate  (Limited).  —  Capital 
20,OCOZ„  in  11.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  certain  patents, 
which  are  not  described,  to  carry  into  effect  an  agreement  to- 
be  made  with  Charles  Y.  Yarnold,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  goldsmiths,  metallurgists,  assayers,  &c. 

Singer  Soap  (Limited). — Capital  10,0002  ,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  manufacture  or  buy,  sell,  and  deal  in  soaps  of 
every  kind,  tallow,  glycerine,  candles,  detergents,  oils, 
matches,  starch,  blue,  laundry-requisites,  perfumery,  toilet- 
articles,  preparations  for  the  teeth,  hair,  and  skin,  chemical 
substances,  medicines,  drugs,  &c. 

Maurice's  Porceleine  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
30,0002.,  in  10Z.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  and  work  a 
secret  process  for  the  manufacture  of  "  Maurice's  Porceleine," 
and  to  take  over  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers  in  paints  and  enamels  carried  on  by  Thomas  R.  T. 
Maurice  and  C.  B.  Dobson.  The  first  directors  are  H.  W. 
Bessemer,  T.  R.  T.  Maurice,  and  R.  C.  Garton. 

Maeico  (Transvaal)  Saltpetre  Company  (Limited). — 
Capital  125,O0OZ ,  in  1Z.  shares.  Objects :  To  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  John  L.  McKim,  to  acquire  any  mines, 
mining  rights,  and  metalliferous  deposits  in  Marico  District, 
South  African  Republic,  or  elsewhere,  and  to  prepare  for 
market  nitrate  of  potassium,  or  any  ore,  metal,  or  mineral, 
substances.    Registered  office,  81  Cannon  Street,  B.C. 

Hoyle,  Robson,  Barnett  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital 
40,000Z ,  in  10Z.  shares.  Objects :  To  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  Edward  G.  Barnett  and  Frederick  P.  Barnett,  and  to 
take  over  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in 
paints,  colours,  varnishes,  oils,  tar,  pitch,  and  resin,  carried  on 
by  them  under  the  style  or  firm  of  "  Hoyle,  Robson,  Barnett 
&  Co,"  at  Bill  Quay,  near  Gateshead- on-Tyne,  and  at  the 
Close,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Hermite  International  Electbical  Sanitation 
Company  (Limited). — -Capital  300.000Z.,  in  1Z.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  and  deal  with  the  several  inventions, 
patents,  and  patent  rights  collectively  known  as  the  "  Hermite 
inventions  and  patent  rights  "  for  the  purposes  of  bleaching, 
electrolysing,  disinfecting,  purifying,  sanitary  and  other 
processes,  and  the  several  businesses  and  properties  of  Eugene 
Hermite  and  his  partners  and  associates,  and  to  enter  into 
an  agreement  with  the  said  Eugene  Hermite,  Edward  J. 
Paterson,  and  Charles  F.  Cooper.  Registered  office,  3  Princes 
Mansions,  68  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 

Red  Cross  Germicide  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
20,000Z.,  in  1Z  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
disinfectant,  deodorising,  and  antiseptic  product  manufac- 
turers, perfume  manufacturers  and  dfstillers,  chemists,  drug- 
gists, patent-medicine  vendors  and  manufacturers,  chemical 
manufacturers,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one 
share)  are  :— S.  Hardy,  Eldon  Buildings,  Eldon  Street,  E.C., 
gentleman ;  E.  C.  Powell,  7  Selwood  Place,  Onslow  Gardens, 
S.W.,  accountant ;  J.  H.  H.  Garbutt,  95  The  Rye,  Peckham, 
S.E.,  clerk ;  C.  F.  Richardson,  123  Mount  View  Road,  Stroud 
Green,  N.,  chartered  accountant ;  W.  F.  Fowle,  3  St.  James 
Koad,  Stratford,  E.,  accountant ;  T.  G.  Wanser,  Kingsclere, 
Walton- on-Thames,  merchant;  S.  Wesley,  60  Watling Street, 
I  B.C. ,  gentleman. 
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Sandle  &  Garwood  (Limited). — Capital  600/,  in  1/- 
shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists' 
druggists,  drysalters,  and  makers  of  and  dealers  in  proprie- 
tary articles  of  all  kinds.  The  first  subscribers  are : — Arthur 
H.  Sandle,  115  St.  Leonard's  Koad,  Norwich,  drysalter  (594 
shares)  ;  Mrs.  L.  M.  Sandle,  same  address  (L) ;  Anthony  W. 
M.  Atthill,  66  Park  Lane,  Norwich,  accountant  (1)  ;  George 
J.  Garwood,  66  Rosary  Corner,  Thorpe  Road,  Norwich, 
chemist  (1) ;  Harry  Mayhew,  20  M«fk  Lane,  E.C.,  clerk  (1)  ; 
Charles  W.  Harper,  Holly  Villa,  Shaftesbury  Road,  Upton 
Park,  E.  clerk;  Wm.  E.  Sandle,  226  Neville  Road,  Forest 
Gate,  E.,  sergeant-major,  R.A.  Registered  without  articles 
of  association.    Registered  office,  108  King  Street,  Norwich. 

British  and  Foreign  Druggists  Company  (Limited). 
— Limited  by  guarantee,  having  a  membership  of  not  more 
than  twenty  persons,  who  are  each  liable  for  11.  in  the  event 
of  winding  up.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  and  manufacturers  of  and  wholesale  and  retail 
dealers  in  proprietary  articles  of  every  description.  The 
first  subscribers  are : — Sidney  Child,  16  Grosvenor  Road, 
Twickenham,  provision  merchant ;  John  Richards,  107  Flax- 
ham  Road,  Camberwell,  accountant;  Albert  Prescott,  69 
Ansdell  Road.Nunhead,  S.E.,  gentleman  ;  Wm.  F.  C.  Lane,  16 
Wellington  Terrace,  Willesden,  N.W.,  clerk ;  Wm.  C.  Ortzman, 
27  Clarendon  Road,  Brixton,  S.W.,  merchant;  Mrs.  E.  S. 
Basham,  Geo.  R.  Basham,  gentleman,  9  Garfield  Road,  Twick- 
enham. The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than  two  nor 
more  than  seven)  are  to  be  nominated  by  the  subscribers. 
Remuneration,  as  the  company  may  decide.  The  managing 
director  (whose  name  does  not  transpire)  is  to  receive  2002. 
per  annum. 

Medico  (Limited). — Capital  15,000/.,  in  10/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  and  take  over  the  business  carried  on 
under  the  style  or  firm  of  "  Meadowcroft  &  Law  "  at  Pump 
Street,  Blackburn,  Lancashire,  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  James  Law  for  the  purpose,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  chemists,  and  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in 
mineral  and  aerated  waters  and  other  drinks.  The  first 
subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are: — James  Law,  146 
Preston  New  Road,  Blackburn,  chemist;  Robert  T.  East- 
wood, Regent  Street,  Blackburn,  merchant;  James  S. 
Watson,  M  D.,  Richmond  Terrace,  Blackburn ;  George 
Holden,  136  Preston  New  Road,  Blackburn,  cotton-spinner ; 
Benjamin  Law,  21  Broomfield  Terrace,  Blackburn,  manager  ; 
James  Broadley,  Lime  Mount,  Accrington,  printer ;  William 
Wells,  69  Higher  Eanam,  Blackburn,  chemist.  The  first 
directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than  three  nor  more  than 
five)  areJRobert  T.  Eastwood,  James  S.  Watson,  and  William 
Wells.  Qualification,  100/.  Remuneration,  as  the  company 
may  decide. 


London  Produce  Clearing  House  (Limited). — The 
directors  have  decided  to  pay  an  interim  dividend  at  the 
rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  less  tax. 

Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited). — The  eighth  annual  general 
meeting  of  the  shareholder*  in  this  company  was  held  on 
Wednecday  at  the  Memorial  Hall,  Farringdon  Street,  Mr. 
Horace  Davenport  (chairman  of  the  company)  presiding. 
There  were  upwards  of  sixty  shareholders  present.  We  gave  a 
summary  of  the  directors'  report,  together  with  an  outline  of 
the  reconstruction  scheme,  in  our  issue  of  June  6.  [It  should, 
however,  be  stated  thst  the  net  profit  for  1895  (3,344/  5s.) 
compared  with  a  similar  pro  St  of  2,517/.  Qs.  Hd.  in  1894. 
Our  copyist,  in  quoting  the  figures  for  1894,  took  only  the 
balance  after  interna  dividend  and  other  items  had  been 
deducted.]  The  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report  and  accouLts,  said  that  under  the  adverse  circum- 
stances that  still  existed  in  this  business,  the  directors  were 
pleased  to  have  so  satisfactory  a  report  to  present,  a  payment 
of  6  per  cent,  being  made  upon  the  preference  shares,  and 
also  something  (2|  per  cent.)  on  the  ordinary  shares.  The 
sales  showed  an  increase  of  over  7,000/.,  which  was  a  grati- 
fying feature.  They  must  remember,  however,  that  part  of 
their  trade  bore  little  or  no  profit.  The  cutting  of 
proprietary  articles  had  greatly  affected  their  customers, 
and  it  was  deplorable  to  what  extent  this  cutting  had 
been  carried.  He  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report 
and  accounts.  Mr.  Birrell,  who,  with  Mr.  Gadd,  was 
appointed    last    year    one    of    the    nominees    of  the 


shareholders'  committee  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 
company,  complained  that  they  bad  not  the  had  necessary 
facilities  given  them  by  the  board  to  learn  the  working  of 
the  company.  Last  year  they  only  consented  to  the  adoption 
of  the  report  upon  condition  that  an  adjourned  meeting, 
convened  by  the  shareholders,  should  be  held,  but  the 
directors  had  sheltered  themselves  behind  a  legal  opinion, 
and  declined  to  meet  the  shareholders.  He  advised  the 
shareholders  to  put  a  new  director  on  the  board,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  information  they  wanted,  and 
he  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting.  Another 
shareholder  having  commended  the  present  board, 
the  Chairman,  referring  to  the  meeting  which  had  not  been 
held,  repudiated  the  suggestion  that  the  board  had  been 
influenced  by  policy  and  legal  opinion.  Mr.  Birrell  and  Mr. 
Gadd  were  told  to  go  to  the  auditors  for  information  as  they 
were  in  the  best  position  to  give  it,  but  this  course  they  did 
not  take.  The  company  were  turning  their  attention  to 
druggists'  sundries,  and  they  bad  to  get  in  a  large  stock, 
which  meant  a  large  expenditure.  This  sundries  department 
was  the  means  of  enabling  them  to  show  the  profit  they  had 
done,  and  was  quite  a  new  adjunct  to  their  business.  Mr. 
Tunbridge  seconded  the  amendment,  but  it  was  lost  by  a 
large  majority.  The  resolution,  as  read  by  the  Chairman  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Powell,  was  then  put  to  the  meeting  and 
carried  ncm.  con.  Mr.  R  H.  Groves  was  re-elected  a  director, 
and  in  returning  thanks  said  he  held  200  ordinary  shares,  so 
that  he  would  do  his  level  best  to  make  ordinary  shares  pay 
a  dividend.  Mr.  Anderson  proposed  the  re-election  of  Mr. 
Horace  Davenport  as  chairman,  which  was  seconded  and 
adopted.  On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Birrell,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Harry  Barker  was  elected  auditor  at  a  remu- 
neration of  100/.  A  question  was  asked  as  to  whether  the 
managing  director  was  devoting  his  whole  time  to  the 
interests  of  the  company,  as  he  was  continually  going  abont 
the  country  in  the  interests  of  an  association.  The  Chair- 
man, in  reply,  said  that  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  the  board  that  the  managing  director  had  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  association,  which  would  be  an 
advantage  both  to  the  wholesale  and  retail  trade. 
The  meeting  afterwards  considered  the  proposed  recon- 
struction of  the  company,  details  of  which  were  given  last 
week.  The  Chairman  said  the  proposal  emanated  from  their 
last  general  meeting,  the  idea  being  to  make  the  shares  more 
marketable  than  at  present,  they  now  being  at  a  discount  and 
liable  to  a  call.  The  company  did  not  require  any  further 
capital,  and  they  thought  it  desirable  to  draw  out  a  scheme 
which  would  not  call  for  any  more  money  and  would  be  fair 
to  all  parties.  It  would  be  seen  that  shareholders  who  had 
paid  amounts  in  advance  of  calls  would  have  the  balance  in 
4|  per  cent,  debentures,  the  preference  shareholders  would 
have  5  per  cent,  instead  of  6  per  cent.,  and  the  ordinary 
shareholders  would  have  their  shares  written  down  by  one- 
third  ;  but  after  the  ordinary  shareholders  had  received  5 
per  cent,  dividend,  any  balance  of  profit  available  would  be 
divided  pro  rata  between  the  preference  and  ordinary  shares. 
He  hoped  chemists  would  see  that  it  was  desirable  to  possess 
some  of  Barclay's  shares,  and  then  to  give  their  trade  to  the 
house.  By  so  doing  they  would  make  a  good  thing  both  for 
themselves  and  the  company.  The  scheme  had  met  with 
general  approval,  and  they  had  received  proxies  representing 
10,000  shares.  He  moved  the  resolutions,  and  after  he  had 
replied  to  some  questions  they  were  carried  by  a  large 
majority. 


"  Persimmon  Plaster  "  was  ordered  from  a  chemist  at 
Skibbereen.  Our  correspondent  says  it  was  red  precipitate 
that  was  wanted,  though  he  does  not  tell  us  how  he  came 
to  that  conclusion.  "  Electricity  in  Sulphur "  was  more 
easily  interpreted. 

There  are  signs  that  the  Germans  will  gradually  abandon 
their  old  habit  of  taking  coffee,  and  become  a  nation  of  tea- 
drinkers.  Tea  is  already  the  fashionable  refreshment  of  the 
upper  classes,  and  is  gradually  obtaining  favour  in  more 
plebeian  circles.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  deterioration  in 
the  quality  of  coffee  and  partly  to  the  increase  of  coffee 
substitutes  such  as  "malt-coffee,''  consisting  of  slightly 
malted  and  lightly  roasted  barley,  sometimes  sweetened,  and 
retailing  at  twopence  a  pound.  Few  articles,  it  would  seem, 
have  a  better  future  in  Germany  than  tea. 
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the  occasion  of  visits  to  the  recent  session  of  the  General 
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Medical  Council  whila  it  was  trviag  cases  of  professiona1 
misconduct. 

By  sections  23  and  29  of  the  Meiical  Ac5  of  1858  power  is 
entrusted  to  the  General  Council  to  erase  from  the  Medical 
Kegister,  "if  they  see  fit,"  the  names  of  persons  who  (a)  have 
bean  struck  off  the  list  of  any  of  tin  licensing  bodies; 
(5)  who  have  been  convicted  in  England  or  Ireland  oE  any 
felony  or  misdemeanour,  or  in  Scotland  of  any  crime  or 
offence  ;  or  (c)  who  shall,  after  dus  inquiry,  be  judged  by  the 
General  Council  to  have  been  guilt/  of  infamous  conduct  in 
any  professional  respect. 

The  exercise  of  this  function  is  from  many  points  of  view 
the  most  serious  duty  devolving  on  the  Council.  The  erasure 
of  names  on  the  last-mentioned  ground  is  becoming  more 
frequent  year  by  year,  and  it  is  pretty  evident  to  the 
observer  that  infamous  conduct  tends  to  be  more  readily 
assnmed  by  the  Council,  which  is,  besides,  closely  pressed 
ly  its  constituents  to  apply  the  crushing  penalty  which  it  is 
in  its  power  to  impose.  From  the  decision  of  the  Council 
it  has  been  held  by  the  High  Court  that  there  is  no  appeal. 
Only  if  personal  malice  on  the  part  of  the  Council  or  of  its  mem- 
bers could  be  proved  would  the  accused  and  ruined  person 
"have  any  remedy.  That  the  Medical  Council  fully  appreciates 
the  importance  of  its  functions  in  this  matter  is  abundantly 
evident.  The  investigation  into  alleged  misconduct  is  con- 
ducted with  the  utmost  patience,  and  the  tribunal  is  com- 
posed of  men  of  undoubted  ability  and  long  experience. 
Moreover,  it  is  fair  to  add  that,  so  far  as  we  know,  there  has 
been  no  recorded  decision  of  the  Council  against  which 
exception  has  been  seriously  taken  by  any  competent  and 
unprejudiced  critic. 

But,  however  well  the  work  may  have  been  done  in  the 
past,  we  can  hardly  watch  it  in  progress  without  some  mis- 
giving. The  members  of  the  Council  themselves  are  almost 
all  men  in  a  position  beyond  the  influence  of  professional 
competition;  but  this  is  ore  of  the  principal  charges 
brought  against  them.  It  is  freely  said  among  ordinary 
medical  practitioners  that  if  the  old  fossils  on  the  Council 
knew  how  hard  it  is  to  make  and  keep  a  practice  nowadays 
they  would  exercise  their  powers  much  more  freely  than 
they  do  to  put  down  unfair  competition.  Then  these  prac- 
titioners form  themselves  into  associations  with  the  express 
purpose  of  inducing  the  Council  to  exercise  their  powers 
more  freely.  Hence  we  find  such  bodies  as  the  Medical 
Defence  Union  (Limited)  and  the  British  Dental  Associa- 
tion, who  make  it  a  prominent  part  of  their  duties  to  bring 
cases  before  the  Council  for  punishment.  This  is  legitimate 
enough ;  but  the  danger  lies  in  the  fact  that  these  bodies 
hold  and  profess  views  in  respect  of  medical  law  and  morals 
which  are,  to  put  it  mildly,  a  good  bit  in  advance  of  the 
statutes  under  which  the  Council  has  to  act ;  that  they,  as 
constituents  of  the  Council,  and  as  energetic  spokesmen  for 
the  profession  which  the  Council  represents,  must  have 
an  influence  on  its  opinions,  and  that  the  Council  is 
gradually  being  persuaded  into  a  compliance  with 
their  demands.  This  is  evident  when  a  doubtful  case 
is  under  consideration.  The  accused  person  appears 
before  the  Council  under  great  disadvantages.  The  place 
and  the  proceedings  are  all  unfamiliar  to  him  ;  he  finds  a 
fluent  opponent ;  his  conduct,  if  not  professionally  infamous, 
may  have  been  a  little  below  the  standard  of  the  medical 
baronets  who  are  to  sit  in  judgment  on  him ;  and,  unless  he 
is  a  very  accomplished  scoundrel,  he  would  probably  make  a 
bad  case  for  himself  anyhow.  Will  it  be  believed  that 
under  these  circumstances  a  dozen  members  of  the  Council, 
one  after  another,  bait  and  heckle  him  with  an  apparently 
keen  enjoyment  of  the  rule  of  a  cross- examiner.  The  pro- 
ceedings follow  the  French  model  of  magistral  inquiry, 


only  here  there  are  probably  twelve  magistrates  instead  of 
one.  A  number  of  small  iniquities  are  discovered  by  this 
method,  not  one  of  which  could  te  alleged  as  infamous  con- 
duct^by  itself,  but  which  in  the  hulk  make  a  formidable 
array.  For  example,  an  accused  licentiate  last  week  was 
compelled  to  admit  that  he  bad  the  title  "  Dr."  on  his  door- 
plate,  he  not  having  a  strict  right  to  it;  also  that  his 
unqualified  assistant  had  attended  two  or  thiee  cases  of  con- 
finement in  his  absence.  Another  admitted  that  he  had 
adopted  some  unprofessioral  methods  of  advertising ;  also 
that  he  tad  treated  a  certain  case  from  a  diagnosis  which 
his  questioner  said  was  an  incorrect  one. 

It  would  be  a  public  advantage,  and  would  tend  to  keep 
the  Medical  Council  straight  judicially,  if  its  proceedings 
were  more  generally  reported.  It  is  a  public  couit,  and  the 
cases  it  decides  are  of  at  least  as  much  importance  as  the 
majority  of  those  which  our  daily  papers  serve  up  to  us 
every  day  from  the  police  courts. 


CHELSEA  PENSIONER. 

We  find  that  there  are  about  a  dozen  formulas  in  use  for  this 
celebrated  electuary  for  rheumatism,  and  as  we  cannot  of  our- 
selves decide  which  of  them  is  in  general  use  at  the  present 
time,  we  should  be  glad  of  the  assistance  of  our  subscribers 
upon  that  point,  and  also  in  clearing  up  the  origin  of  the 
preparation.  As  to  the  latter,  Cooley  states  that  a  pen- 
sioner in  the  well-known  Chelsea  home  for  old  soldiers 
cured  Lord  Amherst  of  gout  with  it,  and  so  it  got  its  name. 
The  earliest  formula  for  it  which  we  are  able  to  trace  is  in 
Professor  W.  T.  Brande's  "Manual  of  Pharmacy  "  (1825), 
where  ihe  following  passage  occurs  : — 

The  celebrated  remedy  for  rheumatism  called  Chelsea 
Fensioner  is  an  electuary  composed  of  a  drachm  of 
powdered  rhubarb,  an  ounce  of  cream  of  tartar,  two  ounces 
of  flowers  of  sulphur,  one  nutmeg  in  powder,  and  a  suffi- 
ce nt  proportion  of  clarified  honey  ;  two  large  teaspconfuls 
to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

This  is  probably  the  original  formula,  but  nowadays  the  nut- 
meg is  sometimes  omitted,  and  various  modifications  have 
crept  in.  To  what  extent  the  composition  has  been  altered 
will  be  seen  from  the  subjoined  table: — 


Squire  and 

Cooley 

Remington 

Martindale  and 
Lond.Hosp.Phar. 

Edin.  Inf.  Phar. 

Hager 

Private 

Pulv.  guaiaci 

3vj. 

3ss. 

Sj. 

u 

3ij. 

3iv. 

Sss 

Sss. 

Pulv.  sinapis 

Jiss. 

fq. 

Sj. 

Sulphur,  subl.  .. 

siss. 

sviij. 

S«. 

3ij. 

Siij. 

Sj. 

Svj. 

.'iv. 

Piilv.  rhei 

3iij. 

Sj. 

3ij. 

3ss. 

3ij. 

Sj. 

Siv. 

Pulv.  potass,  nit . . 

3iij. 

Sss. 

3ij. 

Pulv.  potass,  bitart. 

Sij. 

Si- 

Siij. 

Sij. 

Pulv.  mvristicse . . 

No.  iv. 

si. 

Jss. 

No.  ij. 

Magnes.  carb. 

m. 

Pulv.  zingib.  .. 

Sj. 

q.s. 

Ibiij. 

u. 

q.s. 

q.s. 

51. 

Sxxiv. 

(Tel)  Theriaca 

q.s. 

q.s. 

Sxij. 

Mustard,  nitre,  carbonate  of  magnesia,  ginger,  and  treacle 
are  not  in  the  supposed  original  formula,  but  the  whole  of 
the  authorities  who  adhere  to  that  recipe  as  regards  ingre- 
dients depart  from  it  in  the  matter  of  quantities.  The 
London  Hospital  formula  is  obviously  out  of  court ;  it  is  not 
Chelsea  Pensioner.  Squire,  the  C.  §  Z>.,  and  the  Edinburgh 
Royal  Infirmary  are  in  substantial  pgreement.  We  do  not 
suppose  that  there  is  ar yene  now  alive  who  was  in  the  trade 
when  the  electuary  was  introduced,  but  probably  many  who 
read  this  have  old  shop  recipe-bcoks  containing  recipes  for 
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the  preparation,  and  we  shall  be  glad  if  they  would  com- 
municate copies  to  us,  with  any  notes  as  to  the  source  of  the 
recipes.  Perhaps  we  may  be  able  to  bring  back  the  prepara- 
tion to  something  like  uniformity.  It  seems  to  be  too 
rarchaic  to  officialise,  yet  it  is  too  good  to  spoil  by  utte 
confusion. 


CYANIDE    OF  POTASSIUM. 

The  enormous  development  of  the  gold-mining  industry 
during  the  past  six  or  seven  years  has  brought  with  it  a 
great  increase  in  the  demand  for  cyanide  of  potassium, 
which  is  employed  in  the  process  of  extracting  gold  and 
silver  from  those  residues  or  tailings  from  which  the  precious 
metal  cannot  be  recovered  by  amalgamation,  the  rationale 
consisting  of  the  solution  of  the  metal  in  the  cyanide  and  its 
precipitation  by  means  of  zinc.  The  photographic  industry 
also  uses  larger  quantities  of  cyanide  of  potassium  every 
year,  and  considerable  amounts  are  required  in  the  pre- 
paration of  electroplating  solutions.  Compared  with  its 
industrial  employment,  the  pharmaceutical  purposes  for 
which  cyanide  is  used  are  therefore  of  little  account  in  the 
consumption,  yet  the  drug  is  one  which  interests  every 
pharmacist  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  and  the  price- fluctua- 
tions of  the  article  are  therefore  a  matter  of  some  concern 
to  him. 

As  it  happens,  cyanide  of  potassium  has  cheapened  with 
the  increased  employment,  partly  because  the  extension]  of 
its  production  has  outrun  the  growth  of  the  demand,  and 
partly  because  new  and  cheaper  processes  have  lately  been 
introduced  into  the  manufacture.  One  of  the  principal 
markets  for  cyanide  of  potassium  is  the  Transvaal  gold-fields. 
So  large,  in  fact,  is  the  consumption  of  the  article  in  that 
quarter  that  the  Government  of  the  South  African  Republic 
have  repeatedly  contemplated  the  policy  of  placing  a  high 
Customs  duty  upon  cyanide,  or  of  forbidding  its  importation 
altogether  and  granting  a  concession  for  the  monopoly  of 
its  manufacture  within  the  country. 

When  Dr.  Leyds,  the  State  Secretary  of  the  Republic,  was 
in  Europe  last  winter,  he  had  an  interview  on  this  subject 
with  Mr.  Hugo  Andrese,  the  managing-director  of  the 
Gold  and  Silver  Extracting  Works  at  Frankfort  o/M.  Mr. 
Andrew's  firm,  as  soon  as  they  heard  that  the  question  of 
the  manufacture  of  cyanide  of  potassium  in  the  Transvaal 
was  seriously  engaging  the  attention  of  Mr.  Ki  tiger's  Govern- 
ment, erected  an  experimental  cyanide-factory  at  Pretoria, 
principally,  they  explain,  "  with  the  idea  of  collecting 
material  which  would  place  us  in  a  position  to  judge 
whether,  and  on  which  conditions,  it  would  pay  to  manufac- 
ture all  that  is  required  of  the  said  article  in  the  South 
African  Republic."  This  is  an  example  of  business  enter- 
prise such  as  one  would  like  to  have  seen  associated  with  the 
name  of  a  British  firm.  However,  the  Frankfort  factory's 
experience  was  not  fortunate  from  a  profit-making  point  of 
view.  After  a  trial  of  about  twelve  months  they  came  to 
the  conclusion,  firstly,  that  it  will  be  economically  impos- 
sible to  produce  in  the  South  African  Republic  such  raw 
material  as  is  indispensable  for  manufacturing  cyanide  of 
potassium  ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  that  by  importing  the 
necessary  raw  material  the  cost  of  cyanide  of  potassium  is 
so  much  increased  that  it  would  be  more  advantageous  to 
import  it  ready  made  from  abroad.  Mr.  Hugo  Andrese 
communicated  these  facts  to  Dr.  Leyds  at  the  Berlin  inter? 
view,  and  has  since  set  them  out  in  greater  detail  in  an 
official  letter.  That  document  has  been  handed  to  a  Johan- 
nesburg paper  by  Dr.  Leyds,  who,  whatever  may  be  his 
opinion  of  British  policy,  clearly  seems  to  be  a  believer  in 


Mr.  Chamberlain's  "new  "  methods  of  publicity  for  affairs  of 
State. 

"  The  manufacture  of  cyanide  of  potassium  in  the  South 
African  Republic,"  says  the  letter, 

will  only  pay  if  the  industry  is  protected  by  an  import-duty,  but  it  will 
not  be  in  the  interest  of  the  Republic  and  the  mining  industry  in  the 
country  to  grant  a  concession  for  the  making  of  cyanide  of  potassium 
either  to  us  (the  Frankfort  works)  or  to  anybody  else,  or  to  establish  a  pro- 
tective duty  on  the  said  article. 

Even  should  the  whole  situation,  through  the  completion  of  railway 
facilities,  reduction  of  the  cost  of  labour  and  coal,  &c,  undergo  such 
material  changes  as  to  render  it  probable  that  the  raw  materials  required 
for  manufacturing  cyanide  of  potassium  could  be  made  in  the  South 
African  Republic,  it  would  not  be  wise  to  impose  a  protective  duty  on  the 
finished  article.  For,  according  to  the  latest  progress  of  chemical  science 
there  can  no  longer  be  a  doubt  that  the  raw  materials  hitherto  employed,  of 
which  prussiate  of  potash  is  the  chief,  will  soon  no  loDger  be  required  for 
manufacturing  the  cyanide.  Recent  developments  show  that  cyanide  of 
potassium  can  be  made  at  a  considerably  lower  price  by  working  with  raw 
materials  which  are  obtained  in  the  ammonia,  soda,  and  potash  industries, 
and  the  question  of  erecting  large  soda  and  potash  works  in  the  South, 
African  Republic  within  measurable  time  cannot  be  seriously  discussed. 

The  question  still  remains  open  whether  it  would  pay  to  import  into 
the  South  African  Republic  these  new  raw  materials  and  to  make  the 
cyanide  of  potassium  in  that  country. 

But  this  has  also  to  be  answered  in  the  negative,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  sea  freight  and  transport  charges  on  land  would  amount  to  more  than 
it  costs  in  Europe  to  make  the  finished  article. 

From  what  we  have  said,  it  will  also  appear  that  if  a  protective  duty 
should  be  established,  with  the  intention  of  permanently  aiding  some 
domestic  cyanide-works,  the  bulk  of  the  charges  in  this  manner  collected 
from  the  mining  industry  would  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  steamship 
companies,  which  would  have  the  forwarding  of  the  large  quantities  of  raw 
material. 

On  all  these  counts  the  Frankfort  firm  advise  Dr.  Leyds 
to  leave  things  as  they  are  at  present.  In  that  respect 
they  are,  no  doubt,  on  economically  sound  ground,  and  there 
seems  no  reason  for  doubting  that  Mr.  Kiiiger's  Government 
will  take  the  advice. 

We  have  heard  much  lately  of  the  alleged  preferential 
treatment  of  foreigners  over  Britishers  by  the  Transvaal 
Government  in  matters  of  commerce ;  but  in  this  cyanide 
question,  at  any  rate,  the  advice  of  the  Frankfort  firm,  if 
accepted,  may  prove  a  fortunate  thing  for  England.  For 
within  the  last  few  years  the  cyanide- of -potassium  industry 
has  made  considerable  strides  in  this  country  at  the  expense, 
to  some  extent,  of  Germany.  Until  a  few  years  ago  the 
bulk  of  the  cyanide  of  potash  used  in  this  country  or 
re-shipped  was  of  German  origin,  but  improved  processes  of 
manufacture  nowadays  enable  England  to  compete  success- 
fully in  the  market.  The  cyanide  of  potassium  now  manu- 
factured by  the  Beckton  Gasworks,  for  instance,  and  that 
made  in  one  or  two  provincial  centres  can  be  sold  at  a  profit 
at  a  much  lower  price  than  the  German  article.  The 
substitution  of  ammonia  and  carbonate  of  potash  for  the, more 
expensive  yellow  prussiate  of  potash  as  raw  materials  for 
cyanide  manufacture  render  it  possible  for  gasworks  to 
pursue  this  branch  of  industry  with  success,  and  the  time 
seems  near  at  hand  when  the  preparation  of  cyanide  of 
potassium  will  be  still  further  cheapened  by  the  use  of 
calcium  carbide  as  the  raw  material.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  for 
the  sake  of  the  manufacturers,  that  there  will  then  still  be 
a  fair  margin  of  profit  left  in  the  industry,  for  even  at 
present  the  price  of  the  drug  is  lower  than  it  has  ever  been. 


WANTED,  AN  INTERNATIONAL  BILL, 

The  Metric  Weights  Bill  has  had  a  little  set  hack  in  the 
United  States  House  of  Representatives,  has,  in  fact,  being 
recommitted,  which  in  most  cases  is  a  euphonious  way  of 
saying  that  the  Bill  is  to  be  shelved  for  the  session.  It  seems, 
however,  that  public  opinion  is  in  favour  of  it,  and  that  the 
compulsory  adoption  of  the  metric  system  is_  only  a  question 
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of  time.  One  of  the  arguments  in  favour  of  it  is  that  the 
greater  part  of  import  and  export  trade  is  done  with 
metric  countries ;  but  this  is  not  quite  correct,  for  the 
metric-country  trade  amounted  in  1894-5  to  about  621£ 
million  dollars,  while  with  countries  where  the  system  is  not 
compulsory  the  trade  amounted  to  623  million  dollars.  It 
may  be  added  that  the  United  States  business  with  the 
United  Kingdom  is  valued  at  over  546  million  dollars,  or  as 
much  as  any  six  other  European  countries.  We  buy  from 
the  States  over  387  million  dollars'  worth  a  year.  Germany 
buys  92,  France  45,  the  Netherlands  31,  and  Belgium  25 
millions'  worth  from  the  United  States.  The  United  King- 
dom and  the  United  States  at  least  may  continue  to  ignore 
the  metric  system  as  far  as  the  trade  between  themselves 
goes.  In  any  case  the  two  countries  must  move  together  in 
this  matter.  If  tbe  United  States  adopts  the  system  before 
we  do,  she  will  still  have  to  put  up  the  387  million  dollars 
worth  of  goods  which  we  buy  from  her  by  the  pound,  the 
yard,  and  the  gallon. 

A  FLOWER-SEED  WINDOW. 
Annexed  is  a  sketch  of  a  garden  which  some  time  since 
occupied  the  window  of  Mr.  William  Aspinall's  chemist's 
shop  at  Ashton-in-Makerfield,  Lancashire.  The  idea  may 
be  commended  to  chemists  who  make  a  trade  in  garden 
and  flower  seeds;  not  at  all  a  bad  trade  either.  Mr. 
Aspinall  says  the  window  proved  a  great  attraction.   It  was 


divided  into  four  plots,  on  which  various  kinds  of  flower- 
seeds  had  been  sown,  and  in  tbe  centre  was  a  lawn  on  which 
a  notice  appeared  requesting  the  public  to  keep  off  the 
grass.  The  window  was  backed  with  a  row  of  flower-pots, 
in  which  flowers  were  growing  from  feeds,  and  an  announce- 
ment below  the  flower-pot  shelf  indicated  the  purpose  of  the 
display. 

DISCOVERY  OF  ANESTHESIA. 
Kecently  a  good  deal  has  been  written  in  the  United  States 
regarding  the  priority  of  the  discovery  of  anesthesia,  but  we 
have  not  noticed  any  of  the  writers  mention  that  as  far  back 
as  1853  the  United  States  Congress  fully  inquired  into  the 
matter,  with  a  special  reference  to  the  claims  of  William  T. 
G.  Morton,  Horace  Wells,  and  Charles  T.  Jackson  to  priority 
in  the  matter.  The  Committee  of  the  United  States  Senate 
at  that  time  drew  up  a  lengthy  report,  which  is  interesting 
reading,  and  finally  awarded  $100,000  to  Dr.  Morton  for 
introducing  ether- anesthesia.  It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into 
the  matter  fully  at  present,  bat  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  Committee  was  very  largely  influenced  in  the  decision 
by  the  history  of  anesthetic  agents  published  by  "  Dr.  J. 
Y.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh."  From  this  history  the  Committee 
quoted  largely,  showing  that  anodyne  anesthetics  vrere 
known  to  the  ancients,  and  that  anesthesia  had  been 
practised  from  the  time  of  Christ,  while  inhalation  by  gases 
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to  produce  insensibility  had  been  practised  in  London  as  far 
back  as  September  23,  1829,  by  Mr.  Hickman,  a  surgeoni 
while  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  was  familiar  with  the  properties 
of  nitrous  oxide  at  the  beginning  of  the  century.  The  Com- 
mittee concluded  that  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Wells  did  not 
advance  the  discovery  of  anesthesia.  We  note  with  interest 
that  Dr.  Wells  appears  to  have,  in  practice,  connected  mes- 
merism with  nitrous  oxide,  making  out  of  the  elements  of 
both  the  principal  means  by  which  he  brought  about  success. 
The  Congress  Committee  heard  many  witnesses,  and  had 
submitted  to  them  a  memorial  of  the  physicians  and  sur- 
geons of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  at  Boston,  in 
support  of  Dr.  Morton's  claim  for  the  discovery  of  etherisa- 
tion. Amongst  the  signatories  to  that  petition  we  observe 
the  names  of  H.  J.  Bigelow,  M  D.,  and  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D., 
both  of  Harvard  University,  O.  W.  Holmes,  M.D.,  then  pro- 
fessor of  anatomy  at  the  University,  and  Walter  Channing,  a 
noted  accoucheur.  This  memorial  is  dated  November  22, 
1852.    We  get  these  particulars  from  a  State  paper. 

THE  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY  IN  GERMANY. 
The  British  Consul  at  Mannheim  does  not  draw  a  very 
bright  picture  of  the  condition  of  the  chemical  industry  in 
his  district,  which  possesses  some  of  the  biggest  chemical 
factories  in  Germany.  "  The  chief  feature  of  the  industry 
in  1895,"  he  says,  "  has  been  the  continued  fall  in  prices 
almost  along  the  line.  The  break-up  of  the  South  German 
Sulphuric-acid  Convention  caused  a  heavy  decline  in  price. 
Sharp  competition  set  in  among  the  manufacturers.  The 
unfortunate  condition  of  agriculture  in  general  prevented 
the  artificial-manure  makers  from  doing  a  prosperous  trade. 
One  factory  began  making  superphosphates  simply  in  order 
to  turn  its  make  of  sulphuric  acid  to  account.  Trade  with 
Spain,  that  U6ed  to  comprise  chiefly  magnesia  and  hyposul- 
phite of  soda,  has  ceased  almost  entirely.  In  Germany  the 
chemical  industry  is  being  overdone  and  overrun.  Many 
new  factoiies  are  being  opened  without  there  being  any  field 
for  their  production,  and  consequently  prices  of  many  articles 
are  ruinously  low.  A  number  of  newly-invented  pharma- 
ceutical products  have  been  put  on  the  market  during  the 
year,  but  it  is  complained  that  most  are  introduced  before 
being  properly  tried.  The  quinine-factory  at  the  Waldhof 
reports  a  satisfactory  year,  with  extended  connections  and 
increased  business  at  home  and  abroad,  but,  owing  to  the 
Customs  war  between  Germany  and  Spain,  business  with  the 
last-named  country  has  fallen  off  greatly.  This  was  the 
more  felt  since  the  consumption  of  quinine,  owing  to  the 
war  in  Cuba,  has  greatly  increased,  and  was  covered  by  the 
French  factories.  The  sale  of  alcoholic  preparations  was 
considerably  affected  by  the  changes  in  the  Excise  impost, 
and  export-prices  for  such  products  were  purely  speculative, 
manufacturers  being  quite  uncertain  whether  drawback  to 
the  full  amount  would  be  allowed.  The  new  tax  is  said  to 
require  a  revision  of  the  import-duties  on  alcoholic  prepara- 
tions, since,  as  things  are,  both  foreign  countries  and  the 
chemical  factories  in  the  free-port  district  of  Hamburg  can 
manufacture  such  products  cheaper  than  Germany  itself. 
Other  countries  are,  therefore,  in  the  position  of  being  able 
to  beat  Germany  abroad  and  to  compete  with  in  its  home 
market."  The  report  may  be  coloured  somewhat  too  darkly, 
but  it  tends  to  show  how  exaggerated  is  the  belief  that  the 
chemical  industry  of  Germany  is  made  up  of  factories  earn- 
ing 25  per  cent,  dividends,  and  it  also  confirms,  what  is 
generally  known  to  those  behind  the  scenes,  that  much  of 
the  export-trade  of  the  country  is  done  without  any  profit 
whatever,  or  even  at  a  loss,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  over- 
production. 


"  X  Kays  "  has  been  registered  as  a  trade-mark  in  the 
United  States  for  a  stomachache  preparation  ;  also  for  a 
laundry  soap ! 
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•Reviews  anfc>  Xlterars  IRotea, 


A  Practical  Treatise  on  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
By  John  V.  Shoemaker,  M.D.  Philadelphia:  The  F.  A. 
Davis  Company.  London  :  The  F.  J.  Rebman  Company 
(Limited).    3rd  edit.    Royal  8vo.    Pp.  x  +  1103.  $5. 

Br.  Shoemaker  is  the  Lauder  Brunton  of  the  United 
States,  and  his  book  is  not  unlike  the  latter's  well  known 
work  "  Pharmacology,  Therapeutics,  snd  Materia  Medica," 
but  it  has  characteristics  entirely  its  own.  It  is  essentially 
a  prescriber's  book.  In  the  first  part,  extending  to  78  pages, 
is  given  a  general  description  of  pharmaceutical  preparations, 
with  hints  on  prescription-writing  and  so  forth.  The 
second  part,  comprising  767  pages,  deals  alphabetically  with 
recognised  medicines — viz,  the  preparatiors — and  gives 
exceedingly  able  accounts  of  their  uses,  the  therapeutic 
information  being  supplemented  by  many  hundreds  of  pre- 
scriptions drawn  from  American  and  European  practice. 
In  the  third  part,  such  remedial  agents  as  electricity,  cold 
and  hot  water,  change  of  climate — in  fact,  everything  which 
is  not  medicinal,  but  which  has  been  proved  of  value  in  the 
cure  of  disease,  is  dealt  with.  The  book  is  completed  by  a 
useful  formulary,  and  general  and  clirucal  indices.  New 
remedies  receive  ample  treatment.  Although  the  prepara- 
tions mentioned  in  the  bock  are  those  of  the  U.S. P.,  the 
general  information  is  quite  cosmopolitan.  It  is  a  book 
which  we  can  commend  to  prescribers. 

A  Manual  of  Pharmacology  and  Therapeutics.  By  Wm. 
Murrell,  M.D.  London:  Bailliere,  Tindall& Co.  Crown 
8vo.    Pp.  657.    10*.  6d. 

This  is  a  students'  manual,  and  they  are  sure  to  like  it — 
that  is,  medical  students.  It  is  the  raciest  thicig  in  the  way 
of  text-books  which  we  have  read  for  a  long  time,  the 
reason  for  that  being  that  it  is  an  abstract  of  the  author's 
course  of  lectures  on  the  subject ;  and,  as  he  rivets  the 
attention  of  his  students  by  amusing  them,  the  effect, 
when  expressed  in  black  atd  white,  is  a  little  startling. 
Thus,  the  physiological  effects  of  alcohol  are  described  in 
a  description  of  a  diner-out  from  the  moment  he  sits  down 
at  the  table  to  his  disappearance  in  a  hansom  at  the  corner 
of  Piccadilly ;  the  effects  of  opium  are  told  by  extracts 
from  De  Quincey  ;  Plato  supplier,  in  the  account  of  Socrates' 
death,  a  description  of  tee  effects  of  conium ;  and  these 
lines  help  the  young  medicoes  to  remember  the  principal 
effect  of  ipecacuanha : — ■ 

Walking  in  a  shady  grove 

"With  my  Juliana, 
Lozenges  I  gave  my  lovf, 

Ipecacuanha. 

From  a  box  the  imprudent  maid 

A  score  or  two  did  pick, 
Then,  sighing  tenderly,  she  said, 

"  My  Damon,  I  am  sick  I " 

There  are  hundreds  of  ridiculously  humorous  passages  in 
the  book  which  we  have  laughed  at,  and  yet  Dr.  Murrell 
manages  to  push  home  facts  and  information  with  his  wit. 
He  violates  all  tradition  by  the  arrangement  of  his  matter; 
by  introducing  remedies  which  are  not  pharmacopceial,  and 
excluding  dozens  which  are.  He  shocks  the  proprieties  by 
dismissing  reputable  medicines  in  a  scant  page,  and  cracking 
up  minor  ones  which  he  has  found  to  be  thoroughly  good. 
He  shows  now  and  then  strict  practical  acquaintance 
with  pharmaceutical  processes,  and  startles  us  with 
superior  ignorance  of  chemical  facts  —  in  short,  the 
manual  is  an  amusing,  clever,  instructive,  and  most  unequal 
book,  which  deserves  to  be,  and  will  be,  a  favourite 
medical  text  -  book.  We  may  add  that  the  author 
has  introduced  a  sufficiency  of  literal  and  other  errors  as  a 
set-off  to  his  jokes,  but  we  do  not  suppose  that  medical 
students  will  trouble  themselves  about  them  (the  errors)  ;  nor 
shall  we,  if  Dr.  Murrell  will  only  promise  to  remove  them 
before  he  prints  another  edition.  The  book  is  rich  in  pre- 
scriptions, menus,  railway  fares,  and  anecdotes  about  tb.8 
effects  of  drugs  and  vagaries  in  the  quality  of  medicines. 


A  Manual  of  Botany.  By  J.  Reynolds  Green,  Sc.D., 
F.RS.  Vol.  II. :  Classification  and  Physiology.  London: 
J.  &  A.  Churchill.    Crown  8vo.    Pp.  xi  +  541.    10s.  6d. 

This  volume  completes  the  sixth  edition  of  Bentley's 
"  Botany."  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  first  volume 
dealt  with  "Morphology  and  Anatomy."  Fully  400  pages 
of  the  present  volume  are  devoted  to  c'assification,  and  with 
the  exception  of  the  introductory  chapters  under  this 
heading,  which  have  been  recast  and  brought  into  line  with 
the  more  recent  views,  the  information  is  practically  the 
same  as  in  the  fifth  edition  of  Bentley — in  fact,  they  are 
Bentley's  pages  revised.  We  regret  that  Professor  Green 
has  completely  eliminated  the  paragraphs  cn  medicinal  and 
other  economic  plants  which  followed  the  "  Properties  and 
Uses "  of  the  members  of  particular  r  a»ural  orders.  The 
information  has  been  for  many  years  of  the  greatest  use  to 
pharmacists,  and  although  it  may  be  better  out  of  a 
student's  manual,  we  trust  that  it  has  not  been  entirely 
sacrificed,  but  that  it  will  be  brought  together  as  a  small 
volume  by  itself.  The  second  part  of  the  present  volume — 
Book  IV,,  on  the  phjsiology  of  plants — is  a  masterly  ex- 
position of  this  most  interesting  department  of  botanical 
study.  Already  throughout  both  volumes  the  author  has 
brought  the  student  into  touch  with  views  that  were  once 
considered  "  new,"  and  in  Book  IV.  v>e  have  that  newness 
exemplified  to  the  full,  for  the  writer  has  got  rid  of  those 
old  views  with  their  patches  of  new  ideas  which  made  the 
"  physiology  "  of  the  old  editions  of  Bentley  so  unsatisfac- 
tory. It  stead  of  loading  his  chapters  with  a  mass  of  detail 
to  confuse  the  student,  Professor  Green  gives  a  readable 
account  of  the  more  important  processes  of  plant-life  in  the 
following  chapters : — 

The  relation  of  water  to  the  protoplasm  of  the  cell. 
The  transport  of  water  in  the  plant. 
The  skeleton  of  the  plant. 

The  transpiration  current. — Root-pressure. — Transpiration. 
The  food  of  plants. 

The  absorption  of  f ood-m  iterials  by  a  green  plant. 

The  chloroplastids  and  their  function. 

Reserve  materials  and  their  deposition. 

Digestion  of  reserve  materials. 

The  catabolic  processes 

Growth. 

Influence  of  the  environment  of  plants. 

The  relation  of  the  plant  to  its  environme  jt. — Irritability. 

Special  sensitiveness  and  its  results. 

The  nervous  mechanism  of  p'ants. 

Automatism.— Rhythm. 

Reproduction. 

The  style  alopted  throughout  these  chapters  i3  the  narra- 
tive, so  that  the  most  intricate  plant  phenomena  are  made 
as  understandable  as  are  the  absorption  of  water  and  the 
process  of  osmosis.  Together  the  two  volumes  form  the 
best  available  text- book  for  pharmaceutical  students,  and 
there  is  almost  room  for  another  from  the  same  writer 
dealing  with  practical — i.e  ,  laboratory — botany. 

Single-salt  Analysis.  By  B.  P.  Lascelles,  M  A.,  Assistant 
Master  in  Harrow  School.  London  :  Swan,  Socnenschein 
&  Co.  (Limited). 

This  consists  of  fourteen  cards  bound  together  with 
calico.  Dry  and  wet  reactions  ate  described  adequately  and 
well  on  the  whole,  and  under  efficient  instruction  by  a 
teacher  the  cards  may  be  used  with  safety. 


"  Burning  a  Hole  through  the  Abdominal  Wall." — 
Joseph  Alfred  Davis,  a  "  cancer  specialist,"  has  been  con- 
victed at  the  Criminal  Court,  Melbourne,  before  Mr.  J ustice 
Hood,  for  causing  the  deaths  of  two  persons  who  bad  gone 
to  him  for  treatment  of  internal  cancer.  Davis  had  burned 
a  hole  through  the  abdominal  wall  of  each  of  his  patients  in 
order  to  apply  an  ointment  containing  corrosive  sublimate. 
The  ointment  is  often  applied  for  external  cancer,  but  was,  of 
course,  quite  unsuitable  for  internal  use.  Davis  was  let  off 
lightly  with  six  months'  imprisonment  on  each  charge,  the 
sentences  to  be  concurrent.  About  a  dczen  women  attended 
the  court  to  express  their  sympathy  for  the  accused. 
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Business  Cbanaes* 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new  businesses,  art 
insertedin  this  section,  free  of  charge,  if  properly  authenticated. 


Me.  William  Paine  has  disposed  oE  his  business  at  West- 
bnry-on-Trym,  to  Mr.  Frederick  Barry. 

Me,  A.  Bush  has  purchased  the  chemist's  business  of  C.  W. 
Bobby  at  49  High  Street,  Margate. 

Ideis  &  Co-  (Limited)  have  recently  acquired  and 
absorbed  the  business  of  Messrs.  Meyer  &  Sod,  Cierkenwell. 

MB.  H.  Squiee,  189  High  8treet,  Deptford,  SB.,  has 
opened  a  chemisi's  business  at  87  Union  Road,  Rotherhithe, 
S.E. 

Messes.  Babnett  &  Fostee  have  taken  over  Galloway's 
works  at  Bolton,  and  will  continue  that  business  under  its 
old  name. 

Messes.  Poetway  &  Co.,  225  Jamaica  Road,  Bermondsey, 
S  E  ,  have  purchased  the  chemist's  business  at  16  Lower 
Road,  Rotherhithe,  S.E. 

Me.  Walkbb  H.  Pugh,  late  of  Citford  and  Old  Kent 
Road,  S.E.,  has  opened  a  chemist's  business  at  2  Lombard 
Terrace,  Woolwich  Road,  Charlton,  S.E. 

Mb.  A.  E.  Hobbs  (from  Messrs.  J.  Bell  &  Co  ,  London), 
late  of  Bournemouth,  has  taken  over  the  business  of  Mr.  j. 
Williams,  33  Mount  Pleasant,  Tunbridge  Wells. 

Messes.  Wing,  Aplin  &  Co,,  chemists  and  druggists,  are 
having  new  business  premises  erected  for  them  at  Chisle- 
hurst  West,  opposite  their  present  pharmacy. 

Messes  Geo.  Mason  &  Co.  (Limited),  manufacturers  of 
specialities  for  invalids,  have  removed  thtir  registered 
cffice  from  King's  Road,  Chelsea,  to  Chelsea  Works,  Walham 
Green,  S.W. 

Messes.  Pieecb  Tulley  &  Co.  (late  the  General  Apothe- 
caries'Company),  of  16  Bishop'grate  Within,  have  ju9t  opened 
a  branch  pharmacy  at  36  and  37  Great  St.  Helens,  under  the 
managership  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Taylor  (of  continental  and  con- 
siderable London  experience  ) 

Mb  Elias  Hamilton  Habey,  of  Cwm,  Landore, 
Swansea,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  assistant  to 
Mr.  Lawrence,  of  New  Wandsworth,  has  recently  taken  the 
pharmacy  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Coatsworth  &  Co ,  37  Old 
Town,  Clapham,  which  for  some  time  has  been  carried  on 
by  Mr.  William  Howard  Crosland,  chemist  and  druggist,  who 
has  gone  to  South  Africa  to  open  a  pharmaceutical  depart- 
ment at  his  brother's  store  in  Johannesburg. 

Mb  W.  G.  Blagden,  of  4  Fenchurch  Avenue,  E  C ,  is 
about  to  give  up  his  business  as  a  chemical  merchant,  and 
will,  from  the  beginning  of  next  month,  enter  into  the 
exclusive  service  of  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company 
(Limited),  with  whom  he  has  already  been  connected  as 
selling-agent  for  chemical  products,  &c,  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Blagden's  chemical  business  will  be  transferred  to  his 
son,  and  present  partner,  Mr.  Victor  Blagden,  who  is  about 
to  commence  business  as  a  chemical  merchant  at  50  and  51 
Lime  Street,  E  C  ,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Walter  Waugh. 
The  last-named  gentleman  has  also  been  connected  with  the 
present  firm  of  W.  G.  Blagden  for  many  jears. 


personalities. 


Mb.  F.  R  Squib e  has  returned  from  San  Remo  for  the 
summer,  and  is  making  a  business  journey  through  England 
and  Ireland  on  behalf  of  Laurent- Perrier's  champagnes. 

Mb.  Thomas  W.  Cuetis  chemist,  of  Holbeach,  Lincoln- 
shire, has  been  returned  second  in  an  exceptionally  large  poll 
in  the  first  contested  School  Board  held  in  that  town  for 
the  past  twelve  y  ears. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Ernest  Saville  Peck,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Cambridge,  appears  in  the  pass  list  for  the  Cam- 


bridge B.A.,  in  Class  1.  Mr.  Peck  has  studied  for  and  taken 
this  degree  while  engaged  in  regular  business  in  the  town. 

Mb.  A.  H.  Mathews,  who,  with  his  father  and  his  brother, 
owns  the  pharmaceutical  business  of  Heynes,  Mathews  & 
Co.,  Adderley  Street,  Capetown,  is  now  in  London.  This 
is  Mr.  Mathews's  first  visit  to  the  mother  country. 

Me.  Hudson  E.  Keaeley,  M.P.  (Keailey  &  ToDge, 
Limited),  has  been  elected  as  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Society  of  Public  Analysts  in  recognition  of  his  services  to  the 
Society  in  his  capacity  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Food  Products  Adulteration. 


A  PARODY  ON  "TOMMY  ATKINS." 

Fob  they  take  him  from  the  college  to  the  crib, 
And  try  him  for  a  month,  and  tnen  he's  bound ; 

They  always  like  a  premium  jolly  big 

To  teach  him  how  to  dust  the  bottles  round. 

There  never  was  a  cleaner  kid  before, 

But  now  he's  covered  up  with  oil  and  paint ; 

Those  indentures  he  has  signed,  and  he  knows  that  him 
they  bind 

To  serve  a  long  four  years  without  complaint. 

Chorus. 

Oh,  Druggy  Druggy  Harry,  what  a  silly  fellow  you, 
What  a  mug  to  join  the  drug -trade  when  there's  better  things 
to  do. 

May  you  safely  pass  your  Minor  and  get  through  your  Major 
too  ; 

Oh,  Druggy  Druggy  Harry,  here's  the  best  of  luck  to  you  1 

He  always  gets  the  dirty  work  at  first, 

Till  a  new  apprentice  comes  upon  the  scene  ; 

Then  he's' jolly  glad  to  leave  the  job  he's  cursed 
To  join  a  higher  grade  of  work  that's  clean. 

At  first  he  likes  the  change  a  little  bit, 
But  soon  falls  back  into  his  usual  groove ; 

All  the  time  he  is  repenting  that  the  trade  he  ever 
went  in : 

Will  he  ever  pass  his  Minor  ?  Time  will  prove. 

(Chorus.) 

They  teach  him  how  to  mix  and  make  the  pills, 
Not  minding  if  be  doesn't  round  'em  well ; 

So  long  as  they  will  cure  the  people's  ills 
It's  all  the  same  to  them,  they're  sure  to  sell. 

They  always  have  their  special  little  line, 
And  tell  many  hundred  lies  to  gain  a  sale ; 

They  teach  him  lots  of  rushing,  but  oE  course  they  call 
it  pushing, 

And  to  get  a  decent  profit  seldom  fail. 

(  Chorus.) 

To  be  a  good  disp-nser  is  his  aim, 

A  prescriber  at-d  a  counterman  as  well ; 

If  he  knows  photography  he's  not  to  blame, 
For  photographic  goods  most  chemists  sell. 

To  pass  his  Minor  is  his  next  great  move, 

And  he  goes  to  Muter's,  Wills's,  or  the  "  Square  "  ; 

For  hard  study  he  is  burning  and  to  pass  his  Minor 
yearning, 

May  he  never  have  a  failure  to  bear  ! 

(Chorus.) 

306  Kennington  Park  Raad,  S.E.  C.  H.  Atlay. 


Sunday  Outings. — The  Committee  of  the  Chemists'  Club 
have  arranged  for  a  series  of  Sunday  outings.  The  first  will 
take  place  on  Sunday,  June  21,  to  Windsor.  The  party  will 
leave  Waterloo  Station  10  25  a.m.,  and  dine  at  the  Star  and 
Garter  Hotel  at  1  p.m.  Particulars  will  be  supplied  on  appli- 
cation to  the  club,  2  Farringdon  Avenue,  E.C. 
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{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  June  3,  1896.) 

"  Walnotine  " ;  for  photographic  developers  and  similar 
chemical  substances  used  in  photography.  By  W.  J. 
Mackenzie,  917  Garscube  Road,  Glasgow,  merchant. 
194,627. 

"  Abalegen  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  used  for  agricultural 
purposes,  &c.  By  the  Sharon  Chemical  Company 
(Limited),  Little  Chester,  Derby.  193,997. 

"Bieto";  "Cboto";  for  chemical  substances  used  for 
agricultural,  veterinary,  sanitary  purposes,  &c.  By 
Greenway  Brothers,  Bilston,  manufacturers.  194,006. 

"  Okol  " ;  for  all  goods  included  in  Class  2.  By  the  Sanitas 
Company  (Limited),  Letchford's  Buildings,  Three  Colts 
Lane,  Bethnal  Green,  London.  194,594. 

"  Bo  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  in  Class  2.  By  the  British 
Electrozone  Corporation  (Limited),  1  Northumberland 
Avenue,  London,  W.C.  194,665. 

"  Clebisene  "  ;  for  a  medicated  lotion  for  the  skin.  By 
W.  P.  Eldrid,  34  Grafton  Road,  Acton,  London,  W., 
chartered  accountant.  194,225. 

*'  Oko  " ;  for  chemical  substances  prepared  for  use  in  medicine 
and  pharmacy.  By  T.  Hawkes,  Post  Office,  Rajne, 
Essex,  grocer.  194,481. 

"Lyncemia";  for  an  ointment  for  human  use.  By  John 
Wiltcher,  3  Chepstow  Place,  Bayswater,  London,  manu- 
facturer. 194,770. 

"  St.  Paul's  Bband  "  and  device  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  on 
label ;  for  soothing-teats.  By  F.  Newbery  &  Sons,  1  and  3 
King  Edward  Street,  London,  E.C.  The  essential  par- 
ticular is  the  device  of  St.  Paul's. 

Facsimile  signature  of  applicant ;  for  aerated  waters.  By 
Joseph  Ross,  Redheugh  Works,  Maxwelltown,  Kircud- 
brightshire  ;  aerated- water  manufacturer.  194,707. 

"Ctclecea";  for  perfumery,  toilet  articles,  and  prepara- 
tions for  the  teeth  and  hair,  By  H.  D.  Brandreth,  22 
Hamilton  Square,  Birkenhead.  193,491, 

"  Big  Tbee  "  brand  and  device  of  tree  ;  for  chemical  sub- 
stances prepared  for  use  in  medicine  and  pharmacy, 
also  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.  By  Grierson,  Old- 
ham &  Co.  (Limited),  11  Regent  Street,  Pall  Mall,  S.W., 
wine  merchants.  194,760-2. 


Bankruptcy  IReporte. 


Be  Meyeb,  Spaull  &  Schlengeman,  37  Great  Tower 
Street,  E  C,  and  Melbourne,  Chemical-merchants,  &c. 

The  public  examination  of  these  debtors  was  down  for 
hearing  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  last  Tuesday.  The 
case  was  reported  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  last 
April.  The  partnership  business  was  started  in  1891,  and 
lasted  for  four  years,  Mr.  Meyer  then  retiring  from  the  firm. 
The  business  was  subsequently  continued  by  Messrs.  Spaull 
&  Schlengeman  until  the  present  proceedings  were  instituted. 
In  addition  to  trading  as  chemical  and  Australian  merchants, 
the  firm  for  some  months  traded  as  lubricating-oil  manufac- 
turers under  the  style  of  the  Industrial  Oil  Company,  and  as 
manufacturers  of  a  patent  soap  under  the  style  of  the 
Industrial  Oil  Soap  Company. 

Mr.  Hough,  Official  Receiver,  reporting  that  he  required 
further  time  for  investigation  purposes  and  to  enable  Mr. 
Schlengeman's  separate  accounts  to  be  filed,  Mr.  Registrar 
Brougham  adjourned  the  hearing  until  June  26. 

Me  Joseph  Hall,  170  Amesbury  Avenue,  Streatham  Hill, 
S.W.,  lately  carrying  on  business  as  Chemist  and  Druggist 
at  14  Market  Square,  Wellington,  Shropshire. 
At  a  meeting  of  creditors  in  this  failure,  held  at  the  office 
of  the  Official  Receiver,  Shrewsbury,  on  June  3,  a  statement 
of  affairs  was  submitted  showing  liabilities,  1,6182.  17s  Id. ; 
assets,  4422.  17s.  6d. ;  deficiency,  1,1752.  19s.  Id.    The  alleged 
causes  of  failure  are  "  loss  on  trading  during  the  last  six  years 


owiDg  to  competition."  The  Official  Receiver  states  : — "  The 
debtor  is  a  chemist,  and  an  associate  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  For  fifteen  years  up  to  March  last  he  carried  on 
business  at  14  Market  Square,  Wellington,  having  commenced 
business  with  a  capital  of  200Z.  The  debtor  states  that  the 
business  was  formerly  a  profitable  one,  and  yielded  an  income 
of  about  3002.  per  annum,  but  that  since  1890  the  profits  have 
fallen  off  owing  to  competition  by  limited  companies,  who 
sold  goods  at  lower  prices  than  he  was  able  to  sell  at,  and  in 
order  to  continue  trade  he  has  during  the  last  five  years  bad 
to  borrow  money  from  money-lenders  at  heavy  interest.  The 
debtor  sold  his  business  on  March  16  last  for  6002.  to  James 
Bates  (Limited)  of  Wellington.  After  paying  for  rent,  rates, 
and  certain  trade  creditors  a  balance  of  2702.  was  paid  to  Mr. 
P.  Mason  as  trustee,  under  a  deed  of  assignment  executed 
by  the  debtor  on  March  28,  1896.  The  receiving  order  has 
been  made  on  the  petition  of  a  money-lender,  who  was  dis- 
satisfied with  the  proposed  private  arrangement,  in  respect  of 
a  claim  of  3602.  for  principal  and  interest.  In  March,  1895, 
the  debtor  obtained  an  advance  of  1002.  from  the  British 
Equitable  Assurance  Society  on  his  life-policy  for  1,0002. 
After  sellirjg  his  business  the  debtor  went  to  live  with  a 
relative  at  Streatham,  where  he  now  resides.  The  debtor 
states  that  he  was  aware  of  his  insolvency  six  years  ago,  and 
has  continued  to  carry  on  business  in  the  hope  of  improve- 
ment in  trade.  The  debts  appearing  in  the  statement  are 
made  up  as  follows : — Claims  by  money-lenders,  410Z. ;  other 
cash  loans,  6112.  Is.  8d. ;  trade,  household,  and  sundry 
accounts,  5922.  2s.  Id. ;  total,  1,6132.  4s.  3d.  The  following 
is  the  deficiency  account  filed  by  the  debtor : — Net  profit 
arising  from  carrying  on  business  from  May  13, 1895,  to  date 
of  receiving  order,  after  deducting  usual  trade  expenses, 
estimated  2502. ;  deficiency  as  per  statement  of  affairs, 
1,1752  19s.  Id. ;  total,  1,4252  19s.  Id.  Excess  of  liabilities 
over  assets  on  May  13,  1895,  estimated  9852. 19s.  Id. ;  ex- 
penses incurred  since  May  13,  1895,  other  than  usual  trade 
expenses — viz.,  household  expenses  of  self  and  wife  and  seven 
children,  2002. ;  rents,  taxes,  &c,  1002. ;  interest  on  borrowed 
money,  1002  ;  law  charges,  402. ;  total,  1,4252  19s.  Id."  At  the 
meeting  a  resolution  was  passed  for  adjudication  in  bank- 
ruptcy, with  Mr.  G.  White,  chartered  accountant,  Old  Jewry 
Chambers,  E  C,  as  trustee,  and  a  committee  of  inspection. 


<5a3ette* 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1888  AND  1890. 

Adjudications. 

Hall,  Joseph,  Amesbury  Avenue,  Streatham  Hill,  Brixton,  S.W.,  '  a 

Wellington,  Salop,  chemist. 
Vaughan,  Richard,  late  Leeds,  Southport,  and  Mark  Lane,  E.O.,  dry 

Salter. 

Ordebs  Made  on  Application  fob  Discharge. 

Houldsworth,  Daniel,  Heckrnondwike,  dry-soap  manufacturer,  tradi 
with  John  William  Houldsworth  as  D.  Houldsworth  &  Son— discharge 
suspended  for  two  years,  ending  May  11,  1898. 

Berry,  John,  Westbourne  Road,  Barnsbury,  N.,  coal  merchant,  tailor, 
family  draper,  and  licensed  medicine  vendor — discharge  granted. 


2>eet>5  of  arrangement 


Miller,  Ernest  Arthur,  18  Dalby  Square,  Cliftonville,  Margate,  Licen- 
tiate of  Dental  Surgery.  Trustees,  Herbert  E.  Orook,  Margate,  M.D., 
and  another.  Dated,  May  26;  filed,  June  2.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
319/.  17s.  9d.  ■  estimated  net  assets,  317/.  8s.    The  following  are 


scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£  s.  d. 

Ash  &  Sous,  London               ,„    10  0  0 

Brown,  G.  P.,  Margate   21  0  0 

Crook,  Dr.,  Margate    82  0  0 

Eayner,  E.  H.,  London   17  0  0 

Rees,  Dr.  W.  J.,  Margate    40  0  0 

Soper,  F.,  London   10  0  0 

Warner,  Mrs.,  Margate            ..   60  0  0 

Whitehouse,  W.,  London    22  0  0 


Wakefield,  William,  78  North  Street,  Leeds,  Herbalist,  &c.  Dated, 
May  16  ;  filed,  May  22.  Liabilities  unsecured,  39?.  17s. ;  estimated  net 
assets,  15Z. 
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Grafce  IReports. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.C.,  June  11. 

THERE  is  no  appreciable  charjge  in  the  position  of  the 
markets  since  last  week.  In  heavy  chemicals  there  is 
a  fairly  steady  trade,  bat  mostly  at  unaltered  prices. 
Citiic  and  tartaric  acids  are  quiet,  and  cream  of  tartar 
shows  no  improvement.  Quinine  is  quiet,  although  the 
cinchona-auctions,  both  here  and  in  Amsterdam,  have  gone 
off  with'  fair  spirit.  Glycerine  is  tending  higher.  Quick- 
silver is '  firm.  Carbolic  acid  flat.  To-day's  drug-auctions 
were | rather  heavy,  and  a  moderate  proportion  of  the  goods 
were  sold  without  much  alteration  in  the  position  of 
articles.  Annatto-seed  rather  plentiful.  Curasao  and  Cape 
aloes',  firm.  Asafcetida  sold  cheaply.  Balsams  unchanged, 
but  firm.  Buchu-leaves  slightly  better.  Fine  Siam  and 
Sumatra  benzoin  easier.  Crude  camphor  is  lower,  and  so  is 
German  refined.  Calumba  very  firm.  Cubebs  sold  at 
lower  rates.  Cardamoms  somewhat  easier  for  fine, 
but  dearer  for  ordinary  kinds.  Colocynth  steady. 
Croton-seed  firmer.  Cuttle-fish  firmly  held.  Dragon's 
blood  dull  of  sale.  Gamboge  is  easier.  Gum  acacia 
rather  firmer  for  Soudan  sorts.  Honey  remains  cheap. 
Ipecacuanha  shows  no  change.  Jalap  is  slightly  firmer. 
Kola-nuts  neglected.  Gam  mastich  is  lower,  while  for  menthol 
more  money  is  asked.  Myrrh  and  musk  remain  neglected. 
Castor  oil  tending  firmer.  Orris  quiet.  Opium  dull. 
Essential  oils  without  material  change.  Pareira  brava  sold 
at  extremely  low  rates.  Patchouli- leaves  firm  Rhubarb 
and  senna  steady.  Sarsaparilla  dearer  for  all  kinds. 
Senega  remains  very  cheap.  Tonca  beans  lower.  Tamarinds 
dull  of  sale.  Vanilla  rather  easier.  Beeswax  almost  unchanged. 
Zanzibar  cloves  remain  dull,  with  an  easier  tendency  ; 
ordinary  2d.  per  lb.  Nutmegs  are  Id.  per  lb.  lower.  Mace  is 
flat.  Chillies  and  pimento  quiet.  Black  pepper  firm  ;  white 
steady.  Japan  ginger  is  fully  3s.  lower  at  19s.  per  cwt.  for 
good  plump  limed.  Cochin  is  also  easier,  ordinary  Jamaican 
firmer.  Canary- seed  remains  low  in  price.  Shellac  sold  at 
2s.  to  3s.  advance  for  second  orange  at  auction,  and  closes 
firm  with  a  better  tendency.  In  oils  there  have  been  few 
changes.  Linseed  oil  slow,  rape  oil  unchanged,  cottonseed 
easier  for  crude.  Russian  petroleum  is  lower  at  5d.  per 
gallon.  American  remains  unaltered.  Turpentine,  cocoanut 
oil,  palm  oil,  and  olive  oil  unaltered.  The  Bank  rate  is  still 
2  per  cent.    Bar-silver  a  fraction  lower,  at  31j^.  per  oz. 


The  Drug  Club  met  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  discussed 
the  proposed  revision  of  the  arbitration  clause  in  the  con- 
tract-form of  the  London  Produce  Brokers' 
The  Arbitra-   Association.    The  Club  passed  the  following 

tion  Question.  resolution._ 

Any  dispute  that  may  hereafter  arise  concerning  any  parcel  of  goods 
sold  either  at  public  auction  or  byprivate  contract,  shall  be  referred 
to  two  arbitrators  (who  must  be  members  of  either  the  trade  in- 
volved or  of  the  Produce  Brokers'  Association),  one  to  be  chosen  by 
each  party.  Such  arbitrators  to  appoint  an  umpire,  if  necessary. 

This  has  been  transmitted  by  the  President  (Mr.  R. 
Bankes  Barron)  to  the  President  of  the  Produce  Brokers' 
Association,  with  a  letter,  in  which  Mr.  Barron  states : — 

"  I  should  be  glad  to  learn  that  your  Association  will  give 
this  subject  its  best  consideration,  so  that  an  arbitration 
clause  may  be  devised  that  will  be  acceptable  to  all  parties. 
If  your  Association  would  prefer  that  a  small  deputation 
from  the  members  of  the  Club  should  wait  upon  the  commit- 
tee of  your  Association,  so  that  the  matter  may  be  discussed, 
I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  name  the  time  and  place  when 
such  a  deputation  may  have  the  opportunity  of  conferring 
with  you." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  conciliatory  attitude  assumed 


Formosa 
Camphor. 


at  t  he  recent  Chamber  of  Commerce  meeting  by  Mr.  Henry 
Price,  who  attended  as  a  prominent  member  of  the  Brokers' 
Association,  and  the  moderate  demand  of  the  wholesale 
druggists,  merchants,  and  manufacturers,  who  have  moved 
in  this  matter,  will  lead  to  a  satisfactory  sattlement  of  the 
question. 

A  despatch,  dated  March  31,  and  published  here  yester- 
day, from  the  British  consul  at  Tainan,  one  of  the  two 
camphor  shipping  ports  in  Formosa,  states  that 
the  future  of  the  camphor-trade  is  very  gloomy. 
Within  the  past  ten  years  the  total  annual 
exports  from  Formosa  have  increased  from  1,334  to  39,547 
piculs,  but  now  the  Japanese  Governor  of  Formosa  has 
issued  a  proclamation  relating  to  the  exploitation  of 
camphor-lands  ("  to  be  observed  by  all  natives  of 
Formosa  "),  of  which  the  following  are  the  principal  pro- 
visions : — All  lands  for  which  no  title-deeds  can  be  shown, 
as  well  as  mountains  or  forests,  are  Government  pro- 
perty. No  one,  except  those  who  hold  licences  from  the 
old  Chinese  Government,  is  allowed  to  cut  down  trees 
or  distil  camphor.  Those  who  hold  such  licences  must  sub- 
mit them  to  the  Japanese  authorities  for  verification,  and 
give  full  particulars  of  the  size  of  their  claims,  the  number 
of  trees,  the  location  and  number  of  the  stills,  the  number 
of  hands  employed,  the  maximum  and  minimum  daily  output 
of  camphor,  and  the  route  by  which  the  gum  is  brought  to 
the  port.  If  no  such  particulars  are  given,  or  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  licence  is  doubtful,  the  stills  may  be  confiscated 
and  the  licence  will  be  void.  This  proclamation  will  affect 
all  foreigners  trading  in  camphor,  inasmuch  as  the  distilla- 
tion can  only  be  carried  on  by  native  intermediaries.  The 
Times  telegrams  from  Singapore  complaining  of  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Japanese  with  the  industry,  which  we  quoted 
recently,  show  that  the  proclamation  is  being  rigorously 
enforced. 


The  Comptroller  of  the  Patent  Office  has  decided  the 
disclaimer  in  the  matter  of  the  saccharin-patent  in  favour 
of  Messrs.  R.  W.  Greeff  &  Co.,  Burgoyne, 

Questfonhar'n  Burbidges  &  Co-  and  the  other  opponents  of 
Wilson,  Salaman  &  Co.    It  is  thought  that 
Messrs.  Wilson,  Salaman  &  Co.  will  appeal  from  the 
decision. 


Our  Amsterdam  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday  after- 
noon :  The  auctions  of  Java  cinchona  held  here  to-day 
The  Amster-  comPrised  5,437  packages,  of  which  4,931  were 
dam  Cinchona  sold  at  an  average  unit  of  2  90c.  per  half  kilo., 
Sales-  an  improvement  of  0  05c.  on  the  May  auctions. 

The  principal  buyers  were  the  English  and  American  manu- 
facturers, who  bought  4,301  kilos,  sulphate  of  quinine  ;  the 
Auerbach  factory,  3,527  kilos. ;  Brunswick  factory,  2,893 
kilos. ;  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories,  4,758  kilos. ; 
Frankfort-on-Main  and  Stuttgart  factories,  3,571  kilos. ; 
and  various  buyers,  4,475  kilos.  The  range  of  prices  was  as 
follows  : — Manufacturing  barks  from  5  to  37^c.  ( =  Id.  to 
6-Jd.  per  lb.) ;  Druggists'  baik,  from  8  to  80  Jc.  ( =  1|<Z.  to 
Is.  2\d.  per  lb.). 


Our  Hamburg  correspondent  wires,  on  Thursday  after- 
Hamburg  noon,  that  Refined  camphor  closes  with  a  firmer 
Telegram.  tone,  at  2.55m.  per  kilo.  Jalap,  after  the  recent 
sales  at  low  prices,  is  improving.  There  is  no  alteration  in 
the  other  leading  articles. 


Our  Bergen  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday  af  ternoon : 
The  market  is  very  quiet  here,  at  180s.  per  barrel  f.o.b.  for 
Cod  liver  Oil  Dest  non- congealing  Lofoten  oil.  The  fishing 
Telegram.  js  now  practically  at  an  end,  the  total  yield  of 
fish  on  the  whole  Norwegian  coast  having  been  46,500,000, 
against  65,400,000  in  1895,  while  19,800  barrels  of  medicinal 
oil  have  been  made  this  year,  against  17,000  last  year.  . 


844 


THE   CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


June  13,  1896 


Our  New  York  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday  afternoon: 
Peppermint  oil  is  advancing  in  consequence  of  the  drought 
in  the  growing- districts.     Gum  chicle  lower 
CeMegram.  again  !  29c.  per  lb.  would  now  be  accsepted. 

There  have  been  heavy  sales  of  Newfourd'and 
Cod  liver  oil.  Medicinal  barks  and  leave3,  as  well  as  Opium 
and  Beeswax,  are  unaltered.  A  fair  export  trade  bac  been 
done  in  Spermaceti  at  30  j.  to  31c.  per  lb  Sarsaparillaoi&W 
varieties  is  advancing. 


The  Board  of  Trade  returns  for  Way,  which  have  been 
published  this  week,  show  that  during  that  month  the 
advance  in  value  of  our  foreign  business  has 
^Titflay  Trade  been  barelv  maintained  in  the  export  depart- 
ment, while  there  has  been  a  decline  in 
imports.  In  fact,  with  the  exception  of  living  animals, 
tobacco,  metals,  and  raw  materials  for  sundry  industries, 
there  has  been  a  decline  in  every  branch  of  our  imports. 
In  chemicals,  dyestuffs,  and  tanning- substances,  that  de- 
cline amounts  to  about  18  per  cent.  (461,2322.  in  May, 
1896 ;  552,2822.  in  Mav,  1895),  and  in  oils  to  almost  as  much 
(5814252.  in  May,  1896;  704.9542  in  May,  1895).  The 
total  value  of  our  foreign  imports  in  May  of  this  year  was 
33,349,9882  ;  in  May,  1895,  it  was  31,752  0832.  In  spite  of 
the  set-back  of  our  foreign  trade  in  the  past  month,  the 
total  values  for  the  year  are  still  largely  in  excess  of  those 
of  1895,  the  figures  beicg  : — 


Exports  of 
British  and 
Irish  Goods 

Be-exports 
of  Foreign 
Goods 

Total 
Imports 

January  1  to  May  31,  1896 
January  1  to  May  31,  1895 

£93.47?.fi69 
£88,317,416 

f25  269.813 
£24,965,581 

£181,303  730 
£l69,8i0,616 

£10,155,253 

£304,232 

£11,473,114 

The  value  of  British  exports  of  chemicals  and  chemical  and 
medicinal  preparations  in  May  was  707,8122,  against 
808,4102.  in  May,  1895— a  decline  of  neatly  12|  per  cent. 
The  exports  for  the  first  five  months  of  the  year,  however, 
still  show  an  increase  of  8J  per  cent.:  from  3  499,3802  in 
1895  to  3,769,888/  in  1896.  The  following  figures  relating 
to  the  imports  and  exports  of  foreign  and  colonial  produce 
duriDg  the  five  months  from  January  1  to  May  31  are  of 
interest : — 


Imports 

Exports 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Cinchona-bark  cwt. 

30.381 

19  943 

21,206 

26,182 

17.610 

11,284 

Cochineal   . .  cwt. 

2,029 

2,212 

1,050 

1,674 

1,466 

1,548 

Chemicals  (unenu- 

merated)  . .  £ 

640,088 

483,822 

556 

86,768 

90,327 

91,392 

Gum  acacia . .  cwt. 

22.292 

28,675 

47,962 

12,786 

13,691 

14,049 

Shellac  and  Sticklac 

cwt. 

58,744 

56,841 

83.238 

37.7C9 

35.899 

37,343 

Quicksilver..  lbs. 

2,824,406 

2,980,515 

3,370.1451,359.122 

1,311,5961,306,372 

Saltpetre    . .  cwt. 

119,233 

95,775 

160,226 

32,651 

16,451 

17,182 

Acids  —  Carbolic  is  extremely  flit.  Crystals  mav  be 
had  at  Id.  per  lb.  for  39°  to  40°  C.  and  at  6%d.  for  34°  to 
35°  C.  Crude  at  Is.  lid.  per  gallon  for  60  per  cent,  and 
2s.  3d.  per  gallon  for  75  per  cent.  Citric,  Is.  lfi.  to  Is.  2d. 
Tartaric,  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Aloes — The  Cape  variety  is  very  firm.  Only  15  cases 
were  shown  to-day,  and  of  these  10  sold  at  from  25s.  to 
25s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  good  bright  hard.  Curacao  aloes  in 
moderate  supply.  Of  195  packages,  133  sold,  at  35s.  for 
good  brown  livery,  imported  in  1890,  and  at  from  25s.  down 
to  lis.  6d.  for  good  dark  livery  to  capey  ;  and  drossy  quality, 
in  boxes,  is  held  for  35s.  per  cwt.,  a  bid  of  34s.  being  re- 
fused. Socotrine  aloes  steady.  Ten  kegs  good  treacly 
realised  80s.  per  cwt.  Ordinary  dark  to  common  was 
bought  in  at  from  30s.  to  15s. 


Annatto. — Good  blight  seed  is  now  in  vtry  large  supply,, 
but  difficult  of  sale.  About  60  packpges  East  Indian  were 
offered  to-day,  but  only  8  sold,  at  hd.  {.er  lb.  for  fine  bright, 
and  l'^d.  for  ordinary  damaged.  A  parcel  of  West  Indian 
annatto- paste,  imported  via  New  York,  was  also  offered. 
It  consisted  of  10  cases,  and  was  bought  in  at  2s.  per  lb. 

Absenic. — An  official  return  of  tbe  total  quantity  and 
valoe  of  the  '  minerals  raised  at  mines,  quarries,  and  brine- 
wells"  in  the  United  Kingdom  shows  that  in  1894  the  out- 
put of  arsenic  in  this  country  was  4  801  statute  tons,  valued 
at  48,6142.,  and  of  arsenical  pyrites  3,288  statute  tons,  valued: 
at  3,8232.  In  1893  the  figures  were  res pectively  5  976  tons 
(value  57,6942  )  and  3,036  tons  (value  2.9482 ).  No  figures  are 
given  concerning  the  output  in  1895.  Powdered  white 
arsenic  is  quoted  at  242. 

AsafcetidA  remains  neglected,  and  can  only  b?  sold  at  a 
sacrifice.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-sieht  packages  were 
offered  to-day,  and  126  of  these  fouud.  buyers,  mostly 
without  reserve,  at  from  30s.  for  fair  pinky  and  grey  mixed 
scf  t  blocky  down  to  21s.  per  cwt.  for  dark  stony. 

Balsams. — Tolu  firmly  held  ;  one  let  of  genuine  qualify 
was  bought  in  at  3s.  per  lb.,  another  at  2s.  per  lb.  Of 
Copaiba,  which  is  also  held  for  firmer  prices  so  far  a3  good 
varieties  are  concerned,  scarcely  anything  was  offered  to- 
day. The  supply  at  auction  consisted  only  of  two  casks,  of 
which  one,  bright  reddish,  was  bocght  in  at  2s.  per  lb.  Peru 
balsam  is  very  scarce  on  the  spot,  but  the  quotations  are  un- 
certain.   8s  Qd  to  9s.  3d  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Siam  was  in  small  supply,  only  two  cases 
out  of  the  six  offered  finding  buyers,  veiy  pile  medium  to 
bold  detached  almonds  at  342.  per  cwt..  which  shows  a 
decline  of  22.  10s  upon  the  price  paid  on  M  iy  14 ;  ordinary 
dull  grey  sandy  block  realised  52s  6d.  per  cwt.  Sumatra, 
benzoin  in  fair  supply,  158  cases  being  shown.  26  of  these 
sold  at  a  decline  of  about  5s.  per  cwt. ;  good  seconds,  pale 
almondy  ceLtres  fairly  well  packed,  72.  15s. ;  fair  white 
almondy  centres,  false  packed  top  and  bottom,  72.  5s. ; 
ordinary  grey  centres  with  few  almonds  and  very  red  borders, 
52.  10s  per  cwt.  The  finest  parcel  was  bought  in  at  82.  10s. 
per  cwt.  There  was  an  unusually  large  quantity  of  fine 
Palembang  betzoin  on  sale,  but  no  demand  was  shown,  only 
4  out  of  175  boxes  finding  buyers,  at  35s  to  37s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
for  good  quality. 

Buchu  tending  slightly  firmer.  Of  35  bales  shown  to- 
day, 24  sold  at  3d.  to  3^d.  per  lb.  for  round  greenish  leaves. 

Calamus  boot. — The  dry  season  points  to  a  large  crop  of 
root,  which  will  be  available  in  July  or  August ;  until  then, 
however,  prices  are  likely  to  remain  high  and  supplies  small. 

Calumba. — In  fair  request,  but  held  for  high  prices.  10* 
bags  were  shown  to-day,  of  which  40  sild  at  13s.  per  cwt. 
for  brownish  sorts.  For  good  bright  yellow  washed  from 
45s.  to  50s.  per  cwt.  is  asked. 

Camphoe  (Crude). — No  business  has  been  reported  this 
week,  but  sellers  are  pressing  Formosa  camphor  upon  the 
market  at  lower  rates.  Oa  Friday  last  they  were  asking 
89s.,  c.i.f.,  for  July-August  shipment ;  to-day  they  would  be 
prepared  to  take  85s.  if  they  could  get  it.  Telegrams  from 
Japan  received  to-day  announce  higher  prices  there,  in  con- 
sequence of  native  speculation  in  the  article,  125s.,  c.i.f.,  being 
quoted  for  July- August  shipment.  This  price  is  out  of  all 
proportion  to  that  at  which  Formosa  camphor  is  offering. 

Camphor  (Refined). — The  quotations  of  the  English 
refiners  remain  unchanged,  but  one  of  the  German  agents  is 
offering  bells  for  prompt  delivery  at  Is.  2^d.  per  lb.c.if., 
and  for  delivery  up  to  August  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb  ,  c.i.f.  Two 
casks  bells,  make  not  stated,  were  bought  in  at  to-day's- 
auctions  at  Is.  4d.  per  lb. 

Cardamoms. — About  100  boxes  were  offered  to-day,  and 
78  of  these  sold  at  a  decline  of  Id.  to  2d.  per  lb.  on  good 
qualities,  but  at  an  advance  of  from  2d.  to  3d.  on  ordinary 
grades.  Cardamom- seed  was  quite  firm.  The  following  were 
quotations : — Ceylon-Mysore,  medium  to  bold  good  pale,  2s.  Id. 
to  2s.  lid. ;  medium  pale  plump,  2s.  to  2s.  bd. ;  small  pale, 
Is.  lOd.  to  Is.  Ilc2. ;  brown,  partly  specky  and  split,  mixed 
sizes,  Is.  9d.  to  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.    Seed,  3s.  2d.  per  lb. 

Cascaba  Sagbada  is  being  offered  in  20-cwt.  lots  at 
19s.  per  cwt.,  London  terms. 
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Cascaeilia  is  still  firmly  held.  .Good  brown  mixed 
silvery  bark  was  bought  in  at  50s ,  sittings  at  36s.  per  cwt. 

Cbvadilla.  —  Tae  exp->it3  of  C9vadilla-3eei— "  Indian 
caustic  barley  "  as  it  is  called  in  the  export-lists  fiom  Li 
Guaira  (Vem  zuela)— in  1895  were :  to  Germmv  38,200  kilos  , 
to  France  11,000  kilos  ,  to  other  countries  16,000  kilos.  The 
total  officially-  declared  value  of  these  shipments  wa3  20*. 
per  cwt.  (6522  for  65,200  kilos.). 

Cinchona  — The  monthly  cinchona  auctions  were  held  on 
Tuesday,  when  a  fair  quantity  of  bark  was  offered.  A 
moderately  animated  tone  prevailed  throughout  the  sale,  and, 
with  scarcely  an  exception,  the  bulk  offered  was  sold  at 
firm  rates,  higher  prices  in  some  instances  being  paid  for 
Druggists'  varieties,  notably  West  African  bark.  The  unit 
averaged  \d.  per  lb. 

The  eight  catalogues  comprised  2,411  packages,  which 
were  divided  as  follows : — 

Packages  Packages 
East  Indian  cinchona  ..      ..    1,465  of  which  1,358  were  sold 
Ceylon  cinchona        . .       . .      532       „        510  „ 
African  cinchona       ..  212        „        212  „ 

South  American  cinchona    . ,         7       „  7  „ 

Java  ciuchona  ..       ..       ..       1S5       „         195  „ 

2,411       „  2,282 
The  following  figures  represent  the  approximate  quantities 
of  bark  purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  : — 

Lbs. 

Agents  for  the  Auerbach  factory    123  784 

Agents  for  the  Brunswick  Quinine-works     ,.       ..  116,706 

Agents  for  the  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  works  . .  111,075 

Agents  for  the  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  worki       . ,  49,397 

Agents  for  the  American  and  Italian  works  . .       . .  36,255 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons   33,465 

Agents  for  the  Paris  works    22,730 

Agents  for  the  Imperial  Quinine  Company    ..       ..  4,830 

Various  buyers    42,437 

Total  quantity  sold  ..  „  540,649 
Bought  in  or  withdrawn    28,140 

Total  quantity  of  bark  offered  568,789 
Ceylon  and  East  Indian  barks  realised,  according  to  quality, 
from  Id.  to  3{d.  per  lb.  for  Ledger,  l±d.  to  3±d.  for  Officinalis, 
id.  to  2d.  for  Hybrids,  and  Id.  to  2frf."  for  Succirubra. 
For  Java-Ledger  2±d.  to  2f  d.  was  paid,  arid  for  Hybrid  from 
Q£d.  to  4§<Z  per  lb.  African  succirubra  quills  realised 
2d.  to  3d.  per  lb.  At  to-day's  drug-sales  20  serons  of  Guaya- 
quil Loxa  sold  readily  at  from  l\d.  to  lOd.  per  lb.  for  fair, 
partly  bright,  paitly  broken,  mossy  quill,  and  from  Qd.  down 
to  \d.  for  ordinary  dull  quality.  Of  131  packages  cultivated 
Bolivian- Calisaya  61,  in  quill,  fair,  but  damaged,  realised 
from  2\d.  to  3d.  per  lb.  Three  packages  South  American 
red  bark  were  bought  in  at  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  The  exports  of 
cinchona  from  Puerto  Cabello  (Venezuela)  in  1895  were 
14,005  kilos.    In  1894  they  were  2,265  kilos. 

Cboton-seed  is  again  dearer,  and  imports  of  good  quality 
would  no  doubt  realise  high  rates.  At  auction  8  packages 
•(about  7  cwt.)  of  rather  dark  mixed  Ceylon  seed  brought  66s 
per  cwt.  The  last  price  paid  at  auction  on  May  2  for  a 
better- looking  parcel  was  65s. 

Ccbebs  are  easier,  if  a  parcel  of  12  bags  sold  at  to  day's 
auctions  may  be  taken  as  a  criterion.  This  consisted  of  fair 
slightly  stalky  berries  from  Singapore.  aBd  realised  25s  Qd 
per  cwt.  For  another  lot  of  good  picked  benies  40s  is 
nominally  required;  the  last  private  quotation  was  30s 
per  cwt, 

Dbagon's  Blood.— Really  fine  quality  was  not  shown  to- 
-day,  and  for  other  grades  only  low  offers  weie  made.  Nine- 
teen packages  were  bought  in,  fair  finger  in  reed  at  9Z  10s  , 
bold  red  lump  at  61.  15s  ,  ordinary  dull  saucer  at  80s  to  90s 
?H  °™b-  Jor  a  Parcel  o£  bold  damp  lump  of  fair  colour  a 
Did  ot  bl.  5s  per  cwt.  is  to  be  submitted. 

Elemi.  Of  50  casea  offered  to-day,  10  of  good  aroma, 
but  rather  dirty  colour,  realised  20s  per  c*t  ;  for  the  re- 
mainder a  bid  of  19s  was  refused.  This  shows  no  actual 
change  in  price,  but  the  market  is  very  dull.  Another  parcel 
was  bought  in  at  25s.  per  cwt. 

Ebgot  of  Rye  shows  no  improvement.  SpanUh  ergot  of 
tne  old  crop  was  in  large  tupply,  about  100  bags  being 


offered,  and  all  bought  in  at  from  Id  to  9d  per  lb.,  according 
to  quality.  Thirty-two  bags  small  grey  Russian  realised  5d. ; 
common  ditto,  <\d.  to  Qt\d.  per  lb. 

Galangal. — There  is  no  fine  quality  here  in  first  hand, 
the  only  parcel  of  that  kind  on  the  market  being  a  sea- 
damaged  lot  which  was  offered  at  to-day's  auctions.  This  lot 
consisted  of  199  bags,  for  which  bidding  began  at  8s.  per 
cut. ;  the  bulk  sold  at  from  10s.  bd.  to  12s.,  and  one  lot 
realised  13s.  per  cwt.    This  was  rather  below  expectations. 

Galls — In  green  Smyrna  galls  some  business  has  been 
done  at  from  45s.  up  to  46s.  bd.  per  cwt.,  according  to 
quality  ;  other  kinds  neglected. 

Gamboge  is  lower,  and  in  excessive  supply,  63  cases 
being  shown  tc-day,  including  a  new  parcel  of  23  packages, 
which  holders  refuse  to  sell  at  the  current  values.  Two  cases 
only  sold,  at  81.  10s.  per  cwt.  for  dull  damp,  partly  broken, 
blocky  pipe  of  fair  fracture.  Good  picked  pipe  was  bought 
in  at  91.  10s.  to  102.  5s.  per  cwt. 

Glycebine  is  extremely  firm,  and  although  at  present 
there  is  no  great  demand  for  consumption,  several  parcels 
have  changed  hands.  Some  manufacturers  have  again 
raised  their  quotations,  double-distilled  s.g.  1 260  being 
quoted  at  from  68s.  to  72s.,  according  to  brand.  Several 
agents  hint  that  a  considerable  advance  is  impending. 

Gum  Acacia.— There  is  very  little  business  doing  in 
Soudan  sorts,  but  the  few  sales  that  are  taking  place  are 
made  at  steady  prices.  It  is  said  that  a  parcel  of  ordinary 
grey  haid  sorts,  for  which  80s.  per  cwt.  was  accepted  soma 
days  ago,  has  since  been  resold  at  84s.  per  cwt.  in  Liverpool. 
At  auction  several  parcels  were  bought  in — Sorts  at  85s.  to 
95s.  per  cwt. ;  good  bright  red  Australian  at  45s  to  47s.  6d.  • 
fair  grey  Trieste  picked  at  11.  10s.  to  81.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Heliotbopin  has  a  tendency  towards  higher  rates.  Quite 
recently  it  might  be  had  at  Is.  6d  per  cz.,  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  that  price  would  now  be  accepted,  Is.  9d.  to  Is.  lOd. 
beirjg  the  general  quotation. 

Honey  remains  quite  cheap  ;  a  larger  quantity  than  usual 
was  sold  at  auction  to-day.  Twenty  packages  Jamaican 
realised  from  28s.  6d.  for  good  clean  yellow  down  to  19s.  for 
ordinary  brown  candied.  A  parcel  of  77  kegs  ordinary 
brown  Chilian  sold  without  reserve  at  from  15*.  6d. 
to  16s.  per  cwt.,  one  ;lot  realising  17s.  This  was  a  very 
cheap  sale.  Four  tins  dark  candied  Spanish  realised  15s. 
per  cwt.,  subject  to  approval,  while  for  a  fair  clean  parcel  of 
Australian  a  bid  of  20s.  was  rejected. 

Ipecacuanha.— A.  fair  quantity  of  Brazilian  root  has 
lately  changed  hands,  mostly  for  export  to  the  United 
States.  At  auction,  however,  the  demand  was  slow.  Of 
38  packages  Brazilian,  only  8  sold,  at  steady  rates— fair 
stoat  but  slightly  damaged  at  4s.  IQd.  to  5s.  2d.  per  lb. 
Good  native  picked  was  bought  in  at  5s.  6d.  per  lb.  Seven 
packages  Colombian  root  were  bought  in  at  3s.  lid.  to  4s. 
per  lb.  We  understand  that  another  direct  import  of  25 
bales  Brazilian  ipecacuanha  from  South  America  has  arrived 
in  Paris  recently. 

Jalap  is  firmer.  Only  10  bales  of  fair  Vera  Cruz  were 
offered  to-day,  and  6  sold  reaoily  at  b%d  to  Id.  per  lb. 

Kino. — A  new  shipment  of  about  300  lbs.  of  Bast  African 
kino,  upon  which  we  have  recently  commented,  has  been 
received.  No  definite  price  is  stated,  but  it  is  said  that  the 
holders  are  not  disposed  to  sacrifice  it.  The  offerings  of 
auction  included  2  packages  of  dark  astringent  East  Indian 
gum,  oDe  of  which  was  bought  in  at  10s  per  lb.,  and  three 
packages  of  a  bright  red  and  woody  mixed  gum  from  Bombay, 
for  which  no  price  was  mentioned. 

Kola-nuts  are  beiDg  pressed  for  sale  owing  to  heavy 
arrivals.  Fair  bright  West  African  are  offering  privately  at 
3%d.  to  t\d.  per  lb  ,  while  ior  iresh  kolas  very  low  figures  are 
mentioned.  At  auction  29  bags  of  dried  nuts  were  bought 
in  at  b\d.  to  9d.  per  lb.,  and  20  baskets  of  fresh  at  bd. 
per  lb. 

Mekthol  has  improved  since  our  last  report,  and  we  hear 
that  for  gocd  brands  10s.  per  lb.  has  been  refused  on  the 
spot.  Theie  appears  to  be  very  little  offering  from  Japan  ; 
the  last  quotation  for  arrival  was  8s.  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  but  it 
is  dcubtful  whether  any  more  could  be  had  at  that  figure. 
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Musk. — In  good  supply,  but  without  demand.  Of  17 
packages  first-pile  Tonquin  pods,  only  1  sold,  at  48s,  per  oz. ; 
for  ordinary  damp  old-fashioned,  5  tins  of  third- pile  pods 
were  bought  in. 

Oil  (Castor). — Italian  oil  is  very  firmly  held,  stocks  being 
much  reduced,  from  30s  9d.  to  31s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  being 
the  present  quotation.  Ten  cases  yellow  Madras  oil  sold  at 
auction  at  2\d.  per  lb. ;  first  Calcutta  oil  was  bought  in  at 
Z\d.  per  lb. 

Oils  (Essential). — American  oil  of  peppermint  HGH  is 
lower.  Business  has  been  done  within  the  last  few  days  at 
8s.  9d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  although  at  the  present  maiket- 
price  the  oil  could  not  be  laid  down  in  London  under  about 
10s.  per  lb.  Wayne  County  peppermint  offers  at  from  6s.  6d. 
to  7s.  per  lb.  net,  London  terms.  A  case  of  3  29-lb.  tins  of 
Calamus  oil  sold  to-day  at  2s  2d.  per  lb.  For  8  cases 
Tasmanian  globulus  Eucalyptus  oil  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  is  required, 
and  for  5  cases  of  another  kind  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  was  refused. 
Hose  oil  settlings  sold  at  Id.  per  oz.  to-day.  Chinese  and 
Indian  essential  oils  are  generally  unchanged.  New-crop 
French  Ncroli  oil  is  now  on  the  market.  Prices  range  from 
9s.  to  10s.  per  oz.  for  Bigarade  from  petals,  and  from  4s.  6d. 
to  5s.  per  oz  for  so-called  Portugal  oil.  French  Rosemary 
oil  of  the  new  crop  is  also  obtainable ;  from  3s.  to  3s.  6d.  per 
lb.  is  asked  for  fine  qualities  from  flowers. 

Opium. — The  market  has  been  extremely  quiet.  There  are 
no  buyers,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  holders  are  not  disposed  to 
make  any  concessions.  Soft- shipping  is  held,  according  to 
quality,  from  lis.  to  12s.  6d.  per  lb.,  the  latter  price  being  for 
Malatia.  Fine  Druggists'  kinds  are  quoted  up  to  9s.  6d.  ; 
Manufacturing  or  second  druggists'  at  from  8s.  9d.  to  9s. 
per  lb.  For  Persian  the  quotation  ranges  from  lis.  6d.  to 
13s.  per  lb.  At  auction  one  case  damaged  Persian  opium 
sold,  without  reserve,  at  8s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Otto  of  Rose — The  following  comes  from  a  Bulgarian 
source  : — "  The  unusually  favorable  weather  which  set  in  at 
the  commencement  of  May — just  in  the  budding  season — has 
had  a  marvellous  effect  upon  the  rose-plants.  Everywhere 
throughout  the  rose  district  the  bushes  are  studded  with 
thick  clusters  of  buds,  which  promise  a  very  rich  yield.  The 
harvest  began  on  Monday,  Jane  8,  with  one  of  the  richest 
rainfalls  of  the  season,  and  the  distillation  is  thus  being 
effected  under  most  propitious  conditions.  It  is  very  seldom 
that  a  rose- crop  has  commenced  so  well  and  with  such 
bright  prospects.  Of  course,  much  will  depend  upon  the 
weather  during  the  following  three  weeks,  but  should  it 
continue  fresh  and  cool,  with  one  or  two  more  rainfalls 
during  the  harvesting,  the  present  rose-crop  will  be  con- 
siderably above  the  average  one  and  about  40  per  cent,  larger 
than  last  year's.  The  farmers,  in  fact,  are  looking  forward 
to  a  very  rich  yield,  and  many  of  them  declare  that  the  crop 
will  rank  among  the  four  or  five  largest  on  record."  At 
auction  75  oz.  of  "Doupsi"  (Smyrna)  otto,  in  l|  cz.  gilt 
bottles,  were  bought  in  at  25s.  per  Turkish  ounce. 

Pareira  Brava — Twenty  bales  of  this  drug,  which  has 
not  been  sold  at  the  auctions  for  some  years,  were  offered 
to-day.  The  result  was  not  very  brilliant.  The  parcel 
realised  from  8s.  6d.  up  to  10s.  9d.  per  cwt.,  without  reserve. 
The  last  market  quotation,  we  believe,  was  40s.  per  cwt. 

Potash  Salts. — English  cyanide,  98  per  cent.,  is  now 
being  offered  at  13d.  per  lb.,  and  there  is  a  prospect  that  the 
quotation  will  be  lowered  further.  Permanganate  firmly 
held. 

Quicksilver  is  very  firmly  held,  at  61.  10s.  in  first,  and 
62.  9s.  in  second,  hand. 

Quinine  — Dull,  with  sellers  of  second-hand  German  bulk 
at  12±d.  per  cz.  At  auction  2  1,000-oz.  cases  of  Imperial 
quinine  were  held  for  Is.  Id.  per  cz.  This  is  the  price  at 
which  sales  are  said  to  have  been  made  privately.  A  parcel 
of  1,000  oz.  Howards',  in  1-oz.  vials,  is  held  for  Is.  4<2.  per  oz  , 
a  bid  of  Is.  2d.  being  refused. 

Rhubarb  remains  extremely  dull  of  sale  at  auction 
but  privately  about  30  cases  have  lately  been  sold  at,  it  is 
said,  steady  rates.  The  supply  at  auction  was  rather  con- 
siderable, consisting  of  about  134  packages,  3L  of  which 
sold  at  cheap  rates.  Canton,  medium  round  fair  grey,  good 
pinky  fracture,  lOd.  ti  10^d.;  bold  flat,  fair  coat,  pinky 
fracture,  Is.  3d. ;  small  to  bold  pickings,  3^d.  to  9\d  per  lb. 


High- dried  medium,  fair  coat,  pinky  fracture,  fiat,  IQd. ;  very 
wormy  flat,  medium  to  bold  ditto,  fair  coat,  from  &\d.  to 
3d. ;  round  dark  coat,  medium  fair  fracture,  Id.  per  lb. 

Saffron  remains  firm  at  the  quotations  given  in  our  last 
issue. 

Safrol  has  advanced,  from  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  being 
now  the  lowest  quotation  for  wholesale  quantities.  The 
rise  is  due  to  the  restriction  in  the  exports  of  light  camphor 
oil  from  Japan.  ^ 

Sarsaparilla. — The  entire  supply  of  genuine  grey 
Jamaican  sarsaparilla  in  first  hand  has  been  sold.  Sound 
quality  would  probably  be  now  worth  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  All 
other  varieties  are  also  tending  higher.  For  24  bales  fair 
Mexican  Qd.  per  lb.  was  refused,  4|d.  being  the  price.  Of 
20  packages  native  red  Jamaican  7  sold  at  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  5^. 
per  lb ,  according  to  colour.  Damaged  Honduras  realised 
Is  For  fair  quality  Is.  3d.  to  Is  <\%d.  is  asked.  Nine  bales 
IAma  Jamaican  brought  from  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Senega  remains  very  low  in  price  ;  good  quality  may  be 
had  on  the  spot  at  Is.  per  lb.  At  auction  5  bales  of  good 
bright  quality  realised  Is.  per  lb.,  while  for  the  remainder  of 
the  parcel  llf  <Z.  was  refused.   

Senna  — In  small  supply,  and  without  change.  Of  144 
packages  Tinnevelly,  about  55  sold,  at  from  Id.  to  2\d.  for 
ordinary  dull  yellowish  to  fair  medium  greenish  leaves,  and 
at  \\d.  to  2\d.  for  pods.  In  Alexandrian  senna  no  sales 
were  made,  although  some  parcels  were  offered. 

Tonca-beans  easier.  Three  packages  dull  Para  brought 
3d. ;  ordinary  foxy,  5d.  per  lb.  Good  black  were  nominally 
bought  in  at  2s.  per  lb. 

Tragacanth — A  fair  business  is  doing  in  good  grades 
at  unaltered  prices,  but  ordinary  kinds  are  reported  to  be 
more  or  less  neglected. 

Vanilla. — At  to-day's  auctions  the  demand  was  only 
moderate,  and  holders  accepted  a  general  decline  of  Is.  to 
2s.  per  lb.  Fine  Mauritius,  sliehtly  crystallised,  6  to  8f 
inches,  realised  from  28s.  to  33s. :  fresh  plump,  4|  to  8 
inches,  21s.  6d.  to  27s.  6d.;  3  to  8.j  inches,  3ls. ;  ordinary 
pale  to  common  from  18s.  6d.  to  8s.  6d.  per  lb.  Good  Fiji 
vanilla  realised  10s.  per  lb. 

Various  Drugs  — Ambergris  of  common  and  medium 
quality  was  in  large  supply,  but  only  6  oz.  of  ordinary  dark 
sold,  at  25s.  per  oz.  Birdlime  was  neglected  at  to-day's 
sales,  16  cases  Japanese  being  bought  in  at  l\d.  per  lb. 
Seventeen  robbins  ordinary  dusty  Cannabis  Indica  tops  sold 
cheaply  at  auction  at  l^d.  to  \\d.  per  lb. ;  good  tops  were 
bought  in  at  3\d.  per  lb.  Chinese  cantharides  quite 
neglected,  and  bought  in  at  Is.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  Sixteen 
bales  of  "  Coto-bark"  imported  in  1888,  were  offered  with- 
out reserve,  and  sold  at  l\d.  to  l\d.  per  lb.  Colocynth 
remains  as  firm  as  ever.  The  only  lot  sold  at  auction  to-day 
was  one  case  of  Turkey  at  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  for  good  apple  ;  12 
packages  were  offered.  Of  Spanish  colocynth  31  packages 
were  offered,  and  bought  in  at  from  6d.  per  lb.  to  Is.  5d. 
per  lb.  for  ordinary  dark  broken  fine  quality.  Good 
qualities  of  Cuttle-fish  bone  are  scarce,  and  are  firmly 
held.  At  auction  19  packages  of  low  to  ordinary  dark  mixed 
quality  from  Bombay  sold  readily  at  \d.  to  2\d.  per  lb. 
Twenty-seven  bales  Coca  leaves,  Huanoco  character,  were 
bought  in  at  from  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  and  20  bags 
Cocculus  Indicus  at  8s.  per  lb.  Six  cases  Guarana  were 
bought  in  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.,  and  2  cases  Guaiacum,  of  ordinary 
quality  in  block,  at  from  9d.  to  5d.  per  lb.  Gum  am- 
moniacum :  11  cases  fine  yellow  detached  drop  and  grain 
were  bought  in  at  65s.  per  cwt.,  an  offer  of  55s.  being  rejected. 
Fair,  partly  blocky,  gum  from  Bombay  was  also  bought  in 
at  50s.  Four  barrels  Extract  of  witch-hazel  from  New  York 
were  bought  in  to  day  at  Is.  %d.  per  lb.  Thirty- four  bales 
open  Insect-flowers sold  to-day  at  85s. ;  half-closed  at  102s.  6d. 
par  est.  Kamala,  neglected.  Good  quality  offers  at  from 
3d  to  9d. ;  common  at  <\d.  per  lb.  One  2-cwt.  case  of  fine 
yellow  Mastich  gum  in  tears  sold  cheaply  at  Is.  bcl.  per  lb. 
Myrrh  remains  very  neglected  and  in  plentiful  supply.  For 
good  native  picked  gum,  a  bid  of  76s.  was  refused  to-day,  and 
an  o3er  of  20s.  for  pickings  was  also  rejected.  Ten  packages 
common  dark  sold  at  35s.  per  cwt.  A  parcel  of  good  West 
Indian  Quassia  chips  is  held  for  11 1,  per  ton.  Seventeen 
casks  damaged  China  Soy  sold  at  3^d.  to  9d.  per  gallon. 
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Tamarinds  remain  cheap.  Considerable  quantities  were 
bought  in  at  auction.  Nioe  packages  common  West  Indian 
sold  at  10s.  per  cwt.  Six  bales  French  lavender  flowers,  fair 
quality,  sold  without  reserve  at  12s.  per  cwt.  Five  cases 
dark-brown  Patchouly  leaves  from  Perang  sold  at  5d.  per  lb. 

Wax  (  Bees')  — Jaimican  remains  steady  at  81. 5s.  to  81. 10s. 
for  good  brown  and  red,  nearly  the  whole  supply  being  dis- 
posed of.  About  300  packages  Madagascar  were  boua;Qt  in. 
Nine  packages  Aden  sold  at  61  to  61.  5s  ;  Mojador  was 
bought  in  at  51.  5s.  up  to  61.  15s.,  according  to  quality. 
Australian  sold  well  at  11.  to  11.  10s.,  according  to  quality, 
and  large  quantities  of  East  Indian,  Cuban,  and  Spanish  weie 
bought  in. 

Wax  (Japan)  is  about  2s.  6d.  lower.  Sixty  packages 
sold  at  auction  at  from  33s.  to  34s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  pale 
squares. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 
There  are  few  changes  to  note  in  the  position  of  the  main 
products  of  the  heavy-chemical  market  this  week.  Demand 
is  moderately  steady,  and  perhaps  slightly  heavier  for  a 
number  of  miscellaneous  articles.  Prices  fairly  firm.  From 
the  Board  of  Trade  returns  for  May  we  notice  that  the 
Alliali  exports  have  fallen  off  very  considerably,  both  when 
compared  with  the  same  month  last  year  and  in  1894. 
The  main  decrease  is  in  the  quantities  shipped  to  the  United 
States.  Actual  figures  are  as  follows : — 1896,  374,564  cwt. ; 
1895,617,580  cwt.;  and  1894,461,062  cwt.,  or  a  decrease 
of  39'3  per  cent,  against  last  year  and  one  of  18'8  per  cent, 
against  1894.  Bleaching -materials  are  also  lower.  South 
Durham  salt  very  firm,  and  selling  freely  at  9s  ,  f.o  b.  Tees. 
Naphthas  are  dull,  and  prices  lower.  Miscible  wood  is  now 
3s.,  and  solvent  wood  2s.  lOd.  Chlorate  of  soda  and  Saltcake 
in  good  request.  Sulphate  of  copper  firm ;  quotations  now 
stand:  Anchor,  July,  20Z.,  and  Liverpool,  June,  19Z.  Sulpho- 
■cyanides  quieter.  Barium  compounds  steady,  brisk  demand 
and  scarcity  of  several  of  the  products  continuing. 

The  Liverpool  Drug  market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  June  10,  says  that 
in  Acacia  gums,  Soudan  sorts  have  hardened  a  little  in  value, 
a  small  business  having  been  done  at  Is.  to  Is.  6d.  advance 
on  previous  rates.  Out  of  the  existing  stock  there  is  very 
little  really  offering,  most  of  the  supply  being  held  for  a  con- 
siderable advance.  A  limited  quantity  of  Brazilian  is  now 
available,  and  the  bulk  of  this  stock  will  be  offered  at 
auction  on  Friday  next.  Castor  oil  has  materially  improved 
in  position  during  the  week,  good  seconds  Calcutta  now 
selling  freely  at  2\d.  per  lb.,  while  arrival  prices  indicate 
even  higher  figures  in  the  near  future.  First-pressure 
French  is  held  for  Zf6d.  to  2\d.,  and  Madras  good  seconds 
for  the  same  figures.  Cream  of  tartar  is  steady  at  the  late 
rates,  the  advance  abroad  having  ceased  for  the  moment. 
Kola-nuts  show  no  changes  of  importance,  values  remaining 
3d.  to  5d.  for  good  dry  West  Central  African,  and  6d.  to  Id. 
for  prime  fresh.  African  Ginger  is  selling  freely  at  19s.  to 
22s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  good  dry  root.  Canary- seed  is  selling 
steadily  at  27s.  6d.  to  28s.  for  bright  Turkish.  Honeys  of 
all  grades  are  featureless,  the  late  rates  being  still  the 
nominal  values.  White-arsenic  powder  is  offering  at  prices 
ranging  from  281.  10s.  to  25Z.  per  ton.  Balsam  copaiba  :  Five 
barrels,  just  arrived,  were  offered  at  auction,  but  no  bids 
were  made,  part  of  the  parcel  being  afterwards  sold  by 
private  treaty.  Sulphate  of  copper  slightly  easier,  at  18Z.  10s. 
to  19Z.  per  ton. 

The  American  Drug- market. 
Our  New  York  correspondent  writes  on  June  3 : — "  The 
general  market  presents  no  special  change  in  features. 
Vanilla-beans  and  Jamaican  ginger  have  advanced.  Opium 
is  offered  freely  at  #2.05  in  case  lots,  while  lar2e  lots  are 
obtainable  at  #2  for  early  delivery.  Newfoundland  cod- 
liver  oil  is  in  light  request  and  at  slightly  variable  prices, 
ranging  from  #1  to  #1.75  per  gallon.  Balsams:  A 
moderate  business  only  is  being  transacted  at  prices  which 
have  prevailed  for  several  weeks  past.  Copaiba  is  firm  at 
37c.  to  38c,  and  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  supplies  higher 
prices  are  anticipated.  Para,  steady  at  40c.  Tolu  is  quoted 
at  from  52c.  to  60c, ,  the  market  exhibiting  an  upward  ten- 
dency, while  Peru  is  unchanged  at  $2  to  #2.10.  The 


situation  in  Tonca-he&ns  is  uninteresting.  Angostura  steady, 
at  $2  to  #2  25;  Para,  20c.  to  25c.  With  regard  to  the 
Angostura  variety,  large  parcels  are  expected  to  arrive  in 
the  near  future,  but  the  demand  at  present  is  light.  Mexican 
vanilla,  whole  pods,  range  from  #6  60  to  #12,  and  cut 
#6  to  #6.25.  Vanilla- beans  will  probably  advance  owing 
to  the  crop  shoitage  reported  from  Mexico.  Essential  oils  : 
There  is  nothing  new  to  chronicle.  Oil  of  peppermint  in 
tins  is  quoted  at  #1.65  to  #1  90,  and  in  ca-es  #2.15  to  #2  20. 
Sassafras,  40c.  to  42c.  Spearmint  in  tins  #2  to  #2.25, 
and  Wintergreen  in  tins  #1.25  to  #1.30.  Curacao  aloes  are 
on  offer  at  8\c,  at  which  price  arrivals  are  readily  picked 
up.  Chicle  is  steady  at  32|c.  to  35c,  with  moderate  demand. 
Truxillo  coca-leaves  are  steady  at  20c.  to  22c,  while  Buchu 
is  quoted  at  8c.  to  10c.  for  short,  and  18c.  to  20c.  for  long." 

The  Smyrna  and  Constantinople  Opium  market. 

Our  Smyrna  correspondent  writes,  on  May  30,  that  the 
total  sales  during  the  month  amount  to  320  cases  of  genuine 
opium,  and  he  adds  that  in  addition  to  this  a  considerable 
quantity  of  "  false  opium  "  has  been  purchased  at  low  rates, 
presumably  for  mixing  with  the  genuine  article,  because 
worked  by  itself  it  would  not  repay  the  cost  of  treatment. 
The  harvesting  of  the  new  crop  has  commenced,  and  the 
first  arrivals  are  expected  within  a  few  days.  Writing  on 
June  4,  our  Constantinople  correspondent  observes  : — "  The 
opium-market  remains  stagnant,  very  little  stuff  having 
changed  hands  since  my  last  letter.  Last  week  a  speculator 
bought  8  cases  good  Karahissar  at  8s.  5d .  f  o.b  ;  8s.  Id.  to 
8s.  2d.  might  buy  a  few  cases  ordinary  Druggists'  to-day. 
The  weather  has  been  most  favourable  to  the  crop,  and  for 
the  time  being  all  is  going  well.  I  maintain  my  former 
estimate  of  4,000  to  4,500  cases,  including  Salonica.  The  latter 
district  will  yield  between  300  and  400  cases,  all  told. 
Smyrna  estimates  the  yield  at  3,800  to  4,000  cases.  The 
market  is  steady,  and  a  further  decline  of  over  Id.  to  2d. 
per  lb.  maximum  is  highly  improbable.  I  expect  that  the 
natives  will  buy  new  crop  above  to-day's  parity.  The  stock 
in  Constantinople  is  £00,  in  Smyrna  2,100,  and  in  Salonica 
200  cases.    Last  year's  crop  yielded  under  7,500  cases." 

The  Hamburg  Market. 

Our  correspondent  writes,  on  June  9 : — All  branches  of 
business  are  very  dull  here,  and  the  drug-trade  does  not 
make  an  exception  to  the  rule.  Antimony  remains  firm, 
crude  at  35m.  per  100  kilos.  Balsam  (Peru)  is  unaltered, 
at  16.25m.  to  17m.  per  kilo.  Balsam  (copaiba),  fine  pure 
quality,  3.20m.  to  3.40m.  per  kilo.  Coriander-seed  is  still 
firm;  spot  quoted  16m.  to  17m.,  forward  delivery  15m.  to 
15.25m.  per  100  kilos.  Camphor  (refined)  is  very  dull,  and 
quoted  2  50m.  per  100  kilos. ;  but  some  business  has  been 
done  at  2.45m.  per  100  kilos.  Galangal  is  very  firm,  at 
55m.  per  100  kilos.  Gum  acacia  without  business  ;  prices 
are  almost  unchanged.  Glycerine  is  in  fair  demand,  and 
firmly  held  at  unchanged  prices.  Jalap  is  very  firm,  and 
dearer ;  holders  ask  from  205m.  to  210m.  per  100  kilos. 
Honey  is  quiet ;  offers  of  Chilian  honey  at  reduced  prices 
from  Liverpool  do  not  tempt  buyers  here.  Cape  aloes 
continue  firm,  at  60m.  per  100  kilos.  Ergot  of  rye 
dull  and  slow  of  sale ;  prime  Eussian  quoted  89  50m. 
per  100  kilos.  Menthol  is  quiet,  at  19m.  per  kilo. 
Cod-liver  oil  is  quiet ;  1895  and  1896  non-congealing  oil  can 
be  bought  at  180m.  to  175m.  per  barrel.  White  sweet 
Seal  oil  is  quiet,  and  without  buyers  just  now.  Linseed  oil 
is  easier  again  at  37.50m.  per  100  kilos,  in  barrels,  but 
without  demand.  Refined  cotton- seed  oil  is  flat  and  neglected, 
with  sellers  at  32m.  per  100  kilos.  Cajuput  oil  (green), 
4.10m.  to  4  20m.  per  bottle.  Peppermint  oil :  HGH  firm  at 
9  25m.  to  9  £0m.  per  lb. ;  Todd,  8.50m.  per  lb.  Star-anise 
oil  is  quoted  18|m.  to  19m.  per  kilo. ;  Clove  oil  3  90m.  per 
kilo.  Star-anise  seed  is  easier  at  170m.  to  180m.  per  100 
kilos.  Lycppodium  firm  at  3.30m.  to  3  50m.  per  kilo. 
Sugar  of  milk,  in  powder,  is  quoted  145m.  to  148m  per  100 
kilos.  Carnauba  wax  is  easier,  and  little  doing;  grey  can 
bo  bought  at  170m  ,  medium  at  200m.,  fine  yellow  from  240m. 
to  255m.  per  1C0  kilos.  Japan  wax  is  quoted  to-day  60m. 
per  100  kilos.  Spermaceti  steady  at  305m.  to  308m.  per 
100  kilos.  Calabar  leans  are  teglected  at  41m,  to  42m.  tor 
100  kilos. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 
In  lettert  for  publication  correspondent!  are  requested  to  express  their  »<e»i 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Otrrespondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  denote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications, 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Cinchona-collecting  Experiences. 

Sib,— I  send  yon  my  grateful  thanks  for  all  that  you  have 
so  generously  and  kindly  written  on  my  behalf.  You  have 
so  kindly  assisted  me  that  I  am  induced  to  open  my  mind 
without  reserve,  and  explain  why  [  psrsist  in  claiming 
justice  from  the  Government  of  the  Netherlands  for  a  return 
of  moneys  actually  spent  by  me  and  that  have  rendered  such 
enormous  riches  to  that  country. 

You  are  aware  how  that  eminent  botanist  and  scientist, 
Dr.  Hasskarl,  was  for  two  years  in  Peru  endeavouring  to 
obtain  plants  and  seed  of  the  cinchonas,  and  was  provi- 
dentially prevented  from  going  into  Bolivia.  Had  he  gone 
into  the  valleys  of  the  Yungas,  and  bsen  seen  collecting 
plants  and  seed  of  the  cinchona,  he  certainly  would  have 
been  poisoned  by  the  Indians. 

Just  compare  the  results  of  the  doctor's  mission  with  his 
salary  and  expenses  of  two  years,  without  taking  into 
account  that  a  man-of-war  was  specially  sent  to  convey  him 
and  his  plants  from  Callao  to  Java !  Would  2.000Z  cover 
all  his  expenses,  &c.  1  I  think  not.  Yet  the  40011.  and 
100Z.  paid  to  me  has  done  so,  if  we  may  believe  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Netherlands.  I  have  nob  been  treated  in  good 
faith  or  honesty.  In  1879,  when  I  was  living  at  Tucuman, 
in  Argentina,  I  received  a  letter  from  La  Paz  (Bolivia)  from 
a  former  clerk  of  mine,  asking  me  to  inform  him  where  he 
could  get  cinchona-seed,  the  same  as  the  seed  obtained  by 
Maniomi  for  my  account  in  1865,  as  he  had  been  offered 
400Z.  (2,000  bolivianos)  by  the  "Consul  Holandes"  for 
1  arroba  (25  lbs.)  of  equal  quality. 

I  told  him  what  he  wished  to  know,  and  at  the  same  time 
informed  him  of  the  risks  he  ran  from  the  Indians,  especially 
thosein  Apolo,  where  he  would  have  to  go.  Well,  he  left  La  Paz 
in  April,  1880,  was  seen  in  Pelechuco  in  May,  left  for  Apolo  at 
the  end  of  May,  and  has  never  been  seen  or  heard  of  since 
— not  a  vestige  of  himself,  his  effects,  or  even  his  mule  !  I 
knew  the  Dutch  Consul — a  Mr.  Schukrafit — very  well  indeed, 
a  most  estimable  and  accomplished  gentleman,  married  to 
a  wealthy  lady  in  La  Paz,  who  possessed  large  estates  in  the 
cinchona  valleys,  holding  immense  power  over  her  Indian 
tenants.  Mr.  SchukraSt  was  esteemed  by  all  the  natives 
and  foreigners  in  Bolivia.  I  know  that  he  worked  very 
hard,  and  expended  a  deal  of  money  in  his  endeavours  to 
obtain  the  best  cinchona-seed  for  his  Governmant.  Well, 
compare  the  results  of  Mr.  Schukrafft's  labour  and  expenditure 
with  the  results  obtained  from  the  seed  I  procured,  and  then 
say  whether  my  treatment  by  the  Datch  Government  has 
been  just  and  honourable  or  not. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Chas.  Ledgeb. 

Kenmore,  Goulburn,  N.S.W.,  April  27. 


Is  the  Drug- trade  Overcrowded? 

Sib, — With  reference  to  your  criticism,  under  the  above 
heading,  of  a  recent  article  of  mine  in  the  Bazaar,  I  would 
like,  in  justice  to  myself,  to  say  a  few  words. 

Id  support  of  my  statement  that  the  profession  of  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  is  not  overcrowded,  I  drew  attention  to  the 
advertisements  in  the  trade  journals,  which  went  to  show 
that  there  were  twice  as  many  a:sbtants  advertised  for  as 
there  were  assistants  seeking  work.  You  join  issue  with  me 
as  to  the  truth  of  this,  and  by  a  carefully-compiled  table  (in 
which,  as  an  advertising  medium,  the  C  <5'  D.  swamps  its 


competitors)  endeavour  to  show  that  I  am  an  adept  at 
"  twisting  figures." 

Now  a  little  more  than  a  cursory  glance  at  my  article 
would  have  shown  that  my  remarks  applied  to  qualified 
chemists,  and  not  to  juniors,  improvers,  traveller^  or  pill- 
massers.  This  being  the  case,  I  turn  to  last  week's  C  4*  D- 
and  find  32  qualified  men  advertised  for,  against  16  qualified 
assistants  seeking  employment.  In  the  current  week's  issue 
there  are  33  advertisements  for  qualified  chemists,  while  19 
offer  their  services. 

Again,  you  say  that  my  instance  of  there  being  only  two 
competent  competitors  for  a  post  worth  120Z.  a  year  is  no 
argument  that  the  profession  is  not  overcrowded.  Yet  in 
almost  the  next  line  you  say  that  this  case  points  to  the 
paucity  of  first-class  men,  and  forthwith  proceed  to  preach 
a  much-needed  little  homily  to  the  budding  pharmacist  (the 
effect  of  which,  I  hope,  will  not  b3  lost)  to  see  that  he  is 
not  left  behind  among  the  apathetic  mediocrities  and  ne'er- 
do-wells.  Yours,  &c, 

Jane  8.  The  Wbiteb  of  the  Abticle.  (94/40.) 


Correcting  the  Preseriber. 

Sib, — Considering  as  I  do  that  the  paramount  duty  of  the 
chemist  is  to  promote  and  foster  those  relations  of  mutual 
confidence  and  goodwill  that  now  seem  permeating  the 
sister  professions  of  medicine  and  pharmacy  more  than  ever, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
"  Altering  Prescriptions,"  which  is  started  by  one  of  your 
correspondents  in  last  week's  issue. 

This  is  a  case,  I  tnink,  in  which  the  dispenser  acted  most 
unwisely.  One  may  often  be  called  upon  to  refuse  to  pre- 
pare a  prescription  until  after  communication  with  the 
writer,  but  to  "doctor"  it  without  his  sanction  should  never 
be  thought  of. 

It  should  never  be  forgotten  that  the  greater  the  amount 
of  friendliness  between  preseriber  and  dispenser  in  any 
particular  case  the  greater  should  ba  the  deference  shown  in 
these  matters  and  diligence  bestowed  to  avoid  all  semblance 
of  double-dealing  or  the  taking  of  undue  advantage  to  suit 
one's  own  convenience.  For  instance,  in  this  case  there  are 
plenty  uncharitable  enough  to  assume  that,  having  a  good 
stock  of  "  Bland's "  at  hand,  and  being  without  the  con- 
venience or  inclination  to  prepare  such  a  stock  as  two  gross- 
of  the  right  kind,  the  pill-builder  caught  at  the  idea  of  a 
substitution,  and  then  sought  for  refuge  in  an  extra  bit  oE 
f  assiness,  which  proved  fatal  to  him  and  brought  on  merited 
disgrace. 

Unless  a  dose  is  pretty  sure  to  kill  the  chemist  had  batter 
almost  always  dispense  as  written  for.  Never  is  it  safe  to- 
impute  a  lapsus  of  any  kind.  In  this  case  it  would  amount 
to  a  lapsus  mentis,  for  no  man  in  his  senses  would  be  likely 
to  insert  "  aloes  "  twice  running  into  a  tonic  pill  without 
meaning  it.  This  charge  is  enough  to  make  the  meekest 
man  show  fight.  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that  a  con- 
sultant will  often  prescribe  a  large  quantity  of  some  medica- 
ment which  he  intends  to  be  finally  all  used  up,  writes  the 
maximum  dose  to  begin  with,  meaning  to  see  his  patient  to 
watch  the  effect,  and  modify  accordingly. 

In  my  young  days  a  few  short  jears  were  spent  in  the- 
conduct  of  a  chemist's  shop  for  a  doctor — a  very  common 
arrangement  forty  years  ago.  We  never  got  a  prescription 
to  prepare ;  and  upon  starting  in  business  for  myself,  I  found 
out  tne  reason  all  prescribers  and  patients  were  afraid  that 
the  principal  of  the  concern  would  use  the  authority  to  sub- 
stitute at  his  own  convenience  one  article  for  another. 

Moral:  O  ye  powers  tha";  be!  let  not  my  good  be  evil 
spoken  of,  nor  assumed  wisdom  entrap  me  into  the  role  of  a 
trickster. 

West  Marylebone,      Yours  obediently, 

June  8.  Anotheb  Old  Ph.C  (94/32) 


Sib, — The  chemist  should  have  sent  pil.  aloes  et  ferr * 
gr.  iij.  or  iv.  And  in  all  cases  where  the  dose  oidered  is- 
txcessive,  but  not  attended  with  anything  more  than  un- 
pleasant action  for  the  patient,  I  should  advise  chemists  to 
dispense  the  prescription  as  written.  In  the  case  of  medicines 
such  as  prussic  acid  and  strychnia,  where  an  unofficial  dose  is. 
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ordered,  the  chemist  would,  of  course,  refuse  to  dispense 
under  any  circumstances  whatsoever.  I  think,  also,  that  the 
chemist  might  intimate  to  the  prescriber  in  cases  of  excessive 
dose  that  he  has  dispensed  the  prescription  as  written,  but 
inviting  the  prescriber's  attention  to  the  overdose.  Ai  to 
the  manner  this  doctor  has  treated  the  chemist  the  less  said 
the  better.  I  should  think  the  chemist  will  be  well  lid  of 
his  patronage.  Yours  faithfully, 

42  Church  Street,  Grove  Koad,      J.  George,  LR.C.P. 
June  5. 


Sie, — I  do  not  coincide  with  you  or  your  correspondent  as 
to  the  substitution  of  Blaud's  pills  for  those  ordered.  The 
elasticity  given  in  the  direction  ought  to  have  received  more 
consideration  ;  one  pil.  al.  et  fer.  thrice  daily  was  certainly 
not  an  overdose,  and  in  cases  of  habitual  constipation  two 
or  three  might  have  been  required.  Anyway,  a  return  to  a 
smaller  dose  could  be  easily  effected  without  harm  being 
done,  and  manifestly  the  medico  had  given  fuller  directions 
than  on  the  recipe.  Yours, 

June  6.  Delta  (C.  &  D.  for  Forty  Years). 


Sir, — I  cannot  understand  a  "  Ph.C."  showing  such  a 
little  acquaintance  with  the  B.P.  If  there  were  not  a  dis- 
tinctive formula  for  "pil.  al.  et  fe."  I  could  then  have 
understood  a  difficulty  arising  and  pardoned  the  substitution 
of  Blaud's,  but  only  then  when  the  physician  is  inaccessible. 
Such  displays  of  minimum  pharmaceutical  knowledge  are 
no  credit  to  the  profession.  There  are  some  things  best  left 
unsaid  and  unwritten,  and  this  letter  referred  to  is  one  of 
those,  unless  situated  in  the  Students'  Corner.  These  are 
the  communications  that  destroy  friendly  relations  between 
the  doctors  and  chemists,  and  encourage  the  medical  prac- 
titioner to  dispense  for  himself. 

Yours  truly, 

June  6.  Neam.  (93/26.) 


Sir, — It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  how  the  patient 
has  got  on  with  the  gross  of  pil.  aloes  et  ferri.  You  wish 
for  the  opinion  of  some  of  your  medical  readers,  and  I  may 
say  that  no  doubt  "  Ph.C."  was  justified  in  acting  as  he  did 
with  such  a  prescription,  if  you  can  call  it  such,  there  being 
no  indication  of  size  of  pills.  I  think  when  a  prescription 
seemingly  funny  comes  to  a  chemist  for  compounding,  and 
not  so  very  dangerous,  it  would  be  best  to  dispense  it,  and 
immediately  send  a  copy  of  the  prescription  to  the  prescriber, 
informing  him  or  her  (I  had  nearly  forgotten  the  new 
woman),  and  leave  him  and  her  to  go  on  in  their  own 
particular  way.  If  that  is  not  possible,  and  if  in  doubt, 
he  should  play  a  trump-card,  such  as  pil.  ferri  "Blaud." 
Perhaps  the  letters  "p.r.n."  might  have  saved  much  trouble 
with  the  gross  of  pil.  aloes  et  ferri,  size  what  you  like,  gr.  j. 
or  gr.  v.  Yours,  &c  , 

116  Jamaica  Road,  S.E.,  June  7.        C.  W.  Pridmorb. 


What  the  Local  Secretary  Said. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  correct  your  misleading  report  of 
what  I  stated  at  the  meeting  of  the  Proprietary  Aiticles 
Trade  Association  at  Cardiff,  which  appears  in  your  issue 
of  this  date.  As  a  local  secretary  it  would  be  anomalous 
for  me  to  utter  the  remarks  I  am  credited  with  condemna- 
tory of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  What  I  did  say  was 
that  this  Association  (which  we  were  then  discussiDg)  would 
do  just  what  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  been  blamed 
for  not  doing.  I  was  alluding  to  the  oft-repeated  criticism 
which  Society  supporters  have  to  listen  to  from  non- 
supporters.  I  further  stated  that  the  men  who  reproached 
the  Society  in  this  respect  were  the  men  who  declined  to 
take  advantage  of  what  the  Society  had  done  for  them  in 
the  matter  of  the  poisonous  proprietaries  by  demanding 
better  prices. 

Trusting  you  will  in  justice  to  myself  rectify  this  erroneous 
report.  Yours,  &c, 

35a  Taff  Street,  Pontypridd,  Jane  6.  D.  Arsott. 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


Correspondents  should  consult  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  in  regard  to  dis- 
pensing difficulties.  Difficulties  not  explained  therein  may  be  sent  la  the 
Editor,  who  invites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


92/15.  J.  F. — You  will  see  the  point  explained  in  "  Th& 
Art  of  Dispensing,"  page  13.  In  physicians'  prescriptions- 
§j.  of  a  solid  means  480  gr.,  sjj.  of  a  liquid  480  minims. 


Dr.  Foy's  Prescriptions. 

Sir, — Dr.  George  Foy,  of  Dublin,  is  evidently  an  attentive- 
reader  of  the  C.  Sf  D.  He  might,  perhaps,  enlighten  some 
of  the  more  ignorant  of  the  Irish  chemists,  as  well  as  the- 
present  writer  (minimus  leotorum  suoruvi),  by  stating  what 
exactly  he  wishes  to  have  dispensed  when  he  orders  "  Syr. 
gummsi,  F.E ,  §iv."  Such  a  prescription  came  ioto  my 
hands  to-night,  and,  though  Dr.  Foy  writes  ordinarily  an 
excellent  hand  (dissimilis  mild),  it  sometimes  fails  at  the- 
moat  essential  words.  Hence  I  may  not  have  correctly 
transcribed  the  central  portion  of  the  name.  I  rather 
imagine  that  the  "  F.E."  is  intended  to  denote  Spanish 
Pharmacopoeia,  though  I  scarcely  like  to  suggest  that  a 
scholar  like  Dr.  Foy  would  use  the  abbreviation  of  the 
vernacular  rather  than  tne  Latin  term  for  the  work  in  ques- 
tion. Probably  the  reference  is  to  one  of  the  syraps  detailed 
in  Dr.  Foy's  paper  in  a  recent  Medical  Press.  At  least,  I 
recommended  the  patient  to  the  establishment  indicated  ac 
the  end  of  that  paper.  Yours  truly, 

L.P.S.I.  (90/C0.). 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediate  information  on  pharmaco-legal  matters  is  available  in  "  Pharmacy- 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom"  Alpe's  " Handy-boot  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty"  and  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaby. 


93/4.  Juggins. — The  following  extract  from  a  text-book 
on  the  subject  of  apprentices  answers  our  correspondent's- 
inquiry,  but  it  is  only  the  author's  opinion,  and  is  not  sup- 
ported by  any  case.  The  Courts,  however,  always  lean  to 
the  apprentice  against  the  master: — "The  master  muet 
pay  to  the  apprentice  the  wages  he  has  covenanted  that  he 
shall  receive,  and  cannot  deduct  anything  for  the  days  the 
apprentice  may  be  absent  from  his  work  owing  to  illness, 
accidents,  except  it  is  so  agreed  between  the  parties  to- 
the  indenture.  Neither  can  he  deduct  anything  out  of  the 
wages  for  loss  of  time,  either  wilful  or  ac3idental,  nor  for 
breakages  or  such-like  faults."  Breakages  might  have  been 
provided  for  in  the  apprenticeship-deed,  but,  in  the  absence 
of  such  a  provision,  the  master  who  deducts  the  damages  out 
of  the  apprentice's  peculium  runs  the  risk  of  an  action  in 
the  county  court,  in  which  ha  (the  master)  will  in  all  pro- 
bability get  the  worst  of  it. 


93/8.  Philomel. — The  non-payment  of  rent  does  not 
affect  the  length  of  notice  to  quit.  A  yearly  tenant  is 
entitled  to  six  months'  notice  expiring  at  the  end  of  the 
year  of  tenancy,  whether  he  pays  his  rent  or  not. 


94/14.  Bromo  asks:  —  "Can  an  unregistered  person 
legally  dispense  a  doctor's  prescription?"  [There  is  no  law 
in  Great  Britain  to  prevent  anyone  compounding  a  doctor's- 
prescription.  There  is  in  Ireland.  But  in  Great  Britain 
only  a  registered  person  may  '  sell"  the  compound  if  it 
contains  a  poison  ] 


95/52.  Derelle — You  a_e  liable  to  a  penalty  of  51.  if  yon, 
not  being  a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  take,  use,  or  exhibit  ths 
title  "pharmacist"  See  section  15  of  the  Pharm icy  Act, 
1863. 
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95/43.  Eef erring  to  an  answer  to  "B.  H.  K."  last  week, 
Mr.  Geo.  Curtis,  of  Chiswick,  informs  us  that  a  hairdresser 
at  Kew  Gardens  Station  has  registered  ths  title  "  Dagonet " 
for  a  hair-wash. 


96/2.  Aconite. — We  must  refer  you  to  our  answer  to 
"  J.  S."  last  week  and  to  the  article  we  printed  on  March  21 
last.  We  do  not  believe  that  in  the  absence  of  evidence  of 
fraudulent  substitution  an  injunction  could  be  obtained 
against  you  for  selling  "  pink  pills  "  if  you  "were  to  vigor- 
ously fight  the  action  if  one  should  be  begun  against  you. 
At  the  same  time,  you  must  be  prepared  to  answer  the 
question,  "  Why  have  you  chosen  that  title  for  your  pills  1 " 


94/44.  F.  E.  B.  has  had  a  shop-blind  put  up,  and  now,  two 
months  after  having  it  put  up,  finds  it  does  not  work.  It  was 
not  guaranteed,  but  a  practical  man  says  it  was  badly  fixed  and 
of  bad  workmanship.  Can  he  claim  anything  from  the  man 
who  made  the  blind  1  [In  the  absence  of  special  contract, 
when  a  tradesman  undertakes  to  do  certain  work,  there  is  an 
implied  contract  that  he  is  competent  to  do  it  and  that  the 
article  when  completed  will  be  reasonably  fit  for  the  purpose 
intended.  No  actual  guarantee  is  required.  The  employer 
is  presumed  to  rely  on  the  skill  and  judgment  of  the  person 
employed.  "  F.  E.  R."  can  sue  the  maker  for  breach  of  the 
implied  agreement  to  supply  a  proper  blind  and  to  fix  same 
in  a  workmanlike  manner.  His  success  will  depend  on  the 
weight  of  evidence.] 

94/73.  A.  B.  C. — Dispensers  to  boards  of  guardians  must 
hold  the  Minor  examination  certificate,  the  Assistants' 
certificate  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society,  or  the  certificate  of 
an  army  compounder. 

194/38.  A.  B.  C. — If  by  a  diepensing-error  an  assistant 
occasion  injury  or  death  to  a  customer  he  is  personally  liable 
to  punishment  under  the  criminal  law  if  gross  negligence 
can  be  established  against  him.  Bat  his  employer  is 
responsible  under  the  civil  law. 


95/41.  Creamery. — It  is  an  offence  against  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  to  mix  with  any  article  of  food  any 
ingredient  which  will  render  the  article  injurious  to  health. 
We  have  reported  cases  where  fines  have  been  imposed 
under  this  Act  for  the  addition  of  such  preservatives  to 
milk,  &c  Of  course,  the  prosecutor  would  have  to  satisfy 
the  Magistrates  that  the  addition  was  unwholesome,  but 
he  could  get  evidence  to  that  effect.  See  last  volume, 
pages  230,  605,  and  775.  For  a  case  decided  differently,  see 
this  volume,  page  79.  > 

90/70.  Bucliu. — (1)  The  address  of  the  Unregistered 
Dental  Practitioners'  Association  is  6  King  Street,  Oldham. 
Perhaps  others  besides  yourself  who  are  interested  will  make 
a  note  of  it,  and  save  us  repeating  the  information.  (2) 
If  methylated  spirit  is  used  for  making  any  medicine  capable 
of  being  used  internally,  without  the  authority  of  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  the  user  is  liable  on  conviction  to 
a  penalty. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Back  number!  containing  formulae,  educational  or  other  tpeciflc  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 

Jfji. — All  queries  should  be  accompanied  by  the  business  card  of  a  subscriber, 
or  the  address  label  from  The  Ohemist  and  Dbtogist  wrapper.  We 
destroy  anonymous  letters.  We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind  here 
dealt  with  by  post.  We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 
separate  sheets  of  paper. 


16/96.  Juno. — The  only  small  book  on  venereal  diseases 
suitable  for  chemists  (Hargreave's)  is  out  of  print.  Perhaps 
you  may  be  able  to  get  a  copy  through  the  Exchange 
Column.  We  know  nothing  of  the  system  except  wha ;  is 
advertised. 


90/11.    M.  G.—(V)  Soluble  Ginger-beer  Powder:— 

Gingerin       . .   gr.  xxv. 

Powdered  sugar       ..  ..       ..  Jj. 

Cream  of  tartar   3j. 

Oil  of  lemon   . .       . .  ttiv. 

Triturate  the  gingerin  with  2  dr.  of  cream  of  tartar  and  a  little  sugar, 
and  gradually  add  the  rest  of  the  powders,  mixing  well. 

The  above  quantity  is  for  2  gallons  of  brew.  (2)  The 
current  volume  contains  formulas  for  the  emulsion,  and  we 
cannot  repeat  them. 


90/9.  An  Admirer. — You  may  use  glycerine  instead  of 
part  of  the  spirit  in  making  Flavouring-essences,  but  we 
cannot  understand  why  you  wish  to  do  so,  as  proof  spirit 
would  serve  your  purpose  well  enough.  Glycerine  is  not 
much  better  than  water  as  an  essential-oil  solvent. 


86/61.  New  Strop. — The  subject  was  discussed  a  few 
years  ago.    See  the  1894  Diaey. 


86/1.  Hector. — See  the  last  Educational  Number  for  all 
information  respecting  the  medical  profession. 


87/67.  Chandos. — The  rasher  of  bacon  or  pork  fat  applied 
to  swollen  glands  is  a  very  old  remedy  and  a  good  one. 


88/12.—  W.  S. — Colour  feed  for  canaries  : — 

Dried  yolk  of  egg   M       ..  3ij 

Bruised  poppy-seed    Jj. 

Cuttlefish-bone   gj. 

Powde: ed  sugar   2j. 

Fenugreek   ..       ..  Ji. 

Mild  capsicum   Jiv. 

Mix. 


87/70.  R.  F. — Blue  Wound-stona  is  cupri  sulph. ;  what 
the  yellow  is  we  do  not  know.    Perhaps  someone  can  tell  us. 


87/100.  Grantley. — (1)  Sodium  nitroprusside  is  princi- 
pally used  as  an  oxidiser,  as,  for  example,  in  dyeing,  and  as 
an  indicator  in  some  volumetric  operations.  Prussian  blue 
is  its  chief  reduction  product.  (2)  Xylol  is  used  as  a  resin 
solvent,  also  in  the  production  of  local  anassthesia. 


85/33.  Syntax. — The  Prescription  is  known  as  Gould's, 
and  as  there  may  b8  other  subscribers  besides  yourself  who 
do  not  know  the  cypher,  we  again  explain  it : — 


Assar-bark,  2d. 
Codru-root,  lj(f. 
Kradna-root,  l\d. 
Holique-root,  IJrf. 
Noil-root,  l^d. 
Eock-root,  l£cZ. 
Tacher  —  ljrf. 


=  Sassafras: 
=  ?  Chamomile. 
=  Gentian. 
=\Liquorice-root. 
=  Dandelion-root. 
=-Burdock-root 
=  Sugar. 


26/9.  W.  B. — It  is  for  such  annoyances  that  Messrs  S. 
Maw,  Son  &  Thompson  have  introduced  a  safety  urinal, 
referred  to  on  page  735.  You  should  get  one  of  these  for  the 
patient. 


90/8.  Subscriber. — Salop  or  Salab-Misri. — The  exact 
origin  of  Oriental  salep  is  unknown,  but  the  saleps  imported 
into  Bombay  from  Persia,  Kabul,  and  Northern  India  are 
obtained  from  species  of  Orchis,  including  O.  latifolia,  L.,  and 
O.  laxiflora,  Lam.  Dr.  J.  E.  T.  Aitchison  has  identified  royal 
salep,  used  as  a  food  in  Afghanistan,  as  the  product  of 
Allium  Macleani.  Salap  is  a  mucilaginous  nutrient,  and  is 
imported  into  this  country,  being  occasionally,  but  rarely, 
offered  in  Mincing  Lane.  The  large  wholesale  houses  keep 
it.  It  is  chiefly  used  in  Germany  and  on  the  Continent 
generally. 
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92/7.  Ulex.  —  Formaline  is  a  40-per-cent.  solution  of 
formic  aldehyde,  and  is  made  at  Schering's  works,  Berlin. 


93/46.  Wilts. — At  present  the  most  saleable  Moth- 
preventers  seem  to  be  compounds  in  which  naphthalin  is 
the  principal  ingredient,  but  the  odour  of  it  should  be  well 
covered  with  essential  oils  and  camphor.  We  prefer  a  Moth- 
powder  without  naphthalin,  as  the  latter  is  strongly 
objected  to  by  some  housewives  : — 

Camphor,  in  coarse  powder         ..       ..       ..  Jiv. 

Benzoin,  in  coarse  powder  

Black  pepper,  In  coarse  powder   j  ,j_ 

Cedar  sawdust       ....  5  c- 

Mix.  "  S 

You  will  find  a  good  article  on  moths  in  C.  &  D  Sep- 
tember 12,  1891,  page  411.  It  shows  how  ineffectual  are 
mens  devices  against  "the  poor  fluttering  moth." 

91/42.  Virtus  in  Arduis.—(V)  The  best  Jamaica  ginger 
gives  the  lightest  coloured  tr.  zingib.  fort.,  but  we  think  you 
will  find,  on  comparison  with  the  tincture  which  you  have 
previously  bought,  that  yours  is  just  as  pungent  and  has  a 
superior  aroma.  A  good  way  to  bring  up  the  colour  of  the 
tincture  would  be  to  add  a  few  drops  of  equal  parts  of 
gingerm  or  tr.  catechu.  (2)  All  the  Wrinkles  on  Filtra- 
tion have  not  yet  found  their  way  into  text- books  ;  indeed 
manufacturers  are  constantly  meeting  new  difficulties  for 
which  new  devices  have  to  be  originated,  and  you  must 
expect  to  have  similar  experience.  It  is,  as  a  rule,  a  mistake 
to  filter  the  whole  of  a  batch  of  a  liquor,  such  as  extract 
cascaras  sagrada;  liq.,  because,  if  you  set  it  aside  in  a  tali 
vessel,  you  will  find  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  the 
greater  proportion  of  the  liquor  becomes  clear.  This  should 
be  carefully  decanted.  To  filter  the  "foots"  use  a  twill- 
cotton  filter-cloth.  It  is  a  slow  business,  at  the  best :  but 
see  the  hints  in  C.  $  D  ,  October  13, 1894,  page  547 


flfi??i§?'    £-A  f-C1)  Gird's  TJng.  Rosas  (C.  <f  D., 
u  18  11    intended  that  the  lard  should  be  melted 

when  making  this.  Into  a  warm  mortar  put  the  10  oz  of 
benzoated  lard  and  5  minims  of  otto.  Stir  with  the  pestle 
adding  the  4  oz.oe  rose-water  gradually  and  with  constant 

t  ™ Y°U^.1!1  find  no  difficulty  in  getting  all  the  water 
m.    yc)  JMine  Oils  : — 

Train  oil   

Oil  of  turpentine   siv  ' 

Oil  of  amber..       ..       .,  jja 

Oil  of  bricks  (red  oil)   °  3^' 

Oil  of  origanum   ^ij 

Oil  of  lavender       ..       . ,  \\; 

Barbadoes  tar        ..       ..  1;' 

Sulphuric  acid    *j  ' 

Spirit  of  camphor  ....  J; 
Mix.                                                **    '  **• 

course8' teSt        d°  JUSt  aS  Wel1,  suifcably  modified,  of 


85/24.  G.  D.  ^.-Bisulphite  of  lime  is  largely  used  by 
brewers  for  preserving  beer;  also  salicylic  acid,  but  the 
the  former  has  the  special  property  of  destroying  the  vitality 
of  any  ferments  left  in  the  beer.  We  expect  that  is  what 
your  customer  wants.  aE 


1»S        a\   J'  SeDd9  a  samP]e  of  Distemper-powder 
¥  \nnbsm™™  ^  home  counties,  and  given  in 
followst-  gFS-    TbG  comP°sitio*  aPPears  to  be  as 

Pulv.  antimonial   -iss 

Potass,  nitrat  

Pulv.  sacch.  alb   "       "  tl, 

M.    JVJ- 


86/40.  Salol  —Oax  first  task  in  regard  to  the  samnl<« 
which  you  have  sent  to  us  was  to  identify  the  bottle  |S 
the  packet  containing  the  powder.     From  the  similarity 


to  the  writing  on  the  bottle  to  that  of  your  letter 
we  judge  that  a  particular  sample  is  yours.  We  happen  to 
have  beside  us  half-a-dozen  bottles  with  no  label  at  all  and 
only  one  powder,  but  we  cannot  say  whether  it  is  yours  or 
not,  and  as  it  is  a  crystalline  substance  consisting  chiefly  of 
arsenic  we  do  not  think  it  can  be  yours,  especially  as  your 
powder  ,is,§  jcu  say,  a  tonic  to  be  given  to  Cattle 
recovering  from  Red- water.  The  liquid  which  you  send 
is  a  mixture  of  -900  sweet  nitre  and  spirit  of  ether. 

You  will  see  from  the  foregoing  how  unsatisfactcry  it  is 
for  us  to  examine  some  samples.  For  your  benefit,  and 
as  a  hint  to  other  subscribers,  we  repeat  that  samples 
must  bear  on  the  box,  bottle,  pot,  or  packet  containing 
them  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender  and  the  name  of 
the  article.  Communications  regarding  them  must  also 
contain  such  particulars  as  the  sender  may  know,  especially 
dose  and  the  like.  When  correspondents  ask  us,  "  What  is 
this  mixture?"  (or  whatever  it  may  be)  we  can  give  no 
attention  to  them,  as  the  information  cannot  be  useful 
generally.  We  do  not  ask  the  person  who  sent  us  the 
arsenical-powder  above  referred  to  to  disclose  his  name  as 
we  consider  it  almost  criminal  for  anyone  connected  with 
the  drug-trade  to  send  out  about  2  oz.  of  arsenical-powder  in 
a  loose,  unsealed,  paper  packet,  with  no  indication  whatever 
of  its  origin  or  contents. 


J!    ii/f  "  y°or  Sample  of  Epileptic-mixture 

for  a  child  of  12  years  was  2  oz.  of  a  brownish  fluid  with  an 
odour  of  valerian,  the  following  is  the  formula  for  it 

Sodii  bromidi           ~  »• 
Tr.  valerians   ^ 

f  ruP!   ^        .*.'  L3.' 

A(l-ad   - 

m.  ;?  - 

Dose  :  A  dessertspoonful  (or  measured  tablespoonful)  thrice  daily. 
You  will  observe  the  disadvantage  to  yourself  of  not  labelling 
the  bottle  with  your  name  and  address.    Nor  do  you  tell  us 
the  dose.    We  do  not  reply  "  this  week"  to  analysis  queries 
received  on  the  eve  of  publication.  y  1uene3 


91/54.  Don sends  (also  unlabelled  so  far  as  the  packets 
are  concerned)  a  powder  and  tablet  "  made  in  Germany  "  for 
producing  a  Carbonic-acid  Bath.  The  powder  is  dissolved 
in  the  bath,  and  the  tablet  is  put  in  just  before  the  patient 
enters.    The  powder  is  3  oz  of  sodii  bicarb.,  and  the  tablet 

U  fn  £q£T  ^  l-ffed  bisnlPha*e  of  soda,  about 
L\  in.  by  3£  in.  and  \  in.  thick. 

•  93/2,L  3  ?r"Y?u  labelled  your  specimen  of  the  Mark- 
ing-ink which  has  defied  all  your  attempts  to  remove  from 
men  The  reason  of  this  is  that  the  ink  is  of  quite  excep- 
tional composition,  for  it  contains  an  aniline  salt  and  tar 
dissolved  in  some  liquid  hydrocarbon.  Your  best  way  to 
remove  the  stains  is  to  rub  first  with  chloroform  or  benzene 
which  dissolves  most  of  the  ink  ;  then  place  the  linen  in  a 
steeping-bath  composed  of  an  ounce  or  two  of  ammonia 
solution  and  the  same  of  soft-soap  in  a  gallon  of  hot  water, 
kneading  the  linen  so  as  to  get  the  residual  stains  softened 
as  far  as  possible.  Allow  to  stand  all  night,  and  next  morn- 
ing rinse  out  with  plain  water.  This  removes  most  of  the 
stain,  but,  if  not,  rub  the  stains  once  more  with  a  mixture  of 
dilute  ammonia  and  methylated  spirit,  and  wash  again. 

94/34.  F.  W.  S -Your  Black  Hair-dye  is  a  common 
pesfuon  °-'         followlDg  beiDg  approximately  the  com- 

No.  1  Bottle. 

Pyrogallic  acid    £  ^; 

Proof  spirit   M  ... 

Dissolve.  **  0 

To  be  applied  to  the  hair  first. 

No.  2  Bottle. 

Nitrate  of  silver   

Solution  of  ammonia         .'.       \\       "       a  s'uffi,ie 

Water  to    - .  J 

Dissolve  the  nitrate  in  J  oz.  of  water,*  and'add  ammonia'to  it  until  the 
precipitate  is  redissolved  ;  then  make  up. 
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94/66.  H.  White  — Brown-leather  Paste  Dressing. — 
Your  sample  appears  to  be  made  as  follows : — 

Oil  of  turpentine      ..       ..  ..  Siij. 

Dark-yellow  wax    3j. 

.  Palm  oil    3j. 

Oil  of  mirbane    . .  V\xy. 

Make  a  paste  sec.  art.  If  not  of  the  right  shade  add  a  few  drops  of  solution 
■of  Nankin  brown,  or  of  tincture  of  oateehu. 


89/56.  P.  J.  A. — The  brine  has  fermented,  strange  to 
say,  through  the  influence  of  the  viscous  ferment,  wnich  is 
generally  in  the  air,  and  may  have  been  on  the  beef  put 
in  the  pickle.  We  can  account  for  the  gelatinisation  in  no 
other  way. 


86/41.  G.  L.  G.  sends  a  sample  of  Hheumatic- embroca- 
tion used  in  a  hydropathic  establishment  for  spongirjg 
rheumatic  and  other  patients.  It  is  a  red  liquid,  sold  at  4s. 
per  bottle,  but  what  the  size  of  the  bottle  is  "  G.  L.  Q."  does 
not  say.    The  embrocation  seems  to  ba  made  as  follows  : — 

Sulphuric  acid    5iij. 

Cochineal  colouring!   3ss. 

Water  to    Jxx, 

Mix. 

This  is  the  most  curious  rheumatic-embrocation  we  have 
ever  met  with,  and  if  druggists,  by  judicious  advertising, 
can  get  4s.  for  a  pint  bottle,  they  are  welcome  to  try. 


89/63.  C.  J.  B.—  According  to  "Veterinary  Counter 
Practice,"  horses  and  sheep  have  been  attacked  with 
murrain  (foot-and-mouth  disease)  from  eating  food  con- 
taminated by  an  affected  cow,  and  pigs  and  children  have 
frequently  suffered  by  taking  the  milk.  Pigs,  we  are  told, 
suffer  terribly,  casting  their  hoofs. 


93/53.  Cheviot.—  Lab3ls  on  Tin.— See  C.  $  B.,  March  14, 
page  374. 


93/38.  R  A.  M. — In  cartain  conditions  of  a  horse's  system 
a  physic-ball  may  do  it  harm,  and  we  imagine  that  in  the 
case  you  mention  it  was  that,  and  not  any  imperfection  in 
the  ball,  that  caused  the  trouble.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  vet. 
should  have  gone  out  of  his  way  to  damage  your  reputation, 
but  perhaps  you  may  be  able  to  convince  your  customer, 
even  yet,  that  y jur  physic-balls  are  above  reproach. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


For  this  section  we  are  always  glad  to  receive  from  subscribers  brief  notes  on 
pra:tical  subjects,  recipes  which  have  been  found  good  in  practice  or  which 
have  required  modification,  and  hints  or  fresh  ideas  on  any  pharma- 
ceutical or  trade  matter. 


Cramp  in  the  Legs. — I  append  a  formula  which  some 
of  my  brethren  may  find  useful.  It  is  for  what  I  think  to 
be  a  specific  for  a  common  complaint,  not  dangerous,  but 
very  painful— viz  ,  cramp  in  the  legs  and  feet  at  night.  Be- 
lief comes  five  minutes  after  taking  the  folio  wing  draught : — 

Tinct.  aooniti     ..  ..  ..  itlv. 

Sodii  bromid.     ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  gr.  xii. 

Tinct.  chlorof  orrni  co   . .  tti  it. 

Aq.  menthae.  pip.  ad   3j. 

Repeat  in  an  hour  or  two  if  required.    The  draught  also 
relieves  an  attack  of  stomach- spasm  in  a  very  few  minutes. 
Sutton  Coldfleld.  Geo.  Johnson. 

Dog  poisoning.— In  the  article  on  this  in  C.  $  B.  Diary 
the  use  of  the  syrioge  seems  to  be  considered  of  no  advan- 
tage. It  will  be  found,  however,  that  if  a  J  cz  pewter 
syringe,  with  two  wire  rings  soldered  one  on  each  side  of 
the  barrel,  for  the  first  and  second  fingers,  while  the  thumb 
is  placed  in  the  ring  at  the  top  of  the  piston-handle,  is  used 
it  will  conduce  to  the  sarety  of  all  concerned.    The  dog 


may  be  muzzled,  or,  as  suggested  in  C.  $-  B ,  June,  1885,  a 
loDg  strap  may  be  placed  across  his  face,  crossed  under  the 
jaw,  and  buckled  behind  the  ears,  and  the  nozzle  of  the 
syringe  pushed  between  his  side  teeth,  and  the  contents 
discharged.  For  small  dogs  and  cats  it  is  well  to  put  them 
in  a  bag,  with  the  head  out  till  the  dose  is  given,  and  then 
let  them  drop  to  the  bottom  of  the  bag.         V.    (86/96  ) 

Chalk's  Dropping-bottle. — If  sheet  indiarubber  is  not  at 
hand  when  the  covering  of  a  Chalk's  dropping-bottle  gives 
way,  a  feeding-bottle  teat  cut  upon  one  side  will  supply  a 
piece  of  the  requisite  siza.  V.  (86/96.) 

Use  of  Sodium  Hyposulphite  in  Veterinary  Practice. — 
A  local  vet.  says  sodium  hyposulphite  in  4-oz.  doses  in  1 J  pint 
of  water,  with  a  little  hyoscyamus  to  relieve  pain,  is  superior 
to  ammonia  in  flatulent  colic  ;  also  for  sore  throat,  in  place 
of  potass,  chlorat.  V.  (86/96.) 

•  A  Few  Tips. 

Salap  Misrea  Peruana,  or  Persian  Food. — Ferris  & 
Co.,  49  Fleet  Street,  London,  was  the  original  depot.  Pro- 
bably it  can  only  now  be  had  by  advertisement  in  your 
Supplement. 

Chlorophyll-green  for  Carboys.  —  Cupri  sulph.  and 
sacch.  ust.,  of  each  q  s.    To  imitate  triple  extract. 

Hair  Falling  Off  after  Syphilis. — Be  reply  to  "  Crinis," 
page  759  — Hyd.  bichlorid.,  3  gr.  to  the  ounce  of  a  good, 
strong  cantharidin  hair- restorer.  Appears,  from  ocular 
evidence,  to  be  a  valuable  addition  in  similar  cases. 

Photographic. — For  over-printed  proofs  on  gelatine 
chloride  paper. — A  trace  of  a  bichromate  in  a  weak  solution 
of  bypo. 

Methylated  Spirit  on  Plates. — A  plate  which  appeared 
to  be  ruined  by  the  injudicious  use  of  the  above  for  hasty 
solution  of  the  intensider,  was  immediately  restored  ,  by  a 
mixture  of  sod.  carb.  and  am.  carb.,  of  each  1  to  8.  Ether, 
previously  used  as  recommended,  had  no  effect. 

C.  C.  (94/61.) 


Vte$t  Weeft, 


Wednesday,  June  17. 

Ediribwrqh  Bistrict  Chemists'  Trade  Association.  Annual 
Excursion,  from  Waverley  Station,  at  8  50  A  m.,  for  Loch 
Long  and  Loch  Lomond. 

Royal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W., 
at  8  p.m. 

Thursday,  June  18. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  at  8  p.m.  Papers 
to  be  read: — "The  Action  of  Bromine  on  Pinene,  in 
Reference  to  the  Question  of  its  Constitution,"  by 
Professor  Tilden,  F.R.S.  Note  on  "  Santalal  and  some 
of  Derivatives,"  by  A.  C.  Chapman  and  H.  E.  Burgess. 
"  The  Explanation  of  some  Anomalies  in  Thermo- 
chemistry, Chloral,  and  Bromal  Hydrates,"  by  W.  J. 
Pope.  "  Further  Observations  on  the  Production  of 
Chlorine  by  Heating  a  Mixture  of  Manganese  Dioxide 
and  Potassium  Chlorate,"  by  Professor  McLeod,  F.R.S. 
"  The  Rotation  of  Aspartic  Acid,"  by  B.  M.  C.  Marshall. 
"  On  the  Occurrence  of  Quercitin  in  the  Outer  Skins  of 
the  Bulb  of  the  Onion  {Allium  cepa),"  by  A.  G  Perkin 
and  J.  J.  Hummel.  "The  Colouring  Principle  con- 
tained in  the  Bark  of  Myrica  Nagi "  (Part  I.),  by  A.  G. 
Perkin  and  J.  J.  Hummell.  Note  on  "  Some  New 
Derivatives  from  Camphoroxime,"  by  Dr.  M.  O.  Forster. 
"  Acetylene,  its  Defection  and  Ignition  in  the  Air,"  by 
Professor  Clowes.    Ballot  for  election  of  Fellows. 

F/iday,  June  19. 

Pharmaceutical  Society,  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at 

11  a.m.    Meeting  of  Scotch  members  and  associates,  to 

elect  an  executive,  &c. 
Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  at  9  P.M.    Mr.  Thomas 

(J.  Martin  (of  New  York,  American  Delegate  to  the 

Kelvin  Jubilee)  on  "  The  Utilisation  of  Niagara  "  (with 

illustrations). 

Monday,  July  6. 

Royal  Institution  rf  Great  Britain,  at  5  p.m.  General 
Monthly  Meeting. 


